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IN-HOUSE TRACKER TRAINING – SEPTEMBER 14-16, 2012 
--SIW LEA 

We held a 20-hour in-house mantracking class at Grayback Gulch Campground near Idaho City, beginning at 3 
p.m. on Friday and finishing early Sunday afternoon.  Participants slept in tents or RVs and shared meals, with 
Jimmie as the unofficial but fabulous host—he cooks an awesome hamburger with individual choice of toppings! 

Talk about track erasers! 



 
The starting activity was a “classroom” lecture that included a Power Point presentation.  (Yes, modern tech-
nology was brought to the campground.)  After that, we were split into teams of two or three people and 
started on our lines of sign that the instructors had laid the previous day.  We worked on these lines for a 
couple of hours, broke for a delicious spaghetti dinner that Lori had prepared even though she was unable to 
attend the class, and then resumed tracking in the dark.  It was neat to see that it was possible to actually find 
the tracks using a flashlight! 
 
We spent Saturday working on the same sign lines, with some shifting of team members so that everyone 
had the chance to experience both a two-person and a three-person team.  It was amazing to note how quick-
ly time flew when we were physically moving at slower than a snail’s pace.  Despite getting off-track at 
times, all three groups did pretty well.  Our instructors did a great job of helping us when we got stuck.  After 
our delicious hamburger dinner, we enjoyed a campfire under the stars. 
 
On Sunday morning we went back to our sign lines.  They were now aged since Thursday afternoon and it 
was interesting to see how they had changed over time but were still visible.  Things were progressing quite 
well when we were overrun by a herd of sheep!  They walked across our sign lines, so our instructors called 
it a day about twenty minutes earlier than planned.  Interestingly enough, it was still possible to find some of 
our sign amongst the sheep prints. 
 
It was a really interesting, educational weekend.  Thank you to our instructors for all your hard work and pa-
tience.  It was very worthwhile and fun. 
 
IMSARU students attending were Dan Herring, Siw Lea and Tom Rand.  They were joined by students from 
Malheur County (just across the Oregon line) and Jerome County.  Instructors were Charlotte Gunn, Linda 
Kearney and Jimmie Yorgensen.  Mentors for all were Dan Scovel and Kris Scovel. 
 
[Editor’s Note:  This was the first time Linda, Jimmie and I had served as tracking instructors—a scary but 
rewarding experience.  Many thanks to Dan and Kris for helping everyone when needed and to the students 
for being both patient and eager to learn.] 

 
ANOTHER CORN BOOTH IS HISTORY 

--CHARLOTTE GUNN 
 
Many, many thanks to all the people who worked on setting up, running, and taking down the Corn Booth at 
the Western Idaho Fair, as well as to all those who came and bought some of that delicious hot buttered corn-
on-the cob.  Preparations started months in advance, but the real pressure was from set-up on August 11 
through take-down on August 27.  Our members worked shifts as they could, and were reinforced by family 
members, friends, groups from Boise Corp who covered a Friday night and a Saturday night shift, and many 
hours from the Capitol Gypsies Good Sam’s Club. 
 
The good news included no major storm to test structural stability, our beautiful new booth cover, and tons of 
customers who told us it was the best corn they had ever tasted.  (We had 11,350 ears delivered, some of 
which we ate ourselves—calling it quality control--but most of which we sold.)  The challenges included the 
unrelenting heat, the smoky air from wildfires burning in Idaho and across state lines, and an uncooperative 
water heater that worked the day before but not on opening day. 
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 WILDERNESS FIRST AID TRAINING – SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2012 
--JEANNIE TOUTLOFF 

 
The things we take for granted in urban rescue situations often are not available in wilderness 
settings.  Therefore, Wilderness First Aid is a fundamental and necessary training for those 
who will be traversing rough terrain, exposed to extreme conditions or enduring extended 
searches.  Idaho Center for Emergency Medical Training (ICEMT), located in Nampa, provid-
ed such training to several members of Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue (IMSARU) recent-
ly and did a fabulous job.   
 
Held the second weekend in September, the training covered in detail survival basics, discus-
sion of proper minimal supplies (because you're carrying them), and First Aid skills as are ap-
propriate to less than perfect conditions. These and a tendency to be level-headed and resource-
ful, can be life savers, both to the rescued and the rescuer. 
 
The well-prepared instructors at ICEMT, Collin, Rebecca and Cody, offered a wide array of  
technical information on things that prove useful in the approach, care and proper transport of 
subjects in need of rescue, due to pre-existing health conditions; vehicular, climbing or other 
accidents; unhappy  exchanges with fauna or flora; and/or exposure to the elements. 
 
The topics covered were: Preparation and Assessment, Preventing and Caring for Injuries, En-

vironmental Hazards, Bio-
logical Hazards, Medical 
Problems and Additional 
Information.  We were pro-
vided a syllabus and the 
material, covered by slides, 
closely followed.  Discus-
sion was encouraged after 
introduction to basic as-
pects of patient manage-
ment. 
 
A broad range of topics 
came up, as to circum-
stances that one might 
come upon in a mountain 
search or the like.  Subject 
matter was clearly intro-
duced and delicately han-
dled, with the occasional 
comic relief thrown in, by 
both instructors and volun-
teers.  I, for one, attest that 
humor makes it easier to 
absorb such information.   
 

Mike did survive the treatment for his “injury.”          Photo by D. Castellon 
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Time was spent in role playing and a number of scenarios were suggested by the trainers.  As 
volunteers, we acted as leaders, patient liaison, emotional support, and first aid personnel.  We 
did mock exams and assessments, checks of vital signs, and splinting.  Ample time was spent in 
practicing how to properly secure patients to lightweight gurneys, made to be carried out of 
hostile environments. 
 
I have no medical background, don't have a particular inclination to adrenaline-inducing cir-
cumstances, and am just learning the ropes in regard to handling myself in this type of terrain, 
having moved from a large city in the south.  Still, the subject matter was fascinating to me, as 
it pertains to providing comfort to someone who, without the rescue by volunteers--and prepa-
ration ahead of time for that--would be much worse off!  Every person has an opportunity to 
make a difference for the next guy.  Sometimes, the difference is literally life and limb. 
 
In the end, there is not much that is sweeter than serving another.  Being well equipped to do 
so, in areas around Boise, is a privilege.  I would recommend this training to anyone who can 
find the time to avail themselves of it.  Contact IMSARU to volunteer, or ICEMT for more in-
formation on various trainings. 
 
IMSARU members attending the training were Delinda Castellon, Ann Finley, Jake Gillis, 
Mike Johnson, Siw Lea, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Kris Scovel, Colin Sesek and 
Jeannie Toutloff,  
It was a privilege to attend the training with so many seasoned rescue volunteers. 
 
 

ELECTION OF 2013 OFFICERS 
 
As directed by our by-laws and policies, IMSARU elected officers for the coming year at our 
first meeting in October.  An asterisk beside a name indicates a change in that office for the 
coming year; others served in 2012 and were re-elected to the same post. 
 
President – Jimmie Yorgensen  Rescue Director – Owen Miller 
Coordinator – Rod Knopp   Public Relations Director – Delinda Castellon 
Vice President – Gregg Rettschlag*  Medical Director – Colin Sesek* 
Secretary – Amanda Leader*   Training Director – Mike Johnson 
Treasurer – Phil O’Bryan   Facilities Manager – Brad Acker 
Logistics Director – Danny Cone 
 
