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BODY RECOVERIES NEAR PRAIRIE – MARCH 17, 2008
--AVERY WYNINGS

On Monday, the Elmore County Sheriff’s
SAR received a call that two snowmobilers
had last been seen on Friday. After a few
hours’ searching, the two were found, deceased, about 200 feet down a cliff near the
South Fork of the Boise River. The snowmobiles were parked at the top and it was
suspected the two men had walked over to
the edge to look at the view, slipped and
fallen to their death.
Due to the steep terrain, ECSAR requested
IMSARU early Monday afternoon to assist
in the recovery of the two victims, utilizing
the unit’s technical skills and equipment.
After packing the technical equipment and
other necessary gear, the responding members headed for Prairie—via Mountain
Home, having been told (incorrectly) that
the shorter route was not yet open. At the
turnoff in Prairie they were met by members
of ECSAR and members of the local community with (Text cont. on P 4, Photos on P 8)

Rope system for raising bodies.

-Photo by C. Kidwell
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AVALANCHE TRAINING EMPHASIZES PERSONAL SAFETY
FEBRUARY 5, 7, 9-10, 2008
--JIMMIE YORGENSEN
Seven feet of snow on top of Mores Mountain provided the perfect stage for IMSARU’s annual avalanche training. Two evening classes and two full days in the mountains allowed both new and experienced members the opportunity to brush up or learn first-hand many search and rescue techniques, proper use of equipment, snow conditions and working effectively as a team. While all are
important, nothing took precedence over personal safety
in the back country and we were constantly reminded as
we progressed through the instruction and field exercises.
As a relatively new member, it was my first opportunity
to get to spend much time with our instructors, Winston
Cheyney and Mark Westerdoll. Both are experienced in
many aspects of SAR, but particularly experienced,
knowledgeable and passionate about back-country winter survival and avalanche awareness. Mark has been a
member of IMSARU for eight years. Besides backcountry winter rescue, he is also a member of the unit’s
technical rescue team. Past experience includes fifteen
years on ski patrol at various ski areas and five years
leading the back-country cat-ski program at Soldier
Mountain Ski Area. In his other life he is a captain with
the Boise City Fire Department and a member of their
dive team.
Mark checking snow structure -Photo by Mackintosh

Winston started volunteering for SAR in Colorado in
1972 and has been a member of IMSARU since 1991. Other team activities include the K9 team,

Life Flight gave a lift to the top-of-mountain training site.

-Photo by R. Mackintosh
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where Winston is presently working with his second search dog. His experience includes having
been caught in an avalanche himself in 1974 and being found by his quick-thinking friends; he was
covered with four feet of snow, was not wearing a beacon and considers himself very lucky to be
alive. In Winston’s other life he is an ICU nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital.
The two evening classes and Saturday’s field exercise were used for instruction and demonstration in
personal safety, avalanche rescue techniques and proper use of equipment. A great deal of time was
given to avalanche awareness, assessing and measuring risk, evaluating snow conditions, route selection and generally staying safe, whether on a rescue mission or enjoying personal recreation. Individual and team safety were always the highest priority.
Saturday afternoon was also an opportunity for Winston and his dog Skadi to brush up on their avalanche search skills. Some of the class members took turns getting buried for the dog to find. At the
end of the day, everyone was accounted for and Skadi was ready for a break.
On Sunday the avalanche training concluded with a mock mission. The scenario was two lost snowboarders believed to have been avalanched on Mores Mountain in the Bogus Basin area. We were to
use the training and skills obtained during the past few days to lead a safe and successful search for
the missing. The exercise started with IMSARU members marking off a helicopter landing area at
Bogus Basin’s Buttercup parking lot and preparing to be airlifted to the top of Mores Mountain by
Life Flight. It was a cool experience—thanks, Mark, for setting that up. After transport, and under
the leadership of Mark and Winston, we picked a safe route, followed proper procedures, dug a snow
pit and successfully evaluated the snow conditions and potential risks.
Upon reaching the search area, we assigned a team leader and identified team member responsibilities. One snowboarder was believed to have been wearing a beacon; with the use of our transceivers
we successfully reached and uncovered him. The other victim was not wearing a beacon, so we located him by using a grid search procedure and probes. So far, so good.
However, we were all a long way from the parking lot and the helicopter was not coming back to
pick us up. Half of us were on skis and the other half on snowshoes. I’m not sure how many miles
we snowshoed, but it required over two hours for that group to reach the parking lot. Personally, I’m
going to look into either purchasing a set of skis or getting into better shape. It was, nonetheless, a
beautiful winter day in Idaho and a very good avalanche training class.
Members participating in Sunday’s finale with instructors Winston Cheyney and Mark Westerdoll
were John Ferguson, Aimee Hastriter, Kyle Hoppe, Wade Kimball, Mac Mackintosh, Josh Nichols,
Phil Sander, Jimmie Yorgensen and Eric Zuber. Great job, all, and thanks again to Winston and
Mark for sharing their knowledge and expertise with the rest of us.

