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  RESCUE AT CAMP GLENWOOD – JULY 5, 2018 
--BRIAN MARINELLI 

 

At approximately 9:45 p.m., there was a mission callout in response to an injured hiker outside of Garden Valley.  Ini-

tial information indicated that the subject was a 13 to 15-year-old male who had fallen down a cliff while hiking south-

west of Camp Glenwood, five miles east of Garden Valley.  It was relayed to our team that Life Flight was on scene 

but unable to hoist the subject off the cliff. 

 

Ten members responded to the Compound by 10:30 p.m.  We loaded into two IMSARU vehicles and two POV’s with 

Gregg Rettschlag assigned as OL.  The team arrived at Camp Glenwood at approximately midnight. 

 

Boise County Sheriff’s Office personnel briefed the team:  The teenage boy had fallen approximately 40 feet down a 

cliff near a waterfall, off of a trail that paralleled Reservoir Creek, a tributary of the Payette River.  The subject was 

about 1.5 miles from the camp.  We immediately prepared our gear to hike in the dark up the trail to meet representa-

tives of the Garden Valley Fire Department and Boise County Sheriff, adult chaperones from Camp Glenwood, and the 

medic from Life Flight.  Gregg and Ron created a cache of technical equipment and distributed it among team mem-

bers. 

 

The fully-loaded 10-person IMSARU team hit the trail at 00:20 a.m.  With a sense of purpose, and headlamps picking 

out hazards, the team negotiated fallen trees, mud-laden depressions, multiple creek crossings, rocks, and stinging net-

tles…with each member relaying warnings of trail hazards to the person behind them. 

 

At 1:00 a.m., after covering 1.2 miles and 440 feet of elevation gain, our team met representatives of the fire depart-

ment, sheriff and Life Flight.  The subject had already been extracted from the cliff and was being carried in a litter.  

He had a compound fracture of the right leg but no visible head injuries.  The Life Flight crew had stabilized the injury 

and given the subject an IV. 
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As soon as contact was made, the IMSARU team took over transporting the subject back down the trail.  All of 

the hazards that the team encountered on the way up the trail now had to be negotiated with the subject in a litter.  

At times there were six people carrying the litter; at other times the trail conditions allowed only two.  It took an-

other hour to transport the subject back down to Camp Glenwood, with teamwork ensuring that everyone made it 

back safely. 

 

The subject was placed in the Life Flight helicopter at 2:30 a.m. for a quick flight back to Boise.  At this point, 

the IMSARU team turned their attention to accounting for all equipment and ensuring all team members made it 

back safely to the Compound after their strenuous night on a dark trail. 

 

Responding IMSARU members were Tim Agenbroad, William Burdge, Ron Christensen, Curtis Frazier, Brian 

Marinelli, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag (O.L.), Daniel Roberts, Sam Stone and Eddie-Dean Thomas. 

 

 

MISSING WOMAN IN TWIN FALLS COUNTY – JULY 22, 2018 
--JAMIE SIMPSON 

An elderly woman with dementia was missing from her home since about 6:30 p.m. the previous evening.  A bit 

before noon, the Twin Falls County Sheriff’s Office called IMSARU for help in the search, especially requesting 

search K-9’s.  Our K-9 team was just finishing up a building search training when the call came; they quickly 

regrouped and headed to Filer to assist with the search. 

 

According to the Sheriff’s personnel, several hundred volunteers had searched a ten-square-mile area around the 

point last seen.  Helicopters and ATV’s had been used, with no sign of the missing person.  Officials especially 

wanted K-9’s to search along canals in proximity to the missing woman’s home.  The three K-9 teams split up, 

conducting a search around the subject’s home and working until evening with members of the Twin Falls Coun-

ty Search and Rescue team to search different sections of the canals.  Two of the dogs did indicate scent at spots 

along the canal bank.  The missing woman’s body was found the next afternoon, approximately five miles down-

stream from the search area. 

 

IMSARU members responding were Christi and Dave Kelley with K-9 Hank, Ann Moser with K-9 Oscar, Jamie 

Simpson with K-9 Yoki, plus Ron Christensen, Brian Marinelli and Gregg Rettschlag as flankers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

R: Yoki taking a 

cooling break from 

the search. 
Source: Jamie Simpson 

 

L: Aerial Observer 

field training in 

Garden Valley 
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   TIPS FROM THE ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION  
     --VIA JAMIE SIMPSON  
The stress experienced by families and caregivers when a person with dementia wanders and becomes lost is signifi-

cant. Have a plan in place beforehand, so you know what to do in case of an emergency:  

--Keep a list of people to call on for help. Have telephone numbers easily accessible.  

--Ask neighbors, friends and family to call if they see the person alone.  

--Keep a recent, close-up photo and updated medical information on hand to give to police.  

