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K-9 CERTIFICATION & RECERTIFICATION, OCTOBER 10-11, 2015 

--Ann Moser 

 

I am pleased to announce that we have a newly certified K9 and handler:  Taylor Grisham and Sasha passed 

their large-area test with the National Search Dog Alliance.  (This is a 160-acre test with two subjects, and 

they had three hours to find them.)  They are ready to deploy on missions! 

 

Our evaluators from Montana were very impressed with our team.  Also certifying or recertifying were: 

Jen Skeldon and Kato certified in Land Human Remains Detection (first time for them in this category).  Ann 

Moser and Cricket recertified in Land Human 

Remains Detection.  Jamie Simpson and Yoki 

certified in Area with Large-source Cadaver (one 

live subject and one cadaver source in 80 acres). 

 

Also evaluated were four handlers and dogs from 

Snake River Search and an independent team from 

Driggs.  Andy Stehling, Dell McNees and Steve 

Paris ran base camp and logistics, keeping track of 

everybody and transporting people and dogs into 

and out of search areas. 

 

We also congratulate Siw Lea and Uki, who in 

August recertified in Cadaver search with the North 

American Police Work Dog Association. 
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“CHARITY ON TAP” AT 10 BARREL BREWING – NOVEMBER 24, 2015 
--KEN SWICKARD 

 

On the fourth Tuesday of the month, 10 Barrel Brewing in Boise honors a non-profit organiza-tion, 

with all the profits for the evening from 5 to 9 p.m. dedicated to the chosen charity.  Idaho Mountain 

Search and Rescue Unit was chosen to be the recipient this month. 

 

Ten Barrel was very accommodating, providing two tables near the entrance for our banner, donation 

box, and literature.  Delinda and Ken showed up in uniform at 4:45 to set up the items and get ready 

to answer questions about IMSARU and our mission.  Shortly after the 5 p.m. starting time, Jen and 

K-9 Kato both showed up in full gear.  Kato, of course, was the focus of most of the attention. 

 

The primary dining area filled quite quickly between 6 and 7 p.m.  If a mission callout had occurred 

then, the room would have been promptly vacated.  Even though it was a business meeting night at 

our Compound, more IMSARU members were at the 10 Barrel and others joined us after the meeting. 

 

Delinda had obtained a number of raffle items; we sold a lot of tickets while many customers just put 

a donation into our box and did not want the tickets.  As of this writing, we have not been given a 

total of the funds raised, but attendance at 10 Barrel was consistent throughout the evening despite the 

pouring rain outside.  Thank you, 10 Barrel Brewery, for selecting us as your charity of the month.  

We also thank the members who came down for dinner and/or drinks, and the general public who 

contributed. 

 

Those attending in uniform were Delinda Castellon, Jen Skeldon with K-9 Kato, and Ken Swickard.  

Many other IMSARU members attended in civilian garb. 

 

 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

We greatly appreciate the financial support of the following groups and individuals: 

 

Center for Spiritual Living  Stephanie Richardson (to support the K-9 Team) 

 

Ronald Christensen    Diane Mathews and Tim Henning 

 

Kris Walker   Homer Scott Walls  Michael Buckingham 

 

Gabe Hon, of Hon Motors LLC    Tom Wheless 

 

Donors to United Way of Northern Utah for Intermountain Combined Federal Campaign 

 

Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  All our members 

are unpaid volunteers and we never charge the people we are called to help.  We are funded by 

donations such as those listed above, by grants, by selling corn-on-the-cob at the Western Idaho Fair, 

and by reimbursement of some specific mission expenses via the Idaho State Search and Rescue 

Fund. 
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TECHNICAL TEAM HIGHLINE TRAINING – NOVEMBER 2015 
--CHRIS BROOKMAN 

 

The IMSARU tech team usually focuses on a specific rescue system for each month’s training, 

and the November subject was highlines.  These are among the more complicated and 

dangerous systems, due to the high amounts of force that can be generated at the anchors of the 

system.  It is essential that they be set up correctly to avoid overloading. 

 

Following a classroom session on proper techniques for rigging and tensioning highlines, we 

hit the field for some hands-on practice at a small canyon just south of Highway 21 near 

Micron, and set up a dual-track Kootenay highline with an English Reeve.  There are many 

different types of highline setups and many ways of rigging them, but this particular system 

allows us to transport an attendant (and in the case of a real mission, a litter and a patient) back 

and forth across a canyon, and also to raise and lower them into the canyon. 

The team spent the morning setting up and safety-checking the system.  After lunch we took 

turns being the attendant and riding the system out and down into the canyon while team 

members on the top sides operated the system.  Brandon also brought his drone for another 

training opportunity and some cool aerial photography.  IMSARU members participating were 

Gregg Rettschlag, Jeff Munn, Owen Miller, Brandon Mart (+drone), Mike Johnson, John 

Ferguson, Ron Christensen, Francisco Castellon and Chris Brookman. 
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After the posting of the colors and reciting of the Scout Oath and Scout Law, fifteen Scouts 

gathered around two tables for our Mountