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SEARCH ALONG BOISE RIVER – APRIL 28, 2017 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

A man reported to be despondent failed to return home when expected.  His vehicle was located in a small sports-

men’s parking lot along the Boise River in Canyon County, and law enforcement officials asked us to search the 

area for the missing man.  Since we already had another search in progress, this one was scheduled for 5 p.m. to al-

low more members to report after work.  Fourteen members left from our Compound, with another eight committed 

to meeting us at the search site; three search dogs were available, two of them having already searched at the earlier 

site. 

 

Due to the melting of our heaviest snowpack in many years, plus a very rainy spring, the Boise River was at a high-

er flood stage than most of us had ever seen it.  Where we left the highway for the dirt road leading to the parking 

lot, a large sign warned against proceeding, but we drove on to where the water was actually flowing across the 

road.  Law enforcement officers met us there and assured us that we could safely continue through perhaps six to 

eight inches of moving water to the parking lot…and led us through with their vehicle. 

 

Since the unflooded search area was quite limited, some of our 

crew went west and then north across a bridge to the far side of 

the river.  They searched the accessible area there while a larger 

group searched the unflooded sections on the south side.  After 

people on foot and with K9s had covered these areas, Jake of-

fered to fly his personal drone if the officer approved; that ap-

proval was enthusiastic, and many of us were impressed by the 

range and control Jake demonstrated.  However, we still came up 

empty-handed and agreed that we can’t do more until the flood 

recedes. 
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The members who take care of our vehicles weren’t looking forward to washing the mud off of the unit vehi-

cles, and those who drove their own cars/trucks had the same task awaiting them. 

 

Rod Knopp was Coordinator for both searches on this day.  Field crews included Tim Agenbroad, Robin 

Bird, Chris Brookman (Team Leader), Ted Brown, Jake Bunch, Aaron Burdin, Juan Burzaco, Jim Findley, 

Kristin Freeman, Taylor Grisham with K9 Sasha, Charlotte Gunn (O.L.), Christi Kelley, David Kelley, 

Charles Neal, Jamie Simpson with K9 Yoki, Attila Sipiczki, Andy Stehling with K9 Riffle, Alicia Swanson, 

Eddie-Dean Thomas, Scott Walls, Christopher Weltner and Tom Wheless (Team Leader).  Some of these 

members were responding directly from the search in the Swan Falls area on the same day. 

 

 

THE RACE TO ROBIE CREEK – APRIL 15, 2017 
--MITCHELL BLISS 

 

Some 43 IMSARU volunteers met at the Compound early in the morning to receive a briefing and head out to 

the course for the 40th running of the Race to Robie Creek.  As they arrived on the route, the volunteers dis-

persed to five aid stations along the course and a larger one at the finish line.  Several members also set up 

and operated the unit’s radio repeater and command center, providing the vital capability of course-wide com-

munication to both IMSARU volunteers and event organizers.  A handful of members served as rovers on 

ATVs, providing a mobile link all the way from the first aid station at mile 3 to the finish line. 

 

IMSARU members along the course assisted runners needing everything from blister management to a medi-

cal evacuation from the course at mile 7.  At the finish line aid station, volunteers assisted members of the 

Ada County Paramedics and East Boise County Ambulance Division as they tended to runners suffering from 

dehydration and general exhaustion.  IMSARU volunteers also kept a close eye on the bus line and finish area 

festivities for anyone needing medical assistance.  As runners were cleared to leave after treatment by EMS 

personnel, IMSARU members escorted those patients and their families to the front of the bus line to get 

home and continue their recovery. 

 

Overall it was an outstanding opportunity for IMSARU to be of service to the community and help put on the 

event known as the “toughest half-marathon in the Northwest.”  It also was one of the least medically inten-

sive in many years, presumably because the cool weather meant many fewer heat-related problems. 

 

Special thanks to Kris Scovel for again being the IMSARU liaison to the Race to Robie Creek committee. 
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With the good race conditions, Mitch 

Bliss and Greg Weber did not have 

to work really hard all of the time. 
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NAVIGATION TRAINING – APRIL 29, 2017 
--LINDSY GLICK 

 

After a week’s postponement due to other unit activities, Darryl Beemer led a GPS and map/compass training 

on a beautiful sunny morning at Highland Hollow.  IMSARU members met at nine o’clock and were divided 

into four teams to practice navigation skills in performing various exercises.  Before heading out, all members 

were equipped (borrowing IMSARU gear as needed) with GPS unit, compass, map and task sheet.  We did 

some basic maneuvering through the GPS menus to become familiar with the settings, and Darryl reminded us 

how important it is to clear previous tracks and mark incident command base before heading out.  It would be 

pretty embarrassing to be miles away on a mission and realize you didn’t know how to get back to base! 

