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INJURED CLIMBER IN THE WHITE CLOUDS—AUGUST 11, 2014 
--FRANCISCO CASTELLON 

 

We received a page at 10 p.m. that the Custer County Sheriff’s Office was requesting our help for the tech-

nical rescue of a 62-year-old male who had fallen about 40 feet and fractured both legs on a steep slope near 

Washington Lake.  Eight members responded to the Compound at 5 a.m. on August 11, but learned that the 

National Guard could transport only four people with their gear.  After a briefing at Gowen Field by Chief 

Warrant Officer 4 Briggs, we flew to the Stanley Airport, arriving at 7:45 a.m. to meet with the I.C., Custer 

County Deputy Sheriff Levi Maydole.  We learned that two people from Sawtooth SAR were with the sub-

ject and that the terrain was so unstable that the subject and the two responders were slowly sliding down the 

mountain on the scree.  Plan A would be to lower one IMSARU tech rescue person along with a National 

Guard attendant via the jungle penetrator as close to the subject as possible.  If for some reason the single 

IMSARU member was not able to safely secure the subject and the 

two rescuers already on scene, then the remaining IMSARU tech folks 

would be inserted to aid with the rescue. 

 

Gregg was our IMSARU O.L.  I was both excited and a little nervous 

to learn that I was the tech person selected to go down the hoist with 

Sgt. Fontenot.  For the second time on this mission, I remember think-

ing that it really sucks to leave your team members behind.  Mike, 

Gregg and Dodi helped me empty out the contents of my 24-hour pack 

and stuff it with as much tech gear as we thought I would need.  Even 

though I wasn’t sure how I was going to be lowered on the hoist with 

all that gear, at the time I kept wishing that I could somehow fit all of The rescue terrain             —Photo by D. Sallee 
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the contents of 901 in my pack “just in case.”  I jumped back into the Blackhawk with the National 

Guard crew, who did a great job of briefing me on how the lower was going to work and what they 

needed me to do. 

 

The pilots found the subject in no time of all, and Sgt. Fontenot and I were on the hoist in an instant.  

We were lowered the full length of the cable (about 250 feet) and landed just shy of 100 feet below 

the subject and the Sawtooth SAR responders.  After Sgt. Fontenot unhooked the penetrator from the 

hoist, I started making my way up to the subject with all my gear and quickly noticed that the pilots 

had dropped us off in the best possible spot for hiking up to the subject.  The entire terrain to our left 

was nothing but steep scree—one step forward and you’d slide two feet back.  The area where we 

were dropped had some large bushes and small trees, and was riddled with large boulders, which 

were challenging to climb with all that gear but at least it was steady progress.  Within a few minutes 

I was about 25 feet above the subject and was able to set the first anchor; I moved down about 10 feet 

closer and set up a second anchor. 

 

Upon reaching the patient, I noticed that Brandyn and Burton from Sawtooth SAR had secured the 

subject with a rope and were giving him a body belay.  Despite his injuries, the subject appeared to be 

in good spirits and stable condition; the Sawtooth folks had done a good job of keeping him comfort-

able through the night.  We quickly placed the rescue harness on the subject and tied him into one of 

the anchors.  By that time, the Blackhawk had dropped off the litter and Sgt. Fontenot was dragging it 

up toward us.  We tied the litter to the anchors, laid the subject in it and securely packaged him to be 

hoisted.  The Blackhawk was on us in no time and in less than a minute they had hoisted the subject 

and were well on their way back to the airfield.  These guys were dialed in on their training!  I later 

learned that they had only a few minutes left before they would have had to go back and refuel. 

 

After the subject was extracted, we started down the scree to the base of the mountain at the edge of 

Washington Lake.  This was just as challenging as the way up; it would have been easy to twist an 

ankle if you weren’t paying attention.  Since the Blackhawk had to fly back to Hailey to refuel, we 

had about 50 minutes of down time once we reached the bottom to relax, eat and rehydrate.  When 

the Blackhawk returned, it guided us to an area where it was safe for them to land and us to load.  It 

was a short flight back to Stanley Airport, where we took a few minutes to debrief the mission, and 

discuss what worked and what didn’t.  We arrived back in Boise at 12:30 p.m. 