It should not be necessary to say that we cannot expect our officers to do all the work.  All IM-
SARU involvement is volunteer work.  Most of our officers also work full-time paying jobs to 
support their rescue habit (and their families).  We greatly appreciate those who were willing to 
run for office, and encourage ALL members to help as much as possible with the many tasks 
that keep the organization healthy.  Take on a project.  This can be an on-going task (e.g., Jim-
mie Yorgensen cuts the grass every week throughout the season; Linda Kearney is New Mem-
ber Coordinator; Rod Knopp and Tom Wheless spend a lot of time maintaining and updating 
our communications equipment; etc.)  It can also be a one-time project (e.g., Randy Jordan just 
offered to convert out collection of videotapes to DVDs for ease of access.) 
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CALENDAR 

 
Oct. 13  SAR Field Training – Navigation    Time & Place TBA 
 
Oct. 14  K9 Training—Contact Barb at 869-0911 
 
Oct. 15  Tracker Training – Contact Kris or Dan at 376-7573   6:30 p.m. 
 
Oct. 16  Medical Training       7:30 p.m. 
 
Oct. 21  K9 Training at Overland and Five-Mile – Contact Jamie at 384-1193 
 
Oct. 23  Business Meeting       7:30 p.m. 
 
Oct. 29  Board Meeting – 2012 and 2013 Officers, please be present. 7:00 p.m. 
  Yes, this is a MONDAY. 
 
Nov. 4  K9 Training – Contact Kimber at 891-9133 
 
Nov. 6  General Meeting       7:30 p.m. 
 
Nov. 13 SAR Training        7:30 p.m. 
 
Nov. 15 K9 Team Meeting at the Compound      7:00 p.m. 
 
Nov. 17 SAR Field Training      Time & Place TBA 
 
Nov. 18 K9 Training – Contact Ann at 658-2273 
 
Nov. 20 Medical Training       7:30 p.m. 
 
Nov. 27 Business Meeting       7:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 1  IMSARU Christmas Party – Details available later.   6:00 p.m. 
 
Dec. 2  K9 Training – Contact Tom K. at 921-9454 
 
Dec. 4  General Meeting       7:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 11 SAR Training        7:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 18 Medical Training       7:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
Jan. 8  General Meeting       7:30 p.m. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE IMSARU CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2012 

 
If Hallowe’en approaches, can Christmas be far behind?  You are not likely to receive the 
next newsletter issue before December first, so go to your calendar right now and set aside 
that first Saturday of December for our annual Christmas party.  This is our potluck dinner, 
social time, and celebration of the year with serious awards for service to the unit and not-so-
serious awards to commemorate events that were amusing, unusual, perhaps even a bit embar-
rassing.  As always, a major activity needs many people helping to make it happen. 
 
Spouses and special friends are invited to meet some of the people you’ve been talking about 
and hear more stories about adventures in the recent year or farther back in history.  If you 
have a suggestion for additional entertainment, talk to Jimmie or Charlotte.  (For example, in 
the past we have sometimes had a video slide show of the year’s events.) 
 
Randy Jordan is again arranging for us to use a warehouse, though not the same one as last 
year, for our party.  Exact location will be revealed as we get closer to the date.  Michael 
Mancuso has volunteered to head up the committee for physical arrangements such as decora-
tions (remember that spectacular woodland scene last year?), tables and chairs, serving setup, 
etc. but he needs several people to help.  Everyone brings food of their choice but the unit 
supplies paper plates, plastic utensils, coffee, tea and cold non-alcoholic beverages. 
 
Jimmie and Charlotte are working on the overall plan, and need a couple of volunteers to join 
them.  This will include the arrangement for serious awards; you can start giving them your 
recommendations immediately, as any kind of engraving or embroidery needs lots of lead 
time.  Diane and Charlotte have a starting list of non-serious awards, but it is shorter than usu-
al so they need your help; they always promise not to reveal who told them about any particu-
lar incident. 
 
Your assignments:  (1.) Mark the date on your calendar.  (2.) Give nominations to Jimmie or 
Charlotte for serious awards (including why) and suggestions to Diane or Charlotte for non-
serious awards.  (3.) Volunteer to help Mike Mancuso with physical arrangements.  AND/OR 
Volunteer to help Jimmie and Charlotte with overall plan.   
 