 

The navigation activities led us on and off trails, over hills, and past many curious hikers.  Said hikers seemed 

pleased to learn that we were part of IMSARU, out practicing our 

skills.  As someone familiar with map and compass navigation, but 

less so with GPS units, I appreciated the varied design of the training.  

We switched between various map datums, GPS to map, taking bear-

ings and headings with the compass, and even trading between differ-

ent types of GPS units within teams.  On one of the exercises, we 

were challenged by instructions to find a point on the map based off a 

bearing from our current position.  Without marked points on our 

maps, groups resourcefully navigated to visual markers at the given 

bearing, walked in the direction until a flagged point was found, or 

used the points pre-marked on the GPS and then navigated using the 

compass.  All groups found work-arounds and it gave us a good ex-

ample of how we might deal with minor instruction inconsistencies in 

a mission-type setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next and last point prior to returning to base led us via NAD 27 coordinates to a Yeti cooler supplied with 

ice cream bars!  We enjoyed the treat, and debriefed the training and shared learnings. 

 

As a bonus, tracks through the spring grasses were left available for tracking practice, if so desired.  Advanced 

navigation training is being discussed, and ideas can be submitted to Chris Brookman, Jeff Munn or Darryl 

Beemer.  There are also several upcoming REI map and compass classes as volunteer opportunities for mem-

bers to share their recently-honed skills! 

 

Participants were Darryl Beemer, Robin Bird, Mitchell Bliss, Ted Brown, Jim Findley, Lindsy Glick, Jeff 

Munn, Gregg Rettschlag, Israel Shirk and Jerramy Stinnett. 
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EVIDENCE SEARCH TRAINING – APRIL 22, 2017 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

IMSARU does many kinds of missions.  Rescuing someone off a high rock surface or finding a lost child proba-

bly rank the highest in emotional satisfaction, but many of our callouts lead to long hours of slogging through 

challenging terrain without success.  In those cases, we need to be able to say with a high percentage of probabil-

ity that the person was not in our assigned search area.  So out we went, 24 of us, on a Saturday morning to hone 

our skills and remind ourselves that, when searching, there are more clues than people to be found. 

 

What are clues?  If we are lucky, there may be a parked vehicle identified as belonging to the missing person.  Or 

maybe a friend/family member has specific information about where the person was planning to go and the 

route…though experience tells us that people don’t always do what they said they would, and of course there are 

many reasons why it is easy to get off a planned route.  So maybe we are looking for tracks (human or vehicle), 

evidence of human passage through vegetation, items that may have been dropped, anything that doesn’t belong 

there naturally; and we try to figure out how long it has been there (this is called “aging”) and therefore whether 

it could be related to our missing person. 

 

Boise has lots of foothills in sight and plenty of mountains behind them, but we also have nearby thousands of 

acres of high desert, with hills, gullies and “roads” that may or may not be passable.  And there is often a mix of 

public and private land.  If the land is posted, we have to get permission to search there; even if not, we try to 

contact residents before crossing fences. 

 

We set up our base camp trailer out in the high desert, made sure all field searchers had GPS units and had 

cleared any recorded tracks so that only that day’s activities would be on them, consulted maps and any personal 

knowledge of the area, and chose search techniques.  With Gregg as O.L. and Tom working with him on the new 

version of our electronic mapping program [why do the new versions always seem to add complications with 

their “improvements”?] Eddie and Charlotte on communications, and Ken transporting teams and relaying com-

munications when needed, we sent 19 members into the field. 

 

The first task was a road search:  Jimmie and Chris were team leaders, with Becky replacing Chris when he had 

to leave at midday.  Teams spread out on each side of the road, with spacing depending on the vegetation and 

terrain, and walked parallel to the road, looking for signs of people having been there within the designated time 

frame.  Unfortunately, there are still people who think that “public land” or “out in the desert” means it is OK to 

dump any kind of trash, so there were lots of opportunities to try to “age” items ranging from footprints to old 

shoes to broken cell phones to larger household items.  After the long sweep beside the road, the teams also 

searched some areas where they had to set and maintain their boundaries without a road to follow. 

 

When the teams returned to base camp, each member handed over his/her GPS to have the tracks downloaded 

onto the electronic map so the leaders could see exactly what ground had been covered, and the searchers re-

freshed themselves with cookies and brownies before disassembling the base camp and heading back to Boise. 

