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ONE LONG MONTH AT THE CRATERS OF THE MOON SEARCH 

SEPTEMBER 19 TO OCTOBER 23, 2013 
--JIMMIE YORGENSEN 

 

This mission will certainly go down in history as one of the longest most of us at IMSARU have ever experi-

enced.  It is finally a story with an ending but one that leaves a lot of mystery as to how two experienced hik-

ers, on what appears to have been a short day hike in the Craters of the Moon National Monument (“Craters”), 

got into the kind of trouble that cost them their lives.  Both ladies, in their sixties, were last seen at the KOA 

Campground in Arco, Idaho, on September 19; the fact that they were missing wasn’t realized until Monday, 

September 24, when one of them did not show up for work.  Their vehicle was found parked at the Tree Mold 

Trailhead in the Craters.  Two dogs, purses, phones and other 

personal gear were still in the truck.  They had failed to re-

turn from their hike. 

 

IMSARU did not get involved until Friday, the 27th, when a 

team of 15 members, including 3 K9 teams, left early to 

drive to the Craters and participated in the ongoing search 

effort.  Les Collins, the Butte County Sheriff, was the IC and 

was supported by a number of National Park personnel who 

did much of the organizing of teams and resources on a daily 

basis.  We learned that one of the subjects had in fact been 

found deceased, and our objective was to help find the other.  

We soon learned how difficult that was going to be, given 

the rugged terrain, unpredictable weather and vast areas that 

needed to be covered. Typical terrain at the Craters.     —  Photo by G. Long 
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Besides IMSARU, there were a large number of other searchers and K9 teams responding from other 

counties and states.  While the number of participants varied from day to day, as many as 70 searchers 

were in the field on some days.  A helicopter was also searching as well as transporting K9 teams to var-

ious search sites.  Six additional IMSARU members joined our team for our second day of searching, as 

some first-day people had to return home.  The search in that environment was exhausting and everyone, 

including the dogs, was footsore and needed a rest (to say nothing of jobs waiting) so IMSARU mem-

bers returned to Boise after the two days.  Search efforts continued on through the week, with other 

search teams coming and going to support Park and Sheriff’s Office personnel. 

 

The government shutdown on October first basically brought the search to a halt as Park employees were 

furloughed and the Park closed to visitors.  The shutdown didn’t last long, as an exempted status was 

granted to reestablish the search for the last missing subject.  Ten Park personnel returned and the search 

continued. 

 

For the weekend of October 5-6, IMSARU again sent a team of foot searchers and K9 teams.  This time 

the helicopter was not available to transport dog teams into the field, so the effort got more complex with 

search teams having to hike longer distances in order to start their search assignments.  By now, much of 

the Craters had been covered numerous times and the subject’s location was still a mystery.  Through all 

of this, the local community of Arco as well as family members and friends of the missing subject did a 

superb job of providing support with delicious meals and snacks each day for the search teams.  At this 

point it was estimated that over 4,000 person-hours had gone into trying to find our last subject…and the 

search continued. 

 

The weekend of October 12-13 found IMSARU again requested to return with foot searchers and K9 

teams.  Again without helicopter support, it remained challenging for the K9 teams to be as effective as 

we would have wished, given the long distance many would need to travel to reach assigned search are-

as.  Weather conditions also hampered efforts from time to time, and by the end of the weekend the 

missing subject had still not been found.  Volunteers, family and friends, along with Park personnel, con-

tinued on with the resources available. 

 

All of the hard work, long hours and planning by many folks finally netted needed results and closure 

with the discovery of the subject’s body on the evening of October 23.  She was spotted by a helicopter 

crew, well outside the targeted search area, in very rugged terrain less than half a mile from Highway 93.  

She had been missing approximately one month. 

 

Everyone involved with this search was impressed with the level of support for local people, the leader-

ship and dedication of the Butte County and National Park Service personnel, and the hundreds of volun-

teers who traveled far and wide to help bring closure.  We will all continue to wonder what happened 

and why they headed out into harm’s way. 