 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 
For help with our Corn Booth, which earns about half of our operating budget for the year: 

All the members, families and friends who helped set up the booth, operate it for ten 
days and tear it down for storage until next year. 
 Joyce Barcus and her recruits from the Capitol Gypsies Good Sams Club who filled 
some major holes in our work schedule. 
 The Boise Corp employees who filled entire shifts for a Friday and a Saturday night. 
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MAP AND COMPASS/GPS CLASS FOR GIRL SCOUT LEADERS 

--JEFF MUNN 
 
Picture yourself on the shore of Payette Lake with a bunch of women.  No, this is not the latest 
romance novel.  Rather, four IMSARU guys were there to teach a crash course in map and 
compass and GPS in two hours to nine Girl Scout leaders. 
 
Lori Bennett, past member of IMSARU, had contacted the unit with a request to conduct the 
class at a Girl Scout leadership training session in McCall.  There were about seventy leaders 
in attendance.  Upon arriving at Camp Alice Pittenger, we set up in a pantry/storage room sized 
about 12’x15’ with twelve adults.  After about an hour in the closet with a PowerPoint presen-
tation, we went outside to practice.  There was a small student-to-teacher ratio, so outside was 
much more comfortable. 
 
In a short time, the leaders were able to take a bearing from the map, change it to a heading on 
the compass, and triangulate their position on the map from several prominent points on the 
lake shore.  We described how a GPS works, discussed the difference between UTM and lati-
tude/longitude, and had some discussion about coordinates.  The leaders were able to take the 
coordinates at the shore and plot them on the map. 
 
The four of us were invited to dine with the entire group—Dutch oven meatloaf, Dutch oven 
chicken, salad, and fresh-baked dinner rolls.  They also gave us Girl Scout cookies and a Girl 
Scout water bottle as thank-you gifts.  A flattering closing comment from one of the leaders 
about a more in-depth course was “only if the four of you will be there to teach it.” 
 
IMSARU instructors were Moises Chavez, Steve Huffman, Mike Johnson and Jeff Munn. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
For cash donations: 
 Mr. Rick Eells     Project Kopeg 
 The Ada/Elmore Employee Community Fund, Idaho Power and IDACORP, Inc. 
 United Way of Northern Utah 
 HP Employees and Hewlett-Packard for matching funds via YourCause, LLC 
 
And IMSARU members, have you missed the too-friendly spiders around the Compound?    
Since this property was a motel that had been abandoned for years when we bought it, creepy-
crawlies were no surprise, and I don’t usually freak out at the sight of a spider.  However, the 
night when I needed something from the storage room (where you have to be all the way inside 
before you can reach the light switch) and walked face-first into a web visibly occupied by a 
black widow once the light was on….  Many thanks to Dale Hyatt, Jr. who paid for the chemi-
cals and donated his time and experience to put down a spider barrier around our building! 
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RACE TO THE SUMMIT – HORSESHOE BEND – SEPTEMBER 29, 2012 
--MIKE JOHNSON 

 
Due to budget cuts, the Horseshoe Bend schools had to eliminate art, music, P.E. and such “non-
essential” classes.  Rather than allow the community’s children to suffer the consequences, some com-
munity members organized the First Annual Horseshoe Bend Half-Marathon and 10K Race as a fund-
raiser.  (Readers who have driven into and out of the town can just imagine running to the top of Horse-
shoe Bend Hill and back down!)  They asked IMSARU to help with first aid stations, and our unit voted 
to support this volunteer effort, with Colin offering to coordinate our participation. 
 
The day started earlier than most, with an 04:30 wakeup and everyone meeting at the Compound no lat-
er than 05:45.  We didn’t need much equipment but loaded what we did need into 901, 902 and a couple 
of POV’s. 
 
We left town and headed to Horseshoe Bend, about 35 miles north of Boise.  There we met Carter, the 
Horseshoe Bend Fire Chief, at the ambulance shed and grabbed a few more items.  Once loaded, every-
one departed for their assigned locations:  901 to the 10K turnaround and 902 to the finish line.  The 
Red Cross was stationed at the summit. 
 