 

A big thank-you to the Custer County Sheriff for inviting us over to help, to the Sawtooth SAR folks 

for hiking in to the patient in the middle of the night to keep him company and comfortable, to the 

Stanley ambulance folks for taking care of the patient until the Air St. Luke’s crew arrived to 

transport him to Boise, and to the National Guard personnel for their time, expertise and much-

needed resources!  We also thank all of the IMSARU members 

who responded that early in the morning and finally, Gregg for 

staying at the Compound after the mission was completed to ensure 

that all of our equipment was mission-ready. 

IMSARU members responding to Stanley were Dodi Sallee, Gregg 

Rettschlag, Mike Johnson and Francisco Castellon.  Rod Knopp 

was the in-town coordinator. 

The subject’s broken leg was already splinted when —Photo by D. Sallee 

IMSARU arrived. 
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BOISE, IDAHO TO ATLANTA, IDAHO – SEPTEMBER 21, 2014 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

Yes, there really is an Atlanta, Idaho.  It’s an old mining town east and a bit north of Boise, in a 

back-country area where you have to really want to get there.  The few year-round residents 

like it that way; hunters and snowmobilers consider it a destination; others visit only in open 

weather, and know it’s a long, slow drive over rough roads.  On Friday, September 20, a 7-year

-old girl left Boise with her mother and grandmother for the cabin in Atlanta that they had rent-

ed for the weekend.  When they did not arrive, someone called their home and the grandfather 

reported them missing. 

 

Elmore County deputies and SAR personnel searched through much of Friday night on their 

side of the area, and 22 IMSARU members left soon after 7 a.m. on Saturday to search the Boi-

se County side.  Ada County Aerial Sheriffs pilot Jerry Terlisner also flew the area.  There 

were many concerns, including that one of the main routes was impassible because of a wash-

out and that if the travelers were not familiar with the options, they might have made wrong 

turns and ended up lost and stranded. 

 

Our task was to search along all roads up Highway 21 to the Edna Creek turn-off and continue 

checking even small spurs—of which there are dozens--en route to Atlanta.  IMSARU O.L. 

Gregg R. parked truck 901 at Owl Creek Summit and Charlotte stayed with him to handle radio 

and log information.  The other nine vehicles, each with 2 or 3 people, spread out to look for 

any sign of the missing vehicle.  (The car, of course, was green; they always are for summer 

searches in the forested areas.)  There was excitement when Ron and Nathan found scratched 

into the dirt at the start of a small spur road “SOS” and an arrow pointing inward.  However, 

the road ended quickly and tracks indicated a vehicle turning around and heading out again. 

 

By mid-afternoon, our teams had checked every possibly passable road they could find, walked 

the dogs along a steep twisty stretch that made vision from the road difficult, and talked to 

Elmore County personnel about where they had covered, so we started sending our members 

homeward as they finished their assigned areas.  Shortly before 3 p.m., Rod relayed a message 

through State Communications that the missing people had been located and were O.K.  What 

was the rest of the story?  The version we heard was that the people had forgotten they had a 

cabin reserved in Atlanta and had gone somewhere else. 

 

IMSARU members participating were Chris Brookman (air observer), Nathan Channer, Ron 

Christensen, Don Fridrich, Jake Gillis, Taylor Grisham, Charlotte Gunn, Mike Johnson, Linda 

Kearney, Tom Kearney, Bill Lindenau, Brandon Mart, Ann Moser with K-9 Watson, Dell 

McNees, Owen Miller, Gregg Rettschlag (O.L.), Dodi Sallee, Jamie Simpson with K-9 Yoki, 

Jen Skeldon with K-9 Kato, Tom Wheless, Bryan Walker, Greg Weber and Everett Wood.  

Rod Knopp handled in-town coordination. 
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INJURED CLIMBER ON MT. HEYBURN – AUGUST 22, 2014 

--OWEN MILLER 

 

IMSARU was paged at about 11 p.m. on August 21, requesting a small technical rescue team 

to assist Custer County in rescuing an injured climber at the 9,000-foot level on Mt. Heyburn.  

Team members met at the Compound at 7 a.m. to gather equipment, brief, and then drive to 

Gowen Field for transport via an Idaho Army National Guard Blackhawk helicopter.  We de-

parted Gowen Field shortly after 8:30 a.m. for the flight to Stanley Airport, where we were to 

meet with Custer County personnel for a briefing.  Weather en route was stormy, with visible 

lightning strikes in the distance and a forecast of thunderstorms throughout the day. 