--Know your neighborhood. Pinpoint dangerous areas near the home, such as bodies of water, open stairwells, dense 

foliage, tunnels, bus stops and roads with heavy traffic.  

--Is the individual right or left-handed? Wandering generally follows the dominant hand direction.  

--Keep a list of places where the person may wander. This could include past jobs, former homes, places of worship or 

a restaurant.  

--Provide the person with ID jewelry.  

--If the person does wander, search the immediate area for no more than 15 minutes. Call 911 and re-port to the police 

that a person with Alzheimer’s disease—a “vulnerable adult”—is missing.  

 

 

   AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS TRAINING – JULY 14, 2018  
      --BILL MILLER  
Joe Corlett, Doug Culley and I proceeded to Garden Valley Airport, with weather forecast for the Boi-se area of near 

100 degrees F. with mostly light winds. There we met about thirty of the Idaho Moun-tain Search and Rescue folks for 

training a number of new air observers. Joe and I each flew four mis-sions, carrying two observers per flight. IMSARU 

folks had placed four search subjects (vehicle, man-ikin or person) at distances ranging from four to seven miles from 

the airport. Doug, unable to fly due to recent neck surgery, stood by as aviation ground coordinator.  

We flew a total of sixteen observers, exposing them to aircraft operations, communication, navigation and in-flight co-

ordination. First flights departed from Garden Valley at 0930 and we completed all eight flights by 1100. IMSARU’s 

Training Coordinator, Chris Brookman, did a great job of setting things up and debriefing the training. He thoroughly 

explained all the requirements to the observers. Chris and I briefly discussed possible future training sessions, perhaps 

over desert sites launching from Murphy, Sunrise Skypark or even Homedale.  

Back to Top 
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  SAFETY EDUCATION AT SILVER SPRINGS ELEMENTARY  
      --MIKE BUCKINGHAM  
Fifth-grade summer school students at Silver Springs Elementary School (Nampa School District) were reading a novel 

about survival. The teachers used a field trip to the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge and a Safe-ty Education presentation by IM-

SARU to correlate information presented in the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen.  

I was warmly greeted by 21 students and 3 teachers. The students were very enthusiastic to learn more about backcountry 

survival. They thought the book was “awesome” and were eager to talk about the main character (a 13-year-old boy who 

is the sole survivor of a backcountry plane crash in the wilderness of Canada.)  

A presentation of the “Ten Essentials” was peppered with references to the book and was well received, as evidenced by 

the plethora of questions. (Yes, I had scrambled to read the book!) A hands-on period with my 24-hour pack and dozens 

more questions filled the remaining 25 minutes.  

The excitement shown by these students made this a very interactive and rewarding session, especially when I discovered 

that none of these students had ever hiked or camped.  

 

 

   THOUGHTS FROM IMSARU COORDINATOR  
      ROD KNOPP  
As we approach another year I would like to share some thoughts about who we are and where we came from, as one of 

the longest-serving volunteer SAR organizations in the U.S.  

When I started in 1964, the Unit was a group of about 15 people who shared our founding members’ vi-sion of an orga-

nized and trained group of volunteers providing search and rescue in our area. I consider it a privilege to be a part of the 

group. We operated for years out of donated space, moving several times before landing at our present location. In the be-

ginning, our equipment consisted of an old surplus Jeep station wagon and rescue equipment that easily fit in a small stor-

age closet. Callouts were done by tele-phone (no cellphones!) Communications in the field were CB radios, and later by 

donated large and heavy VHF radios.  

Over the years, the Unit grew by focusing on our mission statement and operating in a fiscally conserva-tive manner. 

Money was spent only to achieve our mission goals. For years we maintained a goal of someday finding a permanent 

home, saving what surplus funds we could with the hope of purchasing our own property. That goal was finally achieved 

in 1989, thanks to our small building fund, donations and a loan cosigned by Ted Strasser, one of our earliest members. 

Members contributed a tremendous amount of labor over many months to make our new home habitable. Our garage was 

constructed in 1998, in large part due to a substantial donation from Larry Novak and focused fundraising by several other 

mem-bers.  

Our communications capability improved greatly over the years, thanks to George Gunn who amassed a cache of radios 

that brought us into the 21st century. Our two new trucks came from an effort led by Jim-mie Yorgensen and several mem-

bers who were able to secure grants for their purchase.  