 

Numerous IMSARU members participated in this search and many, particularly our K9 teams, returned 

more than once and spent multiple days to support the search effort.  Those participating one or more 

days were Jeff Ball, Chris Brookman, Francisco Castellon, Moises Chavez, John Ferguson, Don 

Fridrich, Tim Henning, Dan Herring, Mike Holloway, Mike Johnson, Linda Kearney with K9 Cayenne, 

Phil Lewis, Gail Long, Mike Mancuso, Ann Moser with K9 Watson, Dell McNees, Mike Paskett, Mitch 

Pelham, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Darren Rux, Jamie Simpson with K9 Yoki, Jen Skeldon, 

Dodi Swift, Tom Wheless, Everett Wood and Jimmie Yorgensen. 
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Editor’s Note:  People driving by the edge of Craters of the Moon may think that would be fair-

ly easy terrain to search—no dense forests, no high mountains, no deep river canyons.  Howev-

er, there were plenty of hazards in addition to the obvious shredding of hikers’ boots and dogs’ 

booties and feet.  There are thousands of caves and tunnels where a person could have taken 

shelter and not be seen from the surface, brushy gullies, thin “bridges” of lava that give way 

under a person’s weight, always unstable footing, and challenging access once searchers left the 

developed areas. 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2014 
 

As stated in our by-laws, Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit elected officers for the com-

ing year during the first meeting in October.  New officers officially take over on December 

first. 

 

President – Jimmie Yorgensen  Rescue Director – Owen Miller 

Vice President – Mike Johnson  Public Relations Director – Delinda Castellon 

Coordinator – Rod Knopp   Medical Director – Colin Sesek 

Secretary – Amanda Leader   Facilities Director – Brad Acker 

Treasurer – Phil O’Bryan   Training Director – Gregg Rettschlag 

Logistics Director – Danny Cone 

 

If those names look familiar, it’s because it is the same Board of Directors as for 2013.  The on-

ly change is that Mike Johnson and Gregg Rettschlag traded positions.  We greatly appreciate 

the outstanding job our leadership team has done this past year and their willingness to keep 

donating so much time and energy.  However, it is probably safe to say that (1) we need volun-

teers doing lots of tasks in addition to the official officers; and (2) we can’t expect the same 

people to be willing to do the same things forever.  Therefore, all members are encouraged to 

look around for the task you are willing to do AND look at the officers’ work with the thought 

of assisting one of them and perhaps being ready for a future election. 

Booties, tape, vet wrap...all were only temporary pro-

tection.      —Photo by T. Henning 

More inhospitable terrain at the Craters. 

          —Photo by G. Long 
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 IDAHO CITY INTRO TO TRACKER TRAINING – OCTOBER 12, 2013 
--TRISH LUGINBILL 

 

I became interested in IMSARU this fall when my daughter and son-in-law asked me to join 

them at an IMSARU tracking event just above Idaho City.  They were joining and I was curi-

ous what IMSARU was all about. 

 

There was preliminary instruction, with a PowerPoint and explanations, on Tuesday evening.  

We then met at the Granite Creek day use area on a beautiful fall Saturday and split into 

groups to begin our hands-on education.  There were experienced members brushing up on 

their tracking skills and first-timers like me who were there to learn some of the basics.  In the 

morning we rotated through prepared stations.  At the first station, there was a large piece of 

canvas with different shoeprint tracks in paint.  We were given pencils and print cards, and had 

to draw one of the shoeprints.  We then handed in our drawings and received someone else’s 

card to try and determine which one they had drawn.  The artistic abilities of the group were 

impressive and all prints were identified.  We learned how important it is to get as much detail 

as possible in a drawing because you will most likely be trying to track only partial prints in a 

real search mission. 

 

The next station had many different shoeprints in the dirt; some were partial and some were 

entire prints.  As a group, we had to figure out how many different prints were there.  Later, 

we were shown some of the boots and shoes, and had a chance to compare them to the prints in 

the dirt. 