2008 DUES ARE OVERDUE
Our by-laws say that dues for the calendar year are to be paid by the first meeting in April. So, if you
are reading this but haven’t yet paid, don’t put it off any longer. Continuing members pay $30 for the
year, which covers dues for state and national organizations plus this delightful publication. If you
can’t remember whether you’ve paid this year, ask Charlotte or check the list on the bulletin board at
the front of the meeting room. If you haven’t, give cash or check to Charlotte or leave a check (NOT
cash) in her mailbox with a note of what it is for.
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(cont. from page 1) snowmobiles wishing to assist in the recovery of their fallen friends.
The IMSARU team unloaded the trucks and packed their gear on snowmobiles and sleds provided by locals. The team was then ferried a few miles out to the location. On site were more
snow and several more friends and family members.
Bob Meredith coordinated the technical recovery. This was not a straight cliff but offered
many different angles, rocks of all sizes up to huge boulders, slippery footing and unstable
surfaces—and no anchor points on top. After discussion amongst the teams in charge, it was
agreed that a vertical rope recovery system would be safer then carrying the deceased around
the cliff and up the canyon. The IMSARU member unloaded the sleds and started the preparations for deploying several 300-ft safety rope lines over the edge. To create adequate anchors
for the safety ropes and haul line, we buried a group of snowmobiles in the snow pack, all the
way down to dirt. Meanwhile, Josh Nichols was suiting up to climb down the cliff face to locate the hazards and determine the safest route. A haul line and belay line were prepared for
the rescue litter. After the haul line and safety lines were secured, the team needed to protect
the ropes from the rough lava rock and from being buried in the snow pack. When the safety
checks were complete Josh, Bill, and Tim rappelled to the bottom while the rest of the team
assisted in lowering the litter for the first recovery. Carl and some of the Elmore County team
hiked around the cliffs to the bottom to help in packaging the deceased for the litter. To overcome radio communication complications, an IMSARU team member monitored the edge and
relayed the commands between the litter team and the haul lines.
The first recovery proceeded slowly and attentively, as necessitated by the terrain and the need
to maneuver around safety hazards while the litter handlers proceeded up the cliff face. After
the first victim was topside, the tired (but good-spirited) litter attendants proceeded back to the
bottom for the second victim. The second recovery was completed in less time since the hazards had been cleared and the most efficient route was set up by the litter attendants. After
the second recovery and all members were safely at the top, the team dug out the buried snowmobiles, packed all the ropes and gear on the sleds and headed back to the vehicles at the main
road. The team got back to the vehicles just as the sun was setting. On the way out of the
area we stopped at the Y-Stop store and restaurant where we were greeted by many appreciative family and friends of the deceased and also treated to a hot meal. Many of the members
were exhausted but all made it back safely. At the Compound additional members were waiting to assist in unloading the trucks and spreading wet gear across the meeting room to dry.
IMSARU members were Chris Harry, Aimee Hastriter, Tim Henning, Carl Kidwell, Bill Lindenau, Bob Meredith (Team Leader), Josh Nichols, Lee Pierce, Phil Sander, and Avery Wynings. Charlotte Gunn and George Gunn handled in-town coordination of IMSARU resources.

