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LOST CAMPER AT BIG TRINITY LAKE – AUGUST 15, 2005 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 
A 34-year-old male, not an outdoorsy type but with no known medical problems, was camping 
with friends at the Big Trinity Lake campground (elevation about 8,000 feet) over the weekend.  
On Saturday, he went for a walk with two dogs of his own plus a third dog belonging to one of 
the friends.  He did not return.  There was no indication that he had taken any supplies or a pack 
with him. 

Morning briefing by IC Jim Noland gives everyone the overview of tactics and assignments. 
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 Elmore County responded with foot searchers, a horse team, a dog team and a helicopter from 
the Army National Guard.  They searched a three-mile radius of the campsite, thinking it 
unlikely from the description that the subject would have gone farther in that rugged terrain; 
they also interviewed other campers and hikers in the area, but no one remembered seeing the 
man and the dogs beyond a spot quite close to camp.  Jim Noland called us Sunday afternoon to 
be on standby, then asked us to join them at the Trinity Snow Park at 7 a.m. on Monday.  We 
responded with eleven people and three area-scent search dogs. 
 
It’s only about twenty miles from the snow park to the lake, but those are slow miles.  One of 
the locals told me that where the road crosses the ridge is the highest road in Idaho.  I can be-
lieve that.  The searchers who pulled their horse trailer in there are braver than I, but the road 
isn’t that bad for backcountry, as long as you don’t meet another vehicle.  The thought of shar-
ing it with logging trucks was really intimidating.  Elmore County wanted to re-search carefully 
some areas that had been covered hastily the first day, and to send a strong team to cover the 
drainage that is the only likely gravity trap from the subject’s camping area.  They were again 
using foot searchers, mounted searchers, the Army National Guard helicopter with ECSAR ob-
servers, and now four canine teams. 
 
Three ECSAR members plus Kris and Winston with Skadi were the gorilla team that tackled 
the strenuous trip down the drainage.  The rest of us drew various assignments for specific areas 
that needed more careful examination.  Base camp personnel continued to interview back-
packers coming out of the area.  All of us were puzzled that no one had reported seeing one or 
more of the three dogs.  It’s easy enough for a lone hiker to be hurt or suffer a medical emer-
gency that makes him unresponsive, but dogs accompanying that person either stay with him 
and make protective noises at intruders or wander off and find other humans.  The area had 
been full of people over the weekend, but no one had noticed them. 

Page 2 

Life Flight gingerly drops down amid the logs and boggy areas.  Impressive piloting!  



 
It was mid-afternoon, all of us were feeling pessimistic and the helicopter was making a last 
pass when the observers spotted someone matching the description lying on the ground.  
When they descended to hover over him, he at first did not respond, then got up and ran into 
cover.  Those of us monitoring the radio transmissions were more and more puzzled.  “There 
is someone with him.”  The description of the second person did not match any of our search-
ers; it turned out to be one of the subject’s friends who had made his way in.  “There is some-
one in uniform; it looks like a deputy.”  It turned out that a deputy, just driving into the area, 
heard the first transmission, left his car and plunged down into the site. 
 

The horse team reached the subject’s location and placed him on a horse, with the second 
horseman leading the animal back to base camp.  He was able to sit on the horse and re-
sponded when spoken to, but was obviously not at his best either physically or mentally.  Life 
Flight came in and landed on a small grassy spot at the edge of the lake.  (That was very excit-
ing for the couple camped close by.  They grabbed their tent and their dog and held tight to 
both until the engine shut down.)  Life Flight personnel examined the subject, started an IV 
and then transported him to Boise. 
 
Bits of information pieced together at debriefing indicated that two of the dogs walking with 
the young man had started running; he had followed them until he realized he had no idea 
where he was nor how to get back to camp.  It also sounded like he had actually seen and 
heard searchers, both foot searchers and the helicopter, on both Sunday and Monday but had 

Page 3 

Life Flight and Law Enforcement interview the subject on his being returned to search base 



not recognized that they would help him and had not responded.  He was in a branch drainage 
from the main drainage being searched by our gorilla team, and would not have been found by 
them with his lack of response.  Had the Army National Guard not supplied the helicopter for a 
second day’s search, survival would have been doubtful. 
 
Oh yes, the three dogs.  All three were with the missing man.  One had to be carried out because 
of extremely sore feet; the other two were fine. 
 
IMSARU members responding included Winston Cheyney with Skadi, Ann Finley, Charlotte 
Gunn with Xena, George Gunn, Linda Kearney with Smokey, Tom Kearney, Bill Lindenau, 
Dominick Merrell, Phil Sander, Kris Walker, Eric Zuber.  We all appreciated Chris Harry meet-
ing us at the Compound upon return, to unload and put away. 
 