Our long-term success, I believe, is in part due to a continued focus on our corporate goals. In order to continue our suc-

cess we must remain focused on those goals. We have a legal and moral obligation to operate in an efficient and effective 

manner to achieve those goals. This will require sometimes difficult decisions by our Board of Directors and ultimately by 

the whole membership. All ideas and proposals from the membership deserve due consideration from the Board, whose 

responsibility it is to make the right decisions. Not all proposals can be implemented. Having cash reserves in the bank is 

not a reason to spend them. Thanks to all current and past members who have made this all possible!  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 



 
 

Page 5 

SEARCH IN SUNSET MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT AREA 
JUNE 12, 13 AND 16, 2018 

ARTICLE BASED ON REPORTS BY MIKE ROWE (TRACKING), CHRISTI KELLEY (K9 HAN-

DLER), SACHIN JOSHI (FINAL DAY) AND GREGG RETTSCHLAG (OPERATIONS LEADER) 

 

On June 8, a 23-year-old male left home, said to be going camping; he seemed to be in good spirits but was re-

ported to be suicidal a few months earlier.  He was originally believed to have a gun but the gun was later locat-

ed in his home.  His vehicle was noticed by recreationists that day, wedged into brush at the end of a small spur 

road, but not reported until June 11.  Law officers connected the vehicle report to the missing person report on 

June 12 and Boise County S.O. personnel served as Command. 

 

Search dogs and their handlers worked all three days of the search, despite darkness and very little air move-

ment to carry scent.  Trackers worked sign from the location of the vehicle, through a marsh area, and also 

found matching tracks under a towel known to belong to the missing man.  They stated that the difference in the 

age of the subject’s tracks and IMSARU searchers’ tracks was quite noticeable, based on plant damage and col-

or. 

 

On the final day, Jim Findley, Brandon Mart and Sachin Joshi were assigned to search an area of brush and 

deadfall.  Sachin stated that he crossed the creek to avoid some brush and stumbled “completely accidentally” 

unto a pair of jeans in the creek bed.  At that point, they radioed Base of their find and continued down the 

creek until they found the body of the missing man. 

 

Once the rest of the team arrived, Gregg switched from Operations Leader to Tech Team Lead for the packag-

ing and hoisting of the subject up the ridge.  Gregg organized a Z-drag to take the litter to the top of the ridge, 

followed by a belay-lowering down to the abandoned forest road littered with fallen trees.  A Hot Shot team 

was working in the area and came over to help.  The deceased subject was transported via ATV to a BCSO ve-

hicle, utilizing the road cleared by the Hot Shot team. 

 

Meanwhile, on the final day of the search, Forest Service law enforcement notified IMSARU searchers that an 

estimated 60 volunteer searchers (family and friends) were about 30 minutes away from Base, so one search 

team was asked to return to Base to help organize these volunteers.  It turned out to be 39 volunteers who ar-

rived very close to the time when the subject’s body was located.  Forest Service LE Clayton Albright volun-

teered to inform immediate family members that the body had been found, and he met with them privately 

away from the main group.  The deceased subject was transported via ATV to a BCSO vehicle, utilizing the 

road cleared by the Hot Shots team.  The coroner’s report listed cause of death as hypothermia. 

 

IMSARU members who responded to this mission are listed with number of days each participated:  Darryl 

Beemer-2, Arnold Beltran-1, Chris Brookman-2, Aaron Burdin-2, William Burdge-1, Juan Burzaco-1, Ron 

Christensen-2, Chase Christopher-1, Darren Denardis-1, Nick Dawson-1, Jim Findley-1, Curtis Frazier-1, Jake 

Gillis-1, Jerry Holmes-1, Steve Hunt-1, Sachin Joshi-1, Linda Kearney w/K9 Cayenne-2, Christi Kelley w/K9 

Hank-2, Dave Kelley-1, Amanda Leader-2, Mike Mancuso-1, Brandon Mart-1, Ted Marx-2, Ann Moser w/K9 

Oscar-1, Alisa Rettschlag-3, Gregg Rettschlag-3, Daniel Roberts-2, Michael Rock-1, Mike Rowe-1, Israel 

Shirk-1, Sam Stone-2, Eddie Dean Thomas-2, Tom Wheless-3.  Rod Knopp and Charlotte Gunn handled in-

town coordination. 
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Above: The relief of the end of the Sunset mission.  Wonderful inner-agency response; special thank you to all 

law enforcement agencies and to the Idaho City Hotshots for extraction assistance.  

Below: Amanda Leader, Arnaldo Beltran, and Jerry Holmes navigating the steep forest.  Photos courtesy of 

Gregg Rettschlag 
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MISSING PERSONS IN NEW CENTERVILLE – JUNE 15, 2018 
--SCOTTY PERKINS 

A mission call from the Boise County S.O. at 0546 hours said a 62-year-old woman and her 13-year-old grand-

daughter had left the family home near New Centerville on an ATV at 2000 hours the night before and not re-

turned.  Neither had warm clothing nor did they have supplies. 