 

In Stanley, two members of Sawtooth SAR (Brandyn and Burton?) joined us.  Custer County 

SAR Deputy Levi Maydole briefed us that a group of four climbers had been climbing the Stur 

Chimney route on Mt. Heyburn on Thursday when the lead climber fell approximately twenty 

feet and had a suspected broken leg.  The party was able to get cell service and called for help; 

all four spent the night on the mountain with temps in the high 30’s. 

 

The team departed from the Stanley Airport and flew the length of Redfish Lake on the south-

east side of Mt. Heyburn.  Unfortunately, the Blackhawk had a malfunctioning GPS unit and 

placed the team on the wrong side of the mountain.  After several orbits around a mountain 

bowl, I was able to identify that we were in the wrong bowl, and notified the crew chief that 

they needed to fly up and over the ridge to the east.  The group had lit a warming fire that was 

easily visible from the air and, once over the ridge, the flight crew spotted the subjects just be-

low the climbers’ trail on the west side of Mt. Heyburn.  It was certainly beneficial that all four 

IMSARU members had climbed Mt. Heyburn together on the same route several years ago, so 

we were somewhat familiar with the area. 

 

The Blackhawk crew made several additional passes to assess the possibility of conducting a 

hoist rescue and then located a small LZ approximately 500 feet below the subjects near the 

Saddleback Lakes.  The crew landed and shut down at approximately 10 a.m., and conferred 

with the joint technical team about rescue options. 

 

We decided to climb the scree field to the subject, carrying the Stokes litter from the helo.  We 

would package the injured subject in the litter and contact the helo crew to complete a hoist 

extraction and fly the subject to Stanley.  Then, weather permitting, the helicopter would return 

to pick up the technical team, but there was a strong possibility that we might have to walk out 

on our own.  As the team climbed the scree field, fog rolled in, reducing visibility to less than 

100 yards and putting the hoist operation in question. 

 

When the team reached the injured man at approximately 10:45 a.m., Francisco and one of the 

Custer County members began medical assessment of his injuries.  Gregg prepared the litter 

with pads and a sleeping bag while John and Owen prepared an anchor and belay line to secure 

the litter and attendants to the mountain during the hoist operation.  (The Blackhawk generates 

a strong rotor wash and there was a cliff band directly below the subject and rescuers, so a be-

lay was definitely in order.) 
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With the subject’s leg splinted with an inflatable Therm-a-rest pad, he was assisted into the litter and 

secured with an improvised webbing harness.  The subject’s climbing partners had already begun 

their descent to the LZ, where the crew decided to load them into the helicopter and take them out at 

the same time that they transported the subject to Stanley. 

 

When the ground team contacted the helicopter and advised that they were ready for the hoist opera-

tion, the weather was clear but clouds were descending around the peaks.  The Blackhawk lowered 

one crew member on the hoist and he was secured to the belay line on the ground.  The Blackhawk 

made a quick orbit while their crew member double-checked the subject packaging and then called for 

pickup.  The subject was quickly hoisted into the helicopter, followed by their crew member from the 

ground, and the helo departed for Stanley.  The ground team gathered their equipment and began the 

descent back to the LZ in hopes of a ride out of the field just as some light snow/ice pellets began to 

fall.  The Blackhawk was able to return and pick us up for the flight back to Stanley. 

 

Once at Stanley Airport, the entire rescue organization debriefed the mission.  IMSARU reloaded our 

staged equipment on the helo as lightning and thunder came very close.  We waited out the weather in 

Stanley for about 20 minutes, then departed to Hailey/Sun Valley for fuel before returning to Boise.  

We were back at the Compound to unload and repack equipment at about 2:30 p.m. 

 

IMSARU members participating were Francisco Castellon, John Ferguson, Owen Miller (team lead-

er) and Gregg Rettschlag.  Rod Knopp was in-town coordinator and Nathan Channer did in-town sup-

port.  The Blackhawk flight crew included pilots Jesse Anderson and Kevin Cederquist, hoist operator 

Cody Hutchinson and deployer Dayton Fondenot.  In addition to Custer County SAR deputy Levi 

Maydole, two members of Sawtooth SAR were important workers on this mission, and we are embar-

rassed to not have collected their names. 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL CERTIFIED TRACKERS 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

IMSARU continues to support the JHPTS mantracking program, and we keep working to improve our 

skills.  Nine of us attended the course at Camp Perkins, near Alturas Lake, September 12-14.  Dan 

Scovel was an instructor; Charlotte Gunn, Dan Herring, Linda Kearney, Siw Lea, Tom Rand, Alisa 

Rettschlag, Kris Scovel and Jimmie Yorgensen were students.  As always, there were great learning 

experiences and some frustrations (as well as a question about what kind of mushrooms those track-

layers thought they would find growing in that dry gravelly ground), but the highlight for us was hav-

ing three of our novices receive their Basic Certification.  We welcome Dan Herring, Siw Lea and 

Tom Rand to their new rank and responsibilities.  We now have two trackers certified at the Journey-

man level, three at the Apprentice level and four at the Basic level. 