Thoughts from this search:  (1) Again, you can’t rely on assumptions about subject behavior.  
There was every reason to believe this man would be responsive or at least the dogs would be 
visible.  We’ll never know how much his behavior was influenced by dehydration, panic, or 
other factors.  (2) It’s always good to work with Elmore County.  Jim even saw to it that our gas 
tanks were filled in Mountain Home before we continued on to Boise. [see picture below.] 
(3) SAR is a great way to see the state.  I had heard for years about how beautiful are the Trinity 
Lakes.  It is true.  (4) If you have trouble cleaning the high windshield on your van or RV, ask 
Kris to demonstrate his method of access.  If you decide to try it, however, please wear your 
kneepads and helmet. 

A “sign” of the times.   
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CORN BOOTH, AUGUST 19-28, 2005 
--KEVIN SCHROEDER 

 
9 August  Well, it was still hot when I arrived at the Compound to help pack up the Corn 
Booth, but not as hot as it had been the previous few weeks.  A good-sized group had al-
ready arrived, and were laying out pieces of the puzzle on the pavement.  I am sure that 
preparations had been under way for some time, but for many of us this day is the beginning 
of the annual event.  We all know this event generates roughly half of our budget for the 
year, but I see it as an event that brings us together under less serious circumstances and al-
lows us to be a little more at ease.  I saw lots of familiar faces but was also able to meet with 
many individuals for whom this was their inauguration to the operation.  Under direction 
from Jeff Munn and others, the larger wall and floor sections and roof trusses were set in 
place, followed by all the other accoutrements.  In short order the two trailers and a van were 
filled, checklists were marked off, and tie-downs were snugged up one more time.  Heading 
home in my vehicle that night, I imagined a faint hint of hot butter in the evening breeze. 

 
13 August  As I arrived to help erect IMSARU’s monument to Hot Buttered Corn, the front 
wall of the booth was being placed.  Commands were called out and this once-barren patch 
of long green grass quickly became an empty shell, then a floored shell, a covered shell, and 
finally a chamber of corn-eating delight.  The grime of last year’s event and storage was 
wiped off, hookups were made and shelves were filled.  In the few years that I have helped 
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Corn Booth Construction Crew off to an early start. 



with this endeavor, this was by far the quickest Corn Booth assembly.  By early afternoon 
activities slowed to a crawl and volunteers were able to head home.  And still the scent of 
Hot Buttered Corn filled my senses. 
 
19 August  The thin dust generated by hundreds of thousands of footfalls greeted me as I 
headed toward my shift of vending hot buttered corn, iced cold drinks, and a bit of good 
cheer.  This is what I truly enjoy.  It is the sights and sounds of the crowd, the chaos of over-
lapping music issuing from surrounding groups, and the sharp, pungent and stimulating 
smells of the varied fair foods, mingling with the dust of the day.  Corn entered from the rear 
of the booth to a group kept in line by Bob Meredith, which quickly dressed our product.  
Next it was guided into the stove under the watchful eye of Harry Kindelberger.  Following 
this, each piece was prepped by a rag-tag gang of stickers, slatherers and wrappers.  Finally 

it exited through the front of the booth, in oily yellow waxed paper with a proper wood han-
dle.  Salt and pepper flew as nods and smiles acknowledged this year’s sweet yellow and 
cream colored harvest.  With Todd Culley as my most able corn promoter, patrons returned 
again and again for the best veggie sold at the Fair. 
 
At the end of my shift, I stuffed a bag with two dozen of our finest ears and headed off to a 
party held for a friend just back from Iraq.  Shortly after arriving, the group quickly quieted 
down to browsing that sweet golden treat.  Later, while kicking back and enjoying an adult 
beverage, I could still breathe in the heady fragrance of the hot buttered hoard we distributed 
to our many happy consumers. 
 
28 August  My last shift at the Corn Booth was also the last night of this year’s Fair, and my 
wife Madeleine was able to accompany me.  The day shift handed off to the evening shift the 
role of serving up smiles.  It was again an enjoyable evening, though the crowd was not as 
large.  The corn flowed at a slower pace but the smiles seemed to be just as plentiful.  I rec-
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Almost ready for business. 



ognized several faces and families from the previous night, still returning for the cuisine that 
satisfies.  The end of this shift signaled the end of this year’s corn feast, but not of the work for 
IMSARU.  The Corn Booth would come down the next day and be put in storage for another 
year.  So much work by those few whose main interest is to help unknown others who find 
themselves in need…!  Personally, I am proud to have been able to help with this year’s activi-
ties.  I enjoyed meeting many of the new members, and thank all of you for your hard work and 
tireless efforts.  Lastly, I hope to see each and every one of you next year at the 2006 Corn 
Booth!  I’m looking forward to it! 
 