 

Our third station was a “What went on here?” scenario.  Different marks were in the dirt, and 

we were asked to determine what the person was doing to make particular marks:  Did the per-

son have a limp?  Were those hand or elbow or knee prints?  We learned that finding even par-

tial prints and clues to the mental and physical status of the lost person increased the team’s 

ability to keep moving forward on their search. 

 

We were shown how to use a hiking pole to measure and determine stride length, and thus de-

termine approximately how far apart prints would be.  There was a car parked with prints 

around it and we were able to get a starting point as to where the person was last known to be.  

From there we used our poles and tracked the direction the prints were going.  It takes a lot of 

time and patience, and everyone on the team must agree with the conclusion about which way 

the person was headed…and if the print was actually that of the lost person. 

 

After lunch we broke into teams of two or three, and each team was assigned to track a set of 

prints through the forest.  By using our poles to measure stride length, and clues such as 

crushed pine needles, moss, broken sticks and bent grass, along with very minute differences 

in the area of the footfall, we were able to track the prints through the forest.  As a first-time 

tracker, I found it very difficult to see the subtle differences on the forest floor where the print 

was made, but after a while it started to be easier to see.  Sometimes it was easy to convince 

yourself you had the track, so it was good to have a partner to discuss and determine if you 

were heading in the right direction to find your lost person. 

 

Page 4 

Back to Page 1 



Our group leaders and master trackers did a wonderful job of helping us learn the skill of track-

ing, and made the day interesting and fun.  What a great group of people to be associated with! 

 

Participants included Dan Herring, Steve Hunt, Gail Long, Kelly Long, Trish Luginbill, Amy 

Mart, Brandon Mart, Anthony Mascola, Jeff Munn, Mitch Pelham, Tom Rand, Craig Swan and 

Ken Swickard.  Instructors were JHPTS Journeymen Dan Scovel and Kris Scovel, and JHPTS 

Apprentices Charlotte Gunn, Linda Kearney and Jimmie Yorgensen. 

 

 

BOISE COUNTY VESSEL BUILDING DEDICATED TO ROD KNOPP 
(Information from The Idaho World and people attending the dedication) 

--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

We in Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit have long considered our Coordinator, Rod 

Knopp, as the solid center of our organization.  We just assume he will be there whenever the 

mission call comes in, using his wisdom and around 50 years of experience to ask the right 

questions, contact the right resources, print the maps, send us off…and then spend long hours 

doing the in-town coordination.  We know that his connections with Boise County have been 

solid over the years and are one of the 

reasons why we are called for missions 

there; many of us also know that he has 

for years been Commander of the Marine 

Search and Rescue for the Boise Coun-

ty’s Sheriff’s Office, storing boats in our 

garage and pulling them out to patrol 

Lucky Peak and part of Arrowrock Reser-

voirs.  It is certainly fitting that the new 

home for the patrol boats and other 

equipment was dedicated to Rod at the 

official ceremony on November 6. 

 

 

 

K9 TEAMS TAKE ANOTHER STEP  

FORWARD 
 

Congratulations to three non-certified dog teams in 

training. They have earned their Canine Good Citizen 

(CGC) within a few days of each other! This American 

Kennel Club test is a basic measurement of control for 

handlers and their dogs. It demonstrates that an owner 

has control over the dog in practical, daily situations. It 

is also one of IMSARU’s K9 team requirements for a 

dog to certify as an operational dog. Congratulations to  

Dell McNees and his dog Jesse, Jen Skeldon and her 

dog Kato., and Tom Kearney and his dog Ginger. 
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FALL IN BRUNEAU CANYON – NOVEMBER 24-25, 2013 
--KEN SWICKARD AND DANNY CONE 

 

We were notified at approximately 1530 hours on Sunday 

that our assistance was requested for a man who had fallen 

“about 800 feet” into Bruneau Canyon.  Thirteen people re-

sponded and drove to the Bruneau Overlook.  However, by 

the time we arrived, it had been determined that the subject 

was at the bottom of the canyon (some 1200-1300 feet) and 

deceased; authorities felt it was too dangerous to attempt the 

recovery at night. 