 

 

 

This training had a mix of new members who hadn’t yet been on a real search, veterans who have participated in 

dozens or maybe scores of missions, and people in between.  Oh, did I mention the wind?  In Boise it was 

breezy; out in the high desert it was forceful.  The command post trailer shook and shivered the entire time, and 
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voice/radio communications were challenged by the strong wind noise, but I wasn’t aware of 

anything actually blowing away to become part of the area’s debris. 

 

Participants included Darryl Beemer, Robin Bird, Mitchell Bliss, Chris Brookman, Aaron Bur-

din, Ron Christensen, Jim Findley, Kristin Freeman, Taylor Grisham, Charlotte Gunn, Eric Hi-

eronymus, Christi Kelley, David Kelley, Becky Louber, Mike Mahms, Guy McKean, Gregg 

Rettschlag, Mike Rowe, Chris Streeter, Ken Swickard, Eddie-Dean Thomas, Scott Walls, Tom 

Wheless and Jimmie Yorgensen. 

 

 

IMSARU HOSTED 2017 MRA CONFERENCE 
 

It had been a long time since we hosted this annual event, and will undoubtedly be a long time 

before we do it again, but thanks to dedicated members who spent countless hours organizing 

and supervising, it worked.  There were lots of choices for pre-conference workshops and for 

both speaking and hands-on events during the main conference.  Jim Findley offered the fol-

lowing summary of the main conference program: 

 

“The program featured more than 40 speakers representing SAR units from eight states, ICAR 

and NASAR, the American Alpine Club, the American Alpine Institute, the National Weather 

Service, equipment manufacturers and testers, local law enforcement and first responders, out-

fitters, and more. 

 

Dr. Ken Zafren, who represents the MRA as a VP of the International Committee for Mountain 

Emergency Medicine, delivered a keynote presentation Friday morning on the 2015 earthquake 

and avalanche in Nepal.  Dr. Christopher Van Tilburg, the MRA Medical Committee Chair, 

delivered a keynote presentation Saturday morning on risks and consequences in mountain res-

cue.  The banquet speaker was retired Fire Captain Brian Brown, who told of his family’s mi-

raculous survival of a private plane crash in the Owyhee Mountains and their rescue by first 

responders that included IMSARU.  Two panel discussions were conducted on what’s new at 

the MRA, and near misses.” 

 

As noted above, dozens of IMSARU members served in various roles to make this event hap-

pen, from reserving facilities, to scheduling times and places, to planning meals (including an 

outdoor Food Truck Lunch that offered a chance for participants to stretch their legs with a half

-mile walk to the site).  The steering committee met regularly for months before the conference 

and we greatly appreciate their work.  And the one name that stands out is Amanda Leader, 

who was the first to suggest that IMSARU do this and who then served as chairwoman for the 

entire process.  Amanda, we thank you, and we hope you have some time to relax before the 

next big event! 
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SWAN FALLS AREA K-9 SEARCH – APRIL 27, 2017 
--MIKE ROWE 

 

On April 27 (yes, same day as the Boise River search on page 1) members of the IMSARU K-9 team, along with 

flankers, responded to a request to search an area approximately 8 miles east of Swan Falls Dam for the suspected 

remains of a missing 64-year-old despondent male.  The subject had been missing since April 20 and his disabled 

vehicle had been located, parked near the Snake River.  Ada County Sheriff’s deputies and Boise Police detec-

tives had searched the area on April 25 without any success.  I had participated in searches on April 21 and 25, 

and now was the IC for this day’s efforts. 

 

Upon arriving above the canyon rim, search team members and their OL, Gregg, soon found that getting K-9 

teams into the search area was going to be a challenge.  The “trail” depicted on the map was barely suitable for an 

ATV.  Ken and Vicki shuttled K-9 teams down the trail into the search area, while a couple of teams decided to 

just walk in.  Gregg assigned four search areas along the river for the K-9 teams.  An initial base was established 

near the trailhead leading down into the canyon, but communication from this base was difficult, so a second base 

was established on top, with good line-of-sight communications with all the search teams. 

 

No areas of interest were found by the K-9 teams in their search areas.  Because of the terrain and distance the K-

9 teams were from base, a new extraction plan was implemented:  An Ada County Sheriff’s boat was used to 

shuttle the K-9 teams from the search area to the Swan Falls boat ramp.  The boat had little protection from the 

wind and water spray, so everyone was sufficiently wet after their ride to the ramp.  Once all of the teams had 

been safely removed from the search area, Ann with her K-9s Cricket and Watson searched the debris piles that 

had been removed from the front of the dam.  Both dogs showed interest in a particular area of the debris piles, 

but a later search did not discover any human remains. 