IT’S SPRING CLEANING TIME – SATURDAY, MAY 3
Linda Kearney, our Facilities Director, has set Saturday, May 3, as the day to clean up the
building and grounds. We will start at 9 a.m. and continue as long as the projects and our energy last. Bring work gloves, lawn tools, and whatever else you think might be helpful. If
you have noticed tasks that need to be done, mention them to Linda so she can put them on the
list. Lunch will be served to the workers; rumor has it that Wade Kimball will be firing up the
Dutch ovens.
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MOTORIST STRANDED ON SQUAW BUTTE – FEBRUARY 18, 2008
--DANNY CONE
On Monday evening, February 18, Sgt. Carter of Payette County Sheriff’s Office called me, as he is my
neighbor, and asked how IMSARU could be reached. The quickest way I knew was “call George,” so I
gave him the number. The P.C.S.O. had a person stuck in mud and snow in a remote part of the county
and they could not reach him with their 4x4s. George turned it over to Rod, our coordinator, while he
started the search for members living west of Boise who could respond most quickly. Rod contacted
P.C.S.O. Dispatch and then Gem County, as the cell phone calls were going to Gem County. They determined this person was in Payette County.
I had some information and Cpl. Bullington of P.C.S.O. also met with me at my house while I was
loading up the snow cat and gear. Pagers went off for IMSARU members to be on standby and George
had John heading to Payette to meet me at Hwy. 52 and Big Willow Road. I recruited Neil again, as
this was in his back yard (so to speak.) John met us and we headed up Big Willow to Succor Creek to
Van Duzen Road. When cell phones worked, we called in; our radios were useless.
Rod updated us. They thought at one time the subject said he was up on Big Flat so we headed up.
However, the road didn’t fit the conditions Cpl. Bullington had given me; he said the road was packed
snow and ours was bare. We had no cell coverage, no radio reception, but Neil, John and I are ham
radio operators. Neil KE7CSJ hit the Squaw Butte repeater with a c.q. any station, and Lanny Ryles
KD7NPQ of Ontario, Oregon answered and set up a patch call to Rod in Boise. We studied the maps
at both ends and it was decided we would go back and up Four Mile [Creek Road]. Rod also contacted
the wrecker driver who had tried to reach the stranded vehicle, and he confirmed this direction. Lanny
stood by on his radio until we terminated the search.
Up on Four Mile we hit snow, unloaded the cat, found where the wrecker had turned around, had a
weak cell signal and called Rod. (I figured any time we could do it was a good time to call with our
very limited communications.) Rod informed us that the subject had freed himself and had returned
home. We reloaded the cat and returned through Emmett, as that was the closest pavement, at which
time we called Rod and he said he was going home also.
The ham radios with Lanny KD7NPQ and Neil KE7CSJ were invaluable this night. Many, many
thanks to both. Rod even said he is going to have to reconsider his thoughts about ham radios. And I
will be encouraging as many IMSARU members as possible to take the ham class and get licensed.
Responding were Danny Cone, John Ferguson and Neil Goodfellow. In-town coordinator was Rod
Knopp. Temperature on top was 15 degrees; I was home by 3:30 a.m. and up at 6:30 to go to work.