 

Twenty members assembled at the Compound at 0600 hours 

on Monday, met with Elmore County SAR Operations 

Leader, and then continued with twelve Elmore County 

SAR members to the Operations Base at the Canyon.  There 

we met with members of the Owyhee County Sheriff’s Of-

fice (Incident Command) and their SAR members plus four 

Mountain Home AFB Safety Office personnel.  (The fallen 

man was an airman.) 

 

There were several possibilities for recovery:  Obviously, 

the preferred method would be helicopter extraction, but 

such use is normally reserved for cases where “life, limb or eyesight is in danger,” so it was not 

yet known whether a helicopter and crew would be able to respond, nor whether they could ac-

cess the area at the bottom of the narrow canyon.  Another possibility was a technical rope res-

cue, but that distance would be dangerous and very slow.  The third choice was to descend on 

foot via a path some 2.5 miles upstream from the victim and litter the body to a more accessible 

location. 

 

The team traveled eleven miles over rough, rocky desert roads 

to the secondary base at the trail access location.  At this 

point, we received notification that a Blackhawk from Gowen 

Field was en route.  Not knowing whether the Blackhawk 

would be able to access the recovery area, we decided to head 

down toward the site.  Danny remained at Base to handle 

communications and keep the log.  He also ended up being the 

on-site contact for various officials arriving, and locating a 

suitable LZ for the incoming helicopter.  Everett stayed near 

the top edge as radio relay. Twenty-one SAR personnel and 

the four AFB Safety Office personnel descended the 1200 feet 

into the canyon bottom via a trail that was usable but slippery 

in spots, due to frost and loose rocks.  The trail at the bottom 

ended and the team started along the riverbank.  After 300 

yards of treacherous movement over large rockfall, the group 

stopped to rest and review their options. 

It’s a long way down into the canyon. 

  Photo by K. Swickard 

...and a long way back up. 

            Photo by K. Swickard 
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At that point, we received word that the Blackhawk had arrived and was attempting to get into 

position to retrieve the victim.  We decided to have a six-person Tech Team continue toward 

the subject’s location, in case the helo could not achieve the recovery mission, while the rest of 

the team returned to the canyon rim via the descent trail.  After another half mile of treacherous 

riverbank travel, the Tech Team decided it was too dangerous to continue on their course.  For-

tunately, they received word that the Blackhawk had been able to recover the body via their 

hoist, and the Tech Team retraced their steps to the canyon rim. 

 

After debriefing at Base, we headed back to Boise, with a delay when a tire on 901 had to be 

replaced.  Members who responded on Sunday evening but were unable to return on Monday 

included Chris Brookman, Delinda Castellon, Don Fridrich, Tim Henning and Brian Mitchell.  

Members responding on Monday were Francisco Castellon*, Danny Cone, John Ferguson*, 

Jacob Gillis, Mike Johnson*, Sage Lee, Carolyn Lyon, Mike Mancuso, Owen Miller*, Mitch 

Pelham, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag*, Layne Simmons, Jen Skeldon, Ken Swickard, 

Dodi Swift, Jimmie Yorgensen*, Greg Weber, Tom Wheless* and Everett Wood*.  [Asterisks 

indicate those who responded on both days.]  In-town coordinator was Rod Knopp, assisted by 

Charlotte Gunn. 

 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS EVENT AT MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH SCHOOL 

OCTOBER 23-24, 2013 
--ROSE WOOD 

 

As a class project, the Mountain View High School’s business leadership class would choose 

an organization for either a PR or fundraising event and they asked IMSARU to make a presen-

tation.  The class was divided into two teams, so we presented on two successive days. 