We quickly had each aid station set up and established communications, even though permission for the 
location of our finish line station was revoked at the last minute and we had to move to a different spot.  
Now we were ready for the race to begin.  At 08:00 the first wave of runners began, followed by the se-
cond wave at 09:00. 
 
Our mission was to provide first aid to the competitors, and we were backed up by the Horseshoe Bend 
Ambulance service.  Colin worked for several weeks with the race coordinators and Carter to outline 
patient transport, including landing zones for an air ambulance if necessary.  Thankfully, our services 
weren’t needed but we were ready regardless. 
 
This was the mission debut for the Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit’s Mountain Bike Team.  
Amanda and Alisa proved the team’s value by roaming the course to ensure the safety of all the racers.  
Although plagued by flat tires because of all the goatheads, each pushed on with their assigned duties--
riding up and down the course, providing assistance and relaying any issues to each of the aid stations. 
 
As efficiently as the race began, it ended right on time at noon with all the racers and event coordinators 
enjoying food, drink and music in the City Park.  Just as quickly, we packed up and headed back to the 
Compound in Boise. 
 
Thank you to the Horseshoe Bend Fire Department and Ambulance Service for their support and letting 
us use their equipment, to Colin for coordinating our part in this, and to everyone who donated their 
time that Saturday morning. 
 
IMSARU members participating were Delinda Castellon, Francisco Castellon, Mike Johnson, Amanda 
Leader, Mac Mackintosh, Tom Rand, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Colin Sesek and Jamie Simp-
son. 
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Amanda and Alisa, ready to patrol at the half-marathon.    —Photo by C. Sesek 

 
K9 WATER SEARCH TRAINING – AUGUST 5, 2012 

--JAMIE SIMPSON 
 
It was a beautiful summer morning as the K9 team headed up to Lucky Peak shortly after dawn.  The 
day began on the dock with a classroom session on water search techniques taught by Charlotte 
(retired K9 handler).  Activities that followed included getting all dogs used to riding in various wa-
tercraft, those that were hesitant about water being coaxed into swimming to their person and then to 
someone else with treats, and working up to searching from a boat for the scent of a diver beneath 
the surface. 
 
Divers from Dive Magic in Boise volunteered to help out, hiding in 10-15 feet of water and rising 
with a whole hotdog as a reward when the dogs alerted to their location.  Mike brought out his jet 
boat, and all the dogs got to experience the rumble and speed of a jet boat ride before getting down 
to the business of locating the subjects.  Jim brought his aluminum fishing boat, which proved the 
easiest for the dogs to work from, with a stable platform where they could get their noses right down 
to the water.  The brave teams also took rides in Jamie’s small, sometimes tippy, canoe. 
 



 
  
 

 
After a full day of training, K9 Raffey with 
his insatiable enthusiasm for sprinting down 
the dock and launching into the water 
(yellow Lab of course), led the way in the 
all-dog swim and play session. 
 
Special thanks to John Dennis and Jake Es-
tes from Dive Magic, who not only volun-
teered their time and equipment but would-
n’t even let the team pay for their air; to 
Charlotte Gunn for her experience with K9 
water search; to Mike Johnson and Jim 
Moser for bringing and patiently operating 
their boats; and to Jen Skeldon who cheer-
fully helped with multiple tasks.  K9 teams 
participating included Judd Ballard with 
Zora, Barb Clark with Raffey, Linda 
Kearney with Cayenne, Anne Moser with 
Watson, Kimber Smith with Marcie, and 
Jamie Simpson with Yoki. 

 

Look, Ma!  There’s a person in that water! 
    Photos by B. Clark 

Jimmie working his magic as the host with the most 
at Grayback Gulch Campground.  Burgers to order,  
Dutch oven beans...IMSARU really roughed it. 
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