CHANGE IN PERSONNEL
After several years as New Member Coordinator, Ron Moomey decided it was someone else’s turn.
Thank you, Ron, for all your work and help with so many things!!! Replacing Ron is Rick Webster.
Our New Member Coordinator tries to greet everyone who comes to a meeting with thoughts of possibly joining, supplies information and paperwork, arranges the Field Certification classes required of all
new members, notifies the appropriate people when the pack check has been done and a new member
is ready to be on the call-out list, keeps track of who has received the orange shirt and first set of
patches, etc., etc., etc. Rick, we hope you will also keep this job for several years, and we thank you
for accepting the responsibility.
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MISSING DAY-HIKERS NEAR CROUCH – MARCH 24, 2008
--ANN MOSER
I was still angry at myself for missing yesterday’s call-out when Tom Kearney—my IMSARU mentor—called to tell me we were on stand-by for another mission. Since I don’t
have a pager, Tom graciously said he would call me when we had a call-out. Yesterday (a
Sunday), I managed to forget all about my cell phone as I was doing yard work. I got the
message too late and missed the opportunity to go on my first mission! The next day I
vowed to never let my cell phone leave my side. Around 0900 Tom called again; this time I
was ready…except I still had to run home to get appropriate clothes! I had my 24-hour pack
in my car at work, but didn’t quite have all the clothes I’d need for a wet day outside. Fortunately, I had enough time to go home and change. Maybe next time I will be completely
prepared!
We met at the Compound at 10:25 and headed out to the Garden Valley Ranger Station,
which would serve as our base. We knew only that Boise County requested help in finding
two day-hikers who had left home early Sunday morning and not returned. Chris Harry was
air observer in a plane whose pilot, Jerry Terlisner, was trying to navigate around the storm
clouds hovering over Boise. Their mission was to search for the vehicle of the missing hikers. I rode with Kris Scovel in her personal rig, so I didn’t get to experience a trip in 901 or
902.
When we arrived at the Ranger Station, George Gunn had already set up as IC. Capt. Rogers
was out on a snowmobile, checking the road from Crouch to Silver Creek Plunge, where the
trail groomer had reported seeing automotive tracks on the snowmobile trail. Shortly after
our arrival, the father of one of the missing hikers came in to tell us what he knew. We were
looking for two young men in their early 20’s. They had left a note for the father early on
Sunday morning, saying they were going to the Crouch area to check out some hot springs.
Specifically, they said they wanted to get to “the old ranger station.” Winston Cheyney, obviously an avid hotspringer, knew that there were two hot springs (Boiling Springs and
Moondipper) accessible from that area. Since there are also several hot springs accessible
from Highway 21, George thought it would be good to check those areas just in case they
had changed their minds. George had just assigned two people to drive up Highway 21,
when Boise County dispatch called and said the missing hikers were found! They were located by the deputy and his party about a mile from the bridge near Boiling Springs. They
had got the Jeep thoroughly stuck when they tried to return, but at least they were about
where they said they would be.
The father thanked us heartily, even though all we did was voluntarily take Monday off of
work! Since we had snowmobiles ready to go, several people decided to stay and play in the
Garden Valley area, and a couple of others went snowshoeing. The rest of us went to lunch
at the Runaway Café in Garden Valley.
Yes, I do have my cell phone with me right now and my car is packed with lots of extra
clothes! (Cont. on page 9)

IMSARU CALENDAR
Apr. 6

Search Dog Training—Contact Winston Cheyney at 345-6329.

Apr. 8

SAR Training—Review Operations for Race to Robie Creek

7:30 p.m.

Apr. 15

Medical Training—Prep for Race to Robie Creek

7:30 p.m.

Apr. 19

Race to Robie Creek
All Day
Contact Rick Thompson to volunteer if you haven’t already done so.

Apr. 20

Search Dog Training—Contact Tom Kearney at 321-1175.

Apr. 22

Search Dog Handlers’ Meeting
IMSARU Business Meeting

Apr. 29

NO MEETING SCHEDULED AT THIS TIME. STAY TUNED.

May 3

IMSARU Cleanup Day at the Compound.
Lunch will be provided.

May 6
May 10

SAR Training—Helicopter Operations
7:30 p.m.
Note that Training & General Meetings have been switched.
SAR Field Training—Helicopter Operations
Time & Place TBA

May 13

General Meeting (includes de-briefs of missions since April 1)

May 16-18

Washington State SARCON in Cashmere, WA. (Pre-conference classes earlier.)

May 17

Great Potato Race

May 20

Medical Training

7:30 p.m.

May 27

Business Meeting

7:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Start at 9:00 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

Time & Place TBA

May 30-June 1 K-9 Water Seminar with Jonni Joyce, Instructor
McCall, ID
Sponsored by IMSARU—Contact George Gunn at 378-7787 for info.
June 3

General Meeting (includes de-briefs of missions since May 13)

7:30 p.m.

June 10

SAR Training—Tech Basic Training (required for Search Tech)

7:30 p.m.

June 14

SAR Field Training—Tech Basic Training

Time & Place TBA

NOTE: Except for Search Dog Trainings, which are held in various locations, if meeting
place is not listed, it will be at the Compound, 2519 Federal Way.
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Josh at the top after one of many trips up and
down the face.

Overview of the darkening scene as the teams prepare to take the
litters down.
Below: Snowmobiles dug in to serve as anchors for the systems.
Aimee is checking the belays while the haul system is being set up.
( Note the person standing on the rope is a spontaneous volunteer )

Left: In foreground, Tim works on assembling a system.
Background, Aimee and Bob consult on the next step.
Below: Haul system and belays in action. Compare the
snowmobile on the right with the ones serving as anchors to
see how the anchor-machines are sunken into the snow.