 

We also presented our Intro Tracking sessions on October 2 (classroom activities in the evening) and 

October 4 (field exercises near Lucky Peak dam for 4-1/2 hours).  These two sessions are designed to 

give new members a glimpse of what the trackers do and how they do it.  It can be a way to fulfill the 

“Track Aware” training requirement for all field members as well as a chance to see whether one 

wants to become a tracker—and is the prerequisite for actually joining the Tracking Team. 
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  CASCADE, IDAHO TO MISSOULA, MONTANA – AUGUST 2014 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

A young man who had spent the summer working as a rafting guide out of Cascade left to drive to 

Missoula, where he was scheduled to attend college.  He did not arrive and when neither the college 

nor the young man’s family had heard from him, a search was started.  You don’t have to look at a 

map very long to see that there is more than one route upon leaving Cascade and that there is a huge 

amount of sparsely settled terrain with narrow, twisting roads, to cover.  [Yes, those of us who live 

here were frustrated by the people who harassed the sheriffs with their intuitions/inspirations/

guesses of where and how to search, including criticism that the missing man had not been quickly 

found.  The assumption is that many of those people have never spent time in this part of the coun-

try.] 

 

On Sunday morning, August 24, (the tenth and last day of our Corn Booth at the Fair), Rod asked 

me to be air observer with Ada County Aerial Sheriffs’ pilot Bill Miller.  We were to search High-

way 21 up to the Boise/Valley County line and also the river road from Banks to the county line.  It 

was a beautiful day for flying, and the line of vision down into the river canyons where a green car 

might have gone over the edge was much better than from the roads, but we found no trace. 

 

In the afternoon, we were asked to fly again, continuing on up into Custer County.  Bill Miller was 

ready to go again and this time Dan Herring went as air observer…with the same lack of results.  

On Tuesday, August 26, another flight was requested as the result of a phone ping that might be a 

clue.  Dan Herring was again the observer, with Doug Culley as pilot; they had no better luck. 

 

Some days later, searchers in a private helicopter saw a flash of color in the trees below the road 

near the Stanley Lake turn-off on Highway 21.  The car had apparently drifted across the highway 

to the left and plunged about 60 feet.  There were no skid marks and the vehicle was totally invisible 

from the highway.  The best guess is that the driver fell asleep and died on impact. 

 

Many thanks to the Ada County Aerial Sheriffs for serving as a valuable search resource.  They fly 

as unpaid volunteers; we pay only the expenses of the planes. 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

United Way of Northern Utah, for Intermountain Combined Federal Campaign, and the individuals 

who contributed to this campaign. 

 

Cash donations from the following: 

 

Race to Robie Creek   Ms. Valerie L. Houser  Mrs. Leslie Madsen-Brooks 

 

Diane Mathews & Tim Henning     Homer Walls 

 

Janet Swickard for making 40 neck coolers and donating them to IMSARU during the super-hot 

days of the Corn Booth 
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LITTER TRAINING IN THE FIELD – SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 
--RON CHRISTENSEN 

 

Training Director Gregg Rettschlag led our litter training, starting at 8 a.m. at the Compound, 

where we spent two hours reviewing the various litters and getting hands-on practice.  We 

worked with the Stokes litter, Cascade break-apart litter and Sked as well as the full-body vacu-

um splint.  We also practiced attaching the fat-tired wheel, the bicycle wheel and the litter 

shield.  It was noted that we may have to modify the braking device for the bicycle wheel; it 

currently attaches easily to the Cascade litter, but with the different rail sizes on the Stokes the  

attachment does not work in the same manner. 

 

We then headed to Table Rock to practice two different field scenarios.  The first involved 

“Rescue Randy” who had taken a fall off the cliffs and was injured at the bottom.  The team 

hiked in, carrying the Stokes litter and the bicycle-wheel attachment.  Chris served as our medi-

cal lead, utilizing equipment from our 24-hour packs and first aid kits to splint the patient’s leg.  