 

Our team rolled from the IMSARU Compound at 0700 hours in vehicles 901, 902, and three POVs, travelled 

together up Idaho 21 and rendezvoused near Meadow Creek and Grimes Creek outside of New Centerville.  

Gregg set up the base and directed the start of the search. 

 

Chris and Scotty formed Team 1 in Scotty’s POV; Aaron and Jim were Team 2 in IMSARU 902.  At 0925 

hours both teams headed into the Meadow Creek area on USFS 364B1.  Team 1 stopped to investigate possible 

ATV tracks and Team 2 moved ahead to identify promising ATV tracks on USFS X312T.  A private helicopter 

that had been requested by Boise County reported at 1010 hours that they’d found our subjects, who appeared to 

be in reasonably good condition; the pilot and his passenger had successfully dropped a supply bag to the sub-

jects.  The ATV tracks being followed by Team 2 appeared to be in the general direction of the GPS location 

reported by the helicopter, so our teams were feeling optimistic about the prospects for the mission. 

 

Unfortunately, there was a hiccup:  The pilot flying the helicopter intended to report the GPS coordinates of the 

subjects but actually reported those of the Idaho City Airport.  The helicopter set down in a safe landing zone 

for IMSARU Teams to meet the pilot and agree on next steps.  

The pilot would instead communicate to the teams, using a unit 

handheld via the IMSARU frequencies, relocate the subjects, and 

guide the teams to their location.  Team 2 headed forward, fol-

lowing the ATV tracks and looking for a path to the subjects; 

Team 1 followed. 

 

The teams then encountered the second hiccup.  With the subjects 

located, it appeared the teams were on the best available USFS 

road to reach the subjects.  However, Team 2 found that road 

blocked with a fallen tree; without a winch or a chainsaw, the on-

ly option was to turn around and seek another road.  Both teams 

headed out to the highest available point to wait for direction 

from the helicopter, meeting at the Harris Creek Summit at 1114 

hours. 

 

After consulting with the pilot, and overcoming an honest bit of skepticism, the teams headed together along a 

narrow, unnumbered 4WD road that the pilot was confident had a winding but clear path to the subjects.  The 

helicopter was low on fuel and disengaged from the search at 1136 hours.  The instincts of the pilot regarding 

the 4WD road proved to be correct.  After tracing the ridge on doubletrack for approximately eight miles at alti-

tudes between 5200 and 4700 feet, our teams located the subjects in good condition at 1154 hours.  They were 

in good spirits and both declined medical attention.  They reported they’d gotten lost after dark and decided to 

stop for the night.  The grandmother had a pocket lighter, and they made a fire ring and campfire for warmth 

overnight.  Both subjects loaded into 902 and were safely returned to family at 1238 hours.  By 1430 hours, our  

teams had safely returned to the Compound.  
 

IMSARU members responding were Chris Brookman, Aaron Burdin, Jim Findley, Scotty Perkins and Gregg 

Rettschlag (designated OL.)  
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Consultation time with the helicopter pilot. 
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CALENDAR 
 

Aug. 17-26    Corn Booth at the Western Idaho Fair – our major annual fundraiser. 

 

Aug. 27 Dismantle the Corn Booth and return materials to the Compound. 

 

Aug. 28 Sort, clean and store Corn Booth equipment and supplies.  7:00 p.m. 

 

Sept. 4  General Meeting – Will include some evaluation of Corn Booth, 7:00 p.m. 

  although not all results will be available yet. 

 

Sept. 8   --MRA summer recertification exercise.   

The international Mountain Rescue Association, of which IMSARU is a member, requires each SAR unit to 

recertify every five years in performance tests that include winter skills (including high-angle and low-angle 

rescue, and avalanche search)  plus three-season skills that include high-angle and low-angle technical res-

cue, individual technical skills tests of five members, and search.  A minimum of three evaluators from other 

MRA teams conduct the tests, and the grade is Pass/Fail.  If not all the exercises are completed on the 8th, 

they will finish on the 9th. 

 

Sept. 11 Debrief of MRA recertification plus training [?]    7:00 p.m. 

 

Sept. 18 Medical Training        7:00 p.m. 

 

Sept. 25 Business Meeting        7:00 p.m. 

 

Oct. 2  Election of Officers for 2019       7:00 p.m. 

 

Oct. 9  SAR Training Meeting       7:00 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

 
We are grateful to the following individuals and organizations that have made cash donations to IMSARU.  

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and gifts to us are considered charitable donations for IRS purpos-

es.  All of our members are unpaid volunteers and we never charge for our services. 

 

 REI Co-op  Anonymous via Network For Good  Nelnet, Inc. 

 Combined Federal Campaign of Greater SoCal  Ronald and Angela Christensen 

   The Bill & Jackie Clark Memorial Foundation 

 

We also thank KPG Boise for printing IMSARU brochures as a donation. 
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