 

Day One:  At 8 a.m. Gail Long, Linda Kearney with K9 Cayenne, Jen Skeldon with K9 Kai, 

Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Everett Wood and I met in the classroom.  Gail led off with 

an introduction of who we were and what we do, then told two stories of people who had made 

bad decisions in outdoor situations and pointed out the advantage of having safety education.  

Gregg talked about how his training as an EMT is valuable on searches; Alisa talked about 

mantracking and how this benefits search efforts; Linda and Jen talked about the different types 

of search dogs.  Everett discussed the responsibilities of a search team leader, the importance of 

communications and having a GPS, and I talked about the importance of participation in public 

events and fundraisers.  Gail then took over for a question and answer session.  The main ques-

tion they had for us was, “How do you benefit the community?” 

 

Day Two:  We thought the scheduled time for our presentation was 8:45 a.m.  Gail arrived ear-

ly, which turned out to be a good thing; when he went to sign in at the school office, he was 

told “Oh, they’re ready for you now.”  So, very cool, calm and collected as only Gail can be, he 

quickly switched from the first day’s presentation and just talked about who we are, what we 

do, how and why.  Because of the mix-up in starting time, Delinda Castellon arrived about 20 

minutes into Gail’s presentation, followed by the rest of us just as Gail wrapped up the question 

and answer session.  As we entered the classroom late, Gail cooly quipped, “This is just like a 

mission; members can’t always respond at the same time”! 
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SEARCH MANAGEMENT CLASS – NOVEMBER 12 & 16, 2013 
--BRANDON MART 

 

What really goes on behind the scenes of a search?  Many people don’t see the process of 

search management, the backbone of what makes a successful SAR mission.  Organizing large 

groups of individuals can be very complicated, requiring patience, a lot of planning and flexible 

logistics.  The crew or individual managing a mission needs to be aware of all resources availa-

ble and how to best use them to increase the chances of success. 

 

I recently attended a class on “Search Management” at the IMSARU Compound.  On Tuesday 

evening, we had a PowerPoint and instructors presenting basic principles and techniques.  On 

Saturday we were put in groups of four or five and led through actual past missions, simulating 

the management environment, stresses and decisions that would exist.  Each group chose an 

operations leader (OL), a planner and a note-keeper, with roles changing for the second and 

third missions.  At intervals we received paper slips that contained chronological details from 

the missions, starting with call-out and initial information.  Using only a map of the search area 

and clues as provided, we were to simulate how we would coordinate each mission in a real-

world situation.  I volunteered to be the first OL in our group, not really knowing what to ex-

pect. 

 

As the clues came in, I was juggling my resources and trying to understand the situation.  I 

quickly found that multi-tasking and leadership are important attributes for a successful search 

manager.  I also found significant value in slowing down.  The information didn’t stop coming 

and it was easy to get caught up in the momentum, but I discovered the best decisions were 

made when my team took time and applied the clues to the entire situation.  It benefitted us to 

slow down, assume as little as possible, think three steps ahead, and try to understand as much 

as we could about every variable. 

 

This class helped me understand that search management is a lot like playing high-stakes chess, 

but pieces can come back on the board.  You have to look at every piece you have, view every 

possible move you can make, and then move based on how you think the situation is going to 

be next.  The pieces in the game can be anything from a K9 team to a radio relay station to a 

thermal camera mounted on an Air National Guard helicopter. 

 

We tackled three different scenarios during the session and I got to see how different people 

approached different situations.  Just like chess, the starting move may seem obvious, but as 

pieces try to overtake one another the situation becomes volatile.  Everybody in my group 

“played the game” differently, and those with search experience generally made more efficient 

decisions than those with less experience. 

 

I learned that search management is all about logistics.  You have to keep in mind where every-

one and everything is, where it’s going, and how it’s going to be used now and later.  I also 

learned that communication is critical.  Of course in SAR, communication is not just ensuring 

that instructions are clear but that you have the capability to communicate to a resource that 

may be isolated. 
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SAR Management is not easy.  It is as technical as any other role, and may go unappreciated or 

unnoticed.  On your next mission, try to remember the force that is keeping the chaos around 

you contained.  As helicopters are flying overhead, teams are heading into the field, and track-

ers are cutting for sign, there is a search manager somewhere, looking over all of them.  Appre-

ciate where you are and what you’re doing.  You are there because a search manager put you 

there, and he/she has confidence that you can complete the task.  Not to mention…the search 

manager also decides when you’re done. 