While “Randy” was being treated and packaged for loading into the litter, Brandon served as 

our litter lead in preparing for the patient and assigning tasks to the team members.  With the 

patient loaded, we were able to begin moving the litter on the wheel along the base of the cliffs, 

with a couple of rock and overhang obstacles.  Maneuvering past these sometimes required re-

moving the wheel and reattaching it afterward.  In moving the litter up and over a rock obstacle 

as well as up the final ledge, team members were able to practice rotating off the litter to then 

get into position above or below the obstacle for the litter to be handed off to them. 

 

The second scenario was a steep-angle rescue.  Four members were outfitted with harnesses and 

rigging to serve as litter attendants.  Once the tech members had the anchors and ropes in place, 

the attendants were put in position and tied into the litter with “Rescue Randy” again inside.  

During this exercise, we reviewed proper tie-in to the litter and proper lifting techniques, and 

practiced both a short and a long descent with the litter.  In addition, the attendants learned how 

to lie back into the litter ties so that the haul team would actually do the work in raising or low-

ering the litter along with the attendants. 

 

The training concluded at 

approximately 1400 hours 

and “Rescue Randy” re-

turned safely to his resi-

dence in the Compound gar-

age. 

 

Members attending included 

Chris Brookman, Ron Chris-

tensen, John Ferguson, Tay-

lor Grisham, Mike Johnson, 

Brandon Mart, Gregg 

Rettschlag and Bryan Walk-

er. 

 Rescue Randy goes for a ride. —Photo by G. Rettschlag 
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NEW TRUCK FOR IDAHO MOUNTAIN SEARCH AND RESCUE 
--JIMMIE YORGENSEN 

 

Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit (IMSARU) was established in 1960 as an independ-

ent, all-volunteer, nonprofit search and rescue organization located in Boise, Idaho.  We never 

charge the people we are called to help, so are heavily dependent on donations and fundraisers 

to support our unit readiness.  Maintaining our Compound/training center, equipment, and re-

sponse vehicles is a large part of our annual budget.  Any money left over after expenses each 

year goes into various savings accounts to repair or replace equipment.  It has long been a goal 

to earn and save enough money to replace our 1996 Chevy ¾ ton truck which has 160,000 

tough back-country miles.  It has served us well for scores of search, rescue, recovery and train-

ing missions over the years. 

 

IMSARU has long maintained a great working relationship with the Ada County City Emer-

gency Management group (ACCEM).  Our unit and our capabilities are also part of the county/

city emergency disaster response plan.  Over the last few years, ACCEM has been instrumental 

in helping our unit with Homeland Security Grant money to update and replace some of our 

rescue and K-9 equipment. 

 

During these past few years, ACCEM has also discussed a serious interest in helping IMSARU 

financially to replace our old truck.  This year those discussions came to fruition with a gener-

ous grant to purchase a new Ford F350 truck equipped for SAR.  This truck will adequately 

meet our needs and provide us with safe and reliable back-country transportation.  We at IM-

SARU are very appreciative and proud of the support provided by ACCEM.  [Photo also by 

Jimmie] 
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IMSARU CHRISTMAS PARTY WILL BE DECEMBER 6TH 
 

Put Saturday, December 6, on your calendar!  As usual, we will be reviewing our year, telling 

tales of the year’s events, eating well, presenting awards both serious and not, and enjoying a 

relaxed evening.  All members are urged to attend; bring your spouse or a friend if you so 

choose.  Dress is informal, which means whatever you are in the mood to wear—orange not  

expected.  The dinner is potluck, so bring a dish to share.  Plates, tableware, coffee, tea and non-

alcoholic cold drinks will be provided. 

 

Brian Mitchell has arranged for us to use a community center building.  Specific directions will 

be posted as the date gets nearer.  Come at 6 for social time; we will plan to eat at 6:30.  Consid-

er volunteering to help with arrangements, and everyone will pitch in to clean up, as that’s how 

IMSARU works. 

 

And yes, give your recommendations for serious awards to Jimmie and your suggestions for the 

non-serious awards to Charlotte.  These are the only official program for the event, so we need 

lots of ideas. 

 

 

Selling corn at the Fair is a major part of our budget...and quality control is very important. 

    Photos by T. Shippy and K. Cates 

Thanks to the National Guard for transporting IMSARU tech team members to the White Clouds….and this was 

the terrain that awaited.        Photos by F. Castellon  
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