All photos by C. Kidwell
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(Cont. from page 6) IMSARU participants included Winston Cheyney w/K9, Charlotte Gunn
w/K9, George Gunn (O.L.), Chris Harry (air observer), Aimee Hastriter, Tom Kearney, Carl
Kidwell, Wade Kimball, Mac Mackintosh, Ann Moser, Vicky Moss, Lee Pierce, Kris Scovel,
Jerry Terlisner (Ada County Aerial Sheriffs pilot), Mark Westerdoll w/snowmobiles and ATV,
Everett Wood w/ATVs, Avery Wynings, and Jimmie Yorgensen. Rod Knopp was in-town coordinator, with Chris Harry finishing off after Rod had to go to his paid job.
Many thanks to the personnel at the Garden Valley Ranger Station and especially to Rick
Dunlap, Helicopter Manager, for their welcome and facilities for search coordination.

MACHINE RESCUE – TECHNICAL TRAINING
AT ANDERSON RANCH RESERVOIR – FEBRUARY 13, 2008
--DANNY CONE
[Editor’s Note: IMSARU searches for and rescues people; we don’t do machines. However,
when a snowmobiler’s machine slid 500 feet or more down a slope to the edge of the water but
did not roll and appeared undamaged, the owner appealed to us. A few members of our technical team decided to attempt the retrieval as a training exercise is setting snow anchors and roping for raising systems.]
Three of us left Boise at 8 a.m. and met the other two at the dam at 9:30. While Bob went in on
his tracked ATV for a quick recon, we unloaded the snow cat and I played on the first few hundred yards of the avalanche-littered road. Bob returned and the owners also arrived. As this
was an operation we normally don’t do but had decided to use as a spontaneous training, we all
signed release waivers.
We all went in, seven people on four sleds and one tracked ATV with a tow-behind skiequipped trailer loaded with all the gear. By the way, the snow sleds are one-person machines,
not intended for double riders; Danny and Carl found that out several times. (The cat would not
get past three of the more than a dozen slides, so it was not used.) We arrived at the site at
around 11:30 a.m.
Bob, Aimee, Collin, Carl, owner Robert and his son Chad went down to the errant snowmobile
and started busting it free from the slide and ice surrounding it. It started up and ran, even
though when they left the reservoir a few days earlier they had heard it idling but did not risk
going down to shut it off. The crew broke down a ramp in the shelf at the bottom and took the
sled out on the snowslide-covered ice to get a run at it. We had talked earlier about riding it on
the ice, but discounted that idea quickly when I noticed a large brown mass out in a refrozen
hole—probably a deer.
Chad rode the machine up about 75 to 100 feet of the 500+foot ravine but could not steer it in
the uphill direction they wanted it to go; when it broke in the wrong direction he stopped before
it went back toward the water (ice) again. The team at the bottom set up two different three-toone rope systems and got it raised to the halfway point with several resets. This was all in snow
way above knee-deep.
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I was on top rigging a rappel and ascending rope anchored to a sled for the team to use; a second line anchored to another sled that I buried in the snow to use for a change of direction; and
a one-to-one for the steep top-half raise, to the back of Bob’s tracked ATV. All the hard work
was done in the lower half. Bob, Aimee and Carl came up and we proceeded to raise it up the
steep part with the tracked ATV. The anchor wouldn’t hold so I leaned against it, as it was suggested I had the most holding power (or lead below the belt). So I planted my feet and positioned my belt and lead against the back of the sled, Bob pulled, the anchor held, Aimee and
Carl guided and Chad worked the throttle of the sled being raised. In two resets (because of a
curve in the road), we had it to the top. At the top we had to dig a ramp and lift it by hand over
the hump.
The raising was done by 4 p.m.. We unburied the three machines I had positioned for anchors,
loaded up the gear, and I rode the now extra machine out to the dam by 5:30-ish. We stopped
in Mountain Home for a very fine relaxing dinner, using some of the gas money the owners had
given us. (They also made a donation to IMSARU.) In addition to the owner and his son, the
team was Bob Meredith, Carl Kidwell, Aimee Hastriter, Collin Garner and Danny Cone.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Jim and Suzanne Shemwell – It turns out that the cash donation from Robin/Tani Media Factory mentioned in the last issue was, at the Shemwells’ request, sent to us in lieu of a consulting
fee for Suzanne’s and Jim’s work with a film produced for showing in Japan.
Idaho Power made a $100 donation through their Volunteer Involvement Program for Eric
Zuber’s work with our unit.
Paula and Phil O’Bryan (yes, parents of the Phil O’Bryan we know) made a cash donation to
the unit.
Kris Walker, who is moving to Washington State, donated one of his inflatable boats and other
equipment for our use. We really appreciate it, Kris, but we’d rather have you.