 

Members attending were Mike Johnson, Rodrick LeBaron, Sage Lee, Amy Mart, Brandon 

Mart, Ann Moser, Jeff Munn, Tom Rand, Gregg Rettschlag, Jen Skeldon, Ken Swickard, Greg 

Weber and Jimmie Yorgensen.  Instructors were Charlotte Gunn, Dan Scovel and Kris Scovel. 

 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

The following groups and individuals made cash donations: 

 

The Xerox Foundation—a generous grant in honor of employees joining together to help our 

non-profit volunteer organization 

Hewlett-Packard Employees Barbara Poston and Kurt Ostwinkle 

The Hewlett-Packard Company Match program 

United Way of Northern Utah 

Steve Swann    AmeriBen/IEC Group  Rick Eells 

Mrs. Alice Rogers in honor of the marriage of Joyce Olson and Ollie Devaud 

The Race to Robie Creek Committee   Racing Unlimited, Inc. 

Tris Yerrington 

 

We also thank: 

Camping World in Meridian for providing at cost our new water heater for the Corn Booth 

Justin Ahlin for equipment and expertise in fixing our water line leak 

Xerox Corporation and Dell McNees for printing this newsletter and our brochure 

Jeff Munn for donating his time, materials and skill to build scent boxes for K9 cadaver  

Training 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAMIE SIMPSON AND K9 YOKI! 
--ANN MOSER 

 

On October 26, Jamie Simpson and her K9 Yoki passed their Area recertification test with the 

National Search Dog Alliance.  This is a difficult test that not only requires a solid search dog, 

but the handler has to know how to use the terrain and wind to plan an effective search strategy.  

The test area was 140 acres and Jamie and Yoki had to find 2 hidden subjects within 3 hours. 

 

Once an IMSARU dog and handler have obtained their initial certification, they must recertify 

every two years.  This means that training and testing our K9 teams is an ongoing process.  

Thanks to all the IMSARU volunteers who come out to train with us and are willing to be “lost 

subjects”! 
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HOLIDAY PARADE – NOVEMBER 23, 2013 
--KEN SWICKARD 

 

Fifteen members and two guests assembled at the Compound at 0730 and caravanned to the 

staging location.  As with any mission, we spent our down time wisely, viewing other entries—

with a few of us finding a coffee house for lattes, mochas, plain old coffee and of course re-

strooms.  Our placement in the parade (#67) got us moving at 1045 hours.  The day had started 

at 21 degrees, but by the time we got into the parade it was a balmy 35 degrees. 

 

With four members manning the wheeled litter that carried “Rescue Randy” and passing out 

candy to children, plus four K9 teams and two bikes, the rest of us got in line and walked be-

hind truck 902 towing the Command Trailer.  A very large and appreciative crowd lined the 

route.  The children (and many adults) were really fascinated by the dogs and gave many hugs 

and pats to our K9 members and their handlers.  The local TV station was airing live and a re-

porter joined Mike in 902 for a lengthy interview.  (Mike claimed he did not volunteer to be on 

camera; as driver, he could not escape.) 

 

After approximately 20 blocks of travel, we were back where we started.  We returned to the 

Compound, reloaded both trucks, cleaned up and signed out at 1345 hours. 

 

Members participating included Delinda Castellon, Ron Christensen, Mike Johnson, Amanda 

Leader, Amy Mart, Brandon Mart, Dell McNees with K9, Ann Moser with K9, Jeff Munn, Ja-

mie Simpson with K9, Jen Skeldon with K9, Liz Swan, Ken Swickard, Everett Wood and Rose 

Wood. 
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