Editor’s Note:  It’s impossible to list everyone—members and friends--who helped make this 
project happen, but we do need to mention at least a few:  Rose and Everett Wood, Dan and 
Jeannie Iverson, and Susan and Terry Read again covered those daytime weekday shifts.  Linda 
Kearney and Martha Vandivort shopped for supplies and called for replacement workers when 
the need arose.  Jennifer Newland spent untold hours cajoling people into signing up for shifts.  
Jim Owens again arranged for Boise Corporation employees to form the work crews for Friday 
and Saturday evenings of the final weekend. 
 
 
 

CANINE TEAMS ARE STILL WORKING 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 
One of IMSARU’s special resources is our canine team group.  We currently have three opera-
tional air-scent dogs, plus five dogs in training (two for tracking/trailing and three for air-scent).  
Does this mean that only five dogs are training?  No.  A canine team is never finished training.  
We are constantly reviewing skills, exposing our dogs and handlers to new experiences, learn-
ing additional skills, and trying to make it still fun for the dogs. 
 
One of the most difficult parts of this is finding people who are willing to be “victims” for our 
training, so that the dogs don’t get bored by finding the same old people time after time.  It re-
quires no special skills, no knowledge of search dog training, to be a “victim.”  You do have to 
be reasonably comfortable with dogs—enough so that a puppy kiss won’t gross you out--and 
willing to go hide in the bushes or trees in whatever weather happens that day and for as long as 
it takes to find you.  We supply the Family Service radio, the instructions, and our sincere 
thanks to those willing to help us.  There are five scheduled K9 training sessions, from October 
8 through December 4, listed on the calendar in this newsletter.  In addition, most of us go out 
at least once a week, depending on work schedules and other obligations.  If you are willing to 
help, please call one of the people on that Calendar list. 
 
P.S.  If you think you want to train a search dog, coming out to help us train is the best way to 
see some of what is really involved; it’s also a pre-requisite, along with active membership in 
IMSARU, to actually joining the canine group. 
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CALENDAR 
 
Oct. 8  K9 Training – Contact Charlotte at 378-7787 
 
Oct. 11  Joint Training with Robie Creek Ambulance & Wilderness  
  Ranch Fire/Rescue – Intro to “Over-the-side” Access 7:30 p.m. 
  and Assessing the Patient     At the Compound 
 
Oct. 15  Joint Field Training -- Location TBA   9:00 a.m. 
 
Oct. 18  Medical Training      7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Oct. 22  K9 Training – Contact Martha at 338-0284 
 
Oct. 25  Business Meeting      7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Nov. 1  General Meeting – Election of Officers   7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Nov. 5  K9 Training – Contact Tom at 321-1175 
 
Nov. 8  SAR Training – Establishing the Base Camp   7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Nov. 9  ’06 Budget Workshop – All Officers (continuing, new, 7:00 p.m. 
  retiring)       At the Compound 
 
Nov. 12 SAR Field Training – Logistics in the Field   Time & Place TBA 
 
Nov. 15 Medical Training      7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Nov. 19 K9 Training – Contact Linda at 321-1175 
 
Nov. 22 SAR Training – Electronic Mapping & Other Joys  7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Nov. 29 Business Meeting      7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
 
Dec. 4  K9 Training – Contact Martha at 338-0284 
 
Dec. 6  General Meeting – Budget and ????    7:30 p.m. 
          At the Compound 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2006 
 
Each fall, we elect officers for the following year, with new officers starting their terms in 
December.  This year’s elections will be held on November first.  In order to vote, you must 
be an active member who has paid your dues for 2005.  A nomination committee will be 
working soon.  When they ask you to run for office, please say Yes.  We need continuity, but 
we also need new blood; officers may be reelected but you can’t expect the same people to 
do the work forever.  Listed below are the offices and the names of current officers. 
 
Coordinator – Rod Knopp (must be, or have been, a Rescue member) 
President – Jerry Newland 
Vice President (also in charge of Safety Education and New Members) – Dan Scovel 
Secretary – Kris Scovel 
Treasurer – Phil O’Bryan 
Training Director – George Gunn (must be, or have been, a Rescue member) 
Public Relations Director – Leslie Robertson 
Facilities Director – Marc Buursink 
Technical Rescue Director – Bob Meredith 
Logistics Director (vehicles and all other non-technical equipment) – Chris Harry 
Medical Director – Mick Brunson 
 
If you don’t run for office or are not elected, that doesn’t mean you have to fade into the 
woodwork.  There are appointed offices (currently including New Member Coordinator, Fi-
nancial Officer, Newsletter Publisher and Website Manager) and lots of projects that need to 
be done.  Find the need and fill it! 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY WILL BE DECEMBER 10 
 
If stores can start selling Christmas merchandise in September (yes, that did happen right 
here in Boise) then we can tell you to mark your calendar for our Christmas party.  It will 
again be held at the social center at Western Village, the mobile home unit at 9390 Ustick 
Avenue.  It will be a potluck dinner and a grand occasion to reminisce and laugh together.  
Members are invited to bring their spouses or special others, and we guarantee a good time. 
 