ANOTHER TRAINING OPPORTUNITY – HAM RADIO
Several IMSARU members have ham radio licenses, and there are times when it’s the only
communication that functions in the back-country. Tony Barrett will tell you that Idaho is a
great place to be a ham. There is a great deal of ham radio infra-structure installed across the
state. There are no monthly or annual usage fees. All you have to do is take the class (at a
minimal cost, probably just the cost of the book if you want to buy it), pass the test, pay a fee of
$14 for a lifetime license, buy a radio (some cost less than $100) and you’re set.
Tony was hoping to have actual class dates for this publication, but it didn’t happen. So, if you
are interested, get your name on Tony’s list and he will make sure to pass the information on to
you as soon as he knows. Phone 376-0081 or E-mail him at tonybarrett@sunvalley.net
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I.S.S.A.R. MEETING – MARCH 8-9, 2008
--CHARLOTTE GUNN
Clearwater County hosted this winter meeting at Orofino, and we thank them for their organization, hospitality and training sessions. Saturday morning’s breakfast came from one of their
field kitchens, with the adjustment of opening up the garages for shelter from the rain. The rest
of the day was spent in training: Search Management, taught by Sheriff Alan Hengen (and we
heard several compliments on how well he did it), GPS, Helicopter Orientation and K9 SAR.
You can guess which one I attended.
This was very different climate (wet!), new terrain, lots of stresses for dogs and people in being
surrounded by strangers—and a great chance to watch others work, have others watch us and
offer suggestions, talk about theories and experiences. The air-scent dogs worked a bowl filled
with willows and tall reeds, with other handlers watching from the rim. Having the deer carcass
right there in the main search area was supposedly an accident…. Tracking/trailing dogs
worked a nearby area, and there was also a cadaver area laid out for those who wanted to work
it. The local group even supplied the generous field lunch. There were also morning and evening classroom presentations on some of the theories and techniques of K9 SAR.
After we stuffed ourselves at the Saturday evening banquet, George was unanimously elected to
represent IMSARU at the business meeting (while the rest of us went back to a K9 handlers’
meeting). This business session included reports from each unit, discussion of the serious effort
to compile a list of statewide resources, mention of some proposed legislation and door prizes.
On Sunday, some participants went to the shooting range but of course we four were back out
in the field with our dogs. Never miss a chance to work somewhere new!
Thank you, Clearwater County SAR, for setting up a good state meeting. Special thanks to
Rhonda Bowser and Doug Huffman for setting up the K9 section. There was a rumor that
someone told the local K9 handlers no one would want to bring their dogs and train at a state
meeting—WRONG! If you set it up, we will come.
IMSARU attendees were Ann Moser, Tom Kearney, George Gunn and Charlotte Gunn.

MANTRACKING CLASS IN JULY
In addition to the Joel Hardin mantracking class being offered in September (see info on page
12 in this newsletter), IMSARU will have an in-house mantracking class taught by Kris and
Dan Scovel. The tentative schedule is classroom sessions on the evenings of Tuesday, July 15,
and Thursday, July 17, followed by field work in Donnelly from Saturday morning through
early Sunday afternoon, July 19-20. Mark these dates on your calendar and talk to Dan and
Kris as we get closer about exact scheduling; one option would be to skip the Thursday class
and instead do Friday evening in Donnelly—depending on whether people’s schedules would
make this feasible.
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JOEL HARDIN PROFESSIONAL TRACKING SERVICES
CLASS IN MCCALL, IDAHO, SEPTEMBER 12-14, 2008
The class will be sponsored jointly by Valley County Search and Rescue and Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, for all interested Law Enforcement and SAR personnel. There
are no prerequisites for this course; it is open to all persons with tracking interests, regardless of
previous experience or training. Application for POST credit will be submitted for this 24-hour
course. (Please inquire if you are interested in obtaining this accreditation.)
Date & Time: 8:30 a.m. on Friday, September 12, through 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 14
Location: Pilgrim Cove Camp, 1075 Plymouth Road, McCall, ID
Tuition: $310, payable to Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit (Tuition includes meals
& lodging.)
Visit www.jhardin-inc.com/calendar.htm to obtain your registration form. Students must
pre-register with a $50 deposit toward tuition, meals and lodging arrangements. Class size is
limited to 30 students. Register by mailing your deposit and registration form to: Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, Attn: Kris Scovel, 2519 Federal Way, Boise, ID 83705.