 

 

Members participating in the search were Jim Findley, Taylor Grisham (K-9 Sasha), Christi Kelley, Dave Kelley, 

Ann Moser (K-9s Cricket and Watson), John Mras, Gregg Rettschlag (O.L.), Mike Rowe (I.C.), Jamie Simpson 

(K-9 Yoki, Andy Stehling (K-9 Riffle), Ken Swickard, Vicki Swickard, Tom Wheless and Jimmie Yorgensen. 
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CALENDAR 
 

June 20 Medical Training     7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

June 24 Field Training – Helicopter or Other   Time & Place TBA 

 

June 27 Business Meeting     7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

June 28-30 SAR Academy for Applicants   6 p.m. at the Compound 

 

July 4  NO MEETING – NATIONAL HOLIDAY 

 

July 11  SAR Training Meeting & Mission Debriefs  7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

July 15  SAR Field Training – Mock Mission   Time & Place TBA 

 

July 18  Medical Training     7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

July 25  Business Meeting     7 p.m. at the Compound 

     

AUGUST IS CORN BOOTH MONTH!! 

 

Aug. 1  Set out Corn Booth & Equipment for cleaning, repair, replacement, etc. 

         7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

Aug. 8  Load Corn Booth & Supplies    7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

Aug. 12 (Sat.) Take Corn Booth to Fairgrounds and Set it Up 9 a.m. (through most of the 

day) 

 

Aug. 13 (Sun.) Finish Corn Booth set-up if not done on Saturday 9 a.m. (if needed) 

 

Aug. 15           Meet at Corn Booth for orientation and final touches. 7 p.m. at the Corn Booth 

 

Aug. 18-27     Corn Booth open for business all day, every day. 

 

Aug. 28          Take down the booth and return all to the Compound.  Meet at the Corn Booth 

                       at 3 p.m. or as soon thereafter as you can. 

 

Sept. 5           Put away Corn Booth materials & equipment 7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

Sept. 12         SAR Training 7 p.m. at the Compound 

 

Sept. 16         SAR Field Exercise Time & Place TBA 
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CORN BOOTH PROJECT 
 

It will be here soon:  Our major fundraising project for the year (approximately half our annual 

budget).  Yes, that Corn Booth at the Western Idaho Fair.  Put it on your calendar now; dates 

are on the preceding page and experienced members pretty much know what they imply.  For 

newer members, here are some guidelines: 

 

All meetings in August, plus extra times, will be devoted to the Corn Booth.  On August 1, we 

pull out materials, equipment and supplies for inventory, cleaning, repair and replacement as 

needed.  On August 8, we load all into trailers and trucks; on the following Saturday, August 

12, we go to the Fairgrounds and turn all those pieces into a booth and work area.  Jeff Munn is 

in charge of these activities and it takes a lot of people to do the assembly quickly and safely.  

Plan to bring ladders, work gloves, tools such as wrenches and electric drills and screwdrivers.  

If we don’t get it all done on Saturday, we have to finish on Sunday. 

 

On that third Tuesday, we meet at the Corn Booth for orientation and info on any changes from 

previous years.  And on Friday, August 18, we open for business.  Many members are already 

working on preparation.  Alisa Rettschlag is handling paper work and ordering supplies.  Layne 

Lewis will again schedule our workers; please say yes to as many shifts as you can fit into 

those days.  (Day shifts run 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., or until evening workers arrive.  Evening 

shifts run 5 p.m. or as soon as you can get there to 11:30 p.m. or so, including nightly cleanup.) 

Diane Mathews will be backup for schedule changes, as she lives close to the Fairgrounds.  

And Gregg Rettschlag will again be the supervisor of nightly cleanup, ordering corn for the 

next day, etc.  And of course it won’t be over until we take down the booth on Monday, August 

28, as soon after 3 p.m. as you can get there, and return everything to the Compound. 

 

What else can you expect?  Camaraderie, heat and/or storms, lots of pleasant interactions with 

the public, all the delicious corn-on-the-cob you care to eat, the chance to get to know other 

IMSARU members in informal setting, the satisfaction of doing your part for the Unit, surpris-

es of some kind...and yes, we have had as many as three missions during a Corn Booth, and we 

handled them. 
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