Diane Mathews and Charlotte Gunn are again collecting episodes to be noted.  Help them by 
sharing stories of funny and/or embarrassing moments so they can prepare the appropriate 
“awards.”  And we also use this time to show our serious appreciation of people who have 
done more than their share.  Please give your nominations—in writing, with a few words 
about why the person should be honored—to Rod Knopp or Charlotte Gunn. 
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THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 
We appreciate the support we have received from individuals and organizations: 
 
Commercial Tire on Apple Street (Tony Smith, Manager) gave us a set of tires for truck 901. 
 
Classic Design Studio (Noel and Lucy Weber, Owners) gave us a set of signs for organization of 
Base Camp. 
 
Linda Kearney stepped in to take over lawn care at the Compound during the summer, while our 
Property Manager was out of state. 
 
And we received cash donations from the following: 
 
Caldwell Eagles Auxiliary 3691 
 
The Berman Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
 
The Race to Robie Creek 
 
Walterville Grange #416 (Oregon) 
 
Maryane Kemp 
 
The HP Employee Charitable Giving Program, with individual donations and company matching 
funds 
 
Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, Inc. is an all-volunteer group.  Members not only donate 
their time and skills, they also supply their own personal equipment and pay dues for the privilege 
of helping others.  We NEVER charge for our services.  We work hard at fund-raising projects, like 
selling corn at the Western Idaho Fair, but could not maintain our organization, unit equipment, 
training and mission response without outside support such as that listed above.  We are a 501(c)(3) 
corporation and donations to us are charitable contributions according to IRS regulations. 
 
 

MISSING MAN IN GRANT COUNTY, OREGON – AUGUST 9, 2005 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 
Where do missions happen?  At the corner of three counties, of course.  In this case, the actual site 
was in Grant County but many of their search manager types were off doing contract work on wild-
fires, so Union County took over this search mission.  Jan Koegler called us Monday night, looking 
for search dogs (and unable to find any available Oregon K9 teams) because the subject was likely to 
be hidden.  We had our own availability problems:  In addition to the usual ties to work schedules, 
Winston’s Skadi was having medical problems and Linda was in Twin Falls where her mother was in 
the hospital.  However, Xena and I had no excuse; George said he could do the drive through the 
night; Ron Moomey and Kris Walker both agreed to be part of the field team. 
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A male in his 30’s, described as alcoholic, an insulin-dependent diabetic and spiraling into de-
pression over the past two years, was supposed to be joining his mother and stepfather at the 
family cabin on the edge of the John Day Wilderness area for a family weekend.  The parents 
arrived on Friday but the subject did not; they “were not surprised” because he frequently did 
not do what he said he would.  On Sunday, someone noticed the subject’s car hidden in trees 
beyond the cabin site.  The mother found a note inside the cabin that contained “kind of a rid-
dle” that told people where to find the subject’s guns.  Clothing and medication had also been 
left behind.  The assumption from that point on was that the subject had gone somewhere on 
foot to commit suicide. 

Union County personnel searched all day Monday, along with family members, with no results.  
They called in additional outside resources, including mantrackers, mounted searchers, our K9 
team, and a military helicopter.  When we arrived in LaGrande at 6 a.m., there was Jan, who 
had been up past midnight the previous day, dressed for her work as a nurse but briefing us be-
fore going back to her other life. 
 
We drove another hour and a half, making envious comparisons between that paved Forest Ser-
vice road and what we usually travel in Idaho, to reach the search site.  George pitched in to 
help at the Command Post until more Union County people could return to the site.  Kris, Ron 
and I took Xena into the field to search a knoll that had been covered only briefly so far.  It was 
not as terribly steep as it could have been, but the fallen timber more than made up for that.  
And since the assumption was that the missing man might have deliberately hidden, and there 
was little breeze to help Xena, we had to do a pretty detailed search while climbing over log 
after log after log.  We were returning to base camp at noon, to rest and cool people and dog, 
when the news came that helicopter observers had seen a tent tucked under the trees, beyond the 
area we had searched so far.  The observers stated that they likely would never have seen the 
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Our team receives assignment briefing at LKP. 



tent except that the prop-wash caused the fabric to move.  Mounted searchers and foot searchers 
near that location went to the site and reported a very bad odor from the tent; law enforcement 
officers then responded.  The young man had apparently pitched the tent, gone inside, and 
turned his shotgun on himself. 

 
Union County did a very impressive job of organizing this multi-agency search and bringing it 
to a conclusion.  We were pleased to have the chance to work with them. 

IC Bob Nelson debriefs searchers and law enforcement after find. 

Low and slow made the find. 
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