NEW E.M.T.’s
As members of the Mountain Rescue Association, we are obligated to maintain certification in
basic first aid and CPR. However, some individuals choose to go way beyond that. Carl
Kidwell, Owen Miller, Patricia Miller and Vicky Moss recently completed their E.M.T. course
and passed the exams for both state and national registry. Congratulations!!

STRANDED AND LOST MOTORIST – MARCH 23, 2008
--CHARLOTTE GUNN
On Easter Sunday, people traditionally hunt for colored eggs or chocolate candies…unless they
are in a SAR unit. The call came to Boise County in early afternoon from a motorist who said
he was stranded and did not know where he was. He stated that he went about a mile north of
Idaho City, turned right, went “quite a ways” and became stuck. Attempts to re-contact the subject via cell phone were frustrating, and we tried to figure out whether he had gone into Idaho
City and then out Elk Creek Road or on up Highway 21 before turning.
Our pagers went off for a 2:30 p.m. response and 20 IMSARU members plus Jerry from the
Ada County Aerial Sheriffs said “yes.” Jerry headed to the airport with Chris as observer, and
the remaining crew started up the road. Shortly after our departure, the subject called again and
described his vehicle as a red Chevy Silverado pickup (information the searchers needed!) before losing contact. Forty minutes later, he called and provided information about his route,
passing a ball field, turns, and a fork where he had to stay to the left and ended up near a large
pile of logs and a piece of yellow-and-white heavy equipment. Based on this description, an
officer felt sure the subject must be on the Bannock Creek Road. Within 15 minutes, the aerial
searchers located the truck and circled overhead until ground searchers could get through.
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It turned out that the subject had had a really bad day: not only did he get his truck stuck in the snow
and mud, but when he got out to examine the problem he managed to lock himself out. The engine
was still running, but the driver was out in the cold. I guess the moral of the story is to keep that cell
phone in your pocket,
not beside you in the
cab….and then hope you
can get a signal.
Since the subject objected to the idea of
breaking a window for
access, it took a while.
Our people supplied the
tools but he used them;
we don’t want to get
sued later for what
seemed helpful at the
time. Not only did Mac
disassemble his own
How many SAR members does it take to get into a locked pickup (with the owner’s per- door panel to examine
mission)? How many different objects might substitute for a Slim-Jim? -Photo by C. Kidwell the lock mechanism—he
was driving the same
model truck—but he loaned out the thin tracking stick that eventually tripped the lock. There were
enough people to get the truck out of the snow and all returned safely. Most of our crew took time out
in Idaho City to fortify ourselves with Blue Bunny ice cream cones before driving home again.

IMSARU members responding included Eric Campbell, Winston Cheyney, David Gomez, Charlotte
Gunn, George Gunn, Chris Harry (air observer), Mike Johnson, Linda Kearney, Tom Kearney, Carl
Kidwell, Mac Mackintosh, Owen Miller, Patty Miller, Josh Nichols, Lee Pierce, Jerry Terlisner
(pilot), Lori Thompson, Rick Thompson, Rick Webster, Everett Wood, Avery Wynings, Jimmie
Yorgensen. In-town coordinator was Rod Knopp.

K-9 WATER CADAVER SEMINAR
WITH JONNI JOYCE
MAY 30-31 AND JUNE 1, 2008
Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit is sponsoring this course at Pilgrim Cove Camp in McCall,
Idaho. It includes some classroom presentation and
lots of hands-on (paws-on?) work, from Friday
morning through Sunday lunch. The camp is right
on the edge of Payette Lake, has both typical bunkrooms and some RV sites, and meals and lodging
are included in the fee.
We can have a maximum of 15 dogs, plus observers
as requested. Total fee is $225 for dog and handler,
$175 for an observer. (We hope to be able to lower
this cost once all details are settled, but have to
break even so are starting with the maximum.) If
you don’t already have the forms, call George or
Charlotte Gunn at 208-378-7787, or e-mail either
ggunn@cableone.net or cpgunn@cableone.net
and put McCall K9 Seminar on the subject line. We
must have the registration form and $100 deposit in
order to hold your spot. As of press time, we have
spots for five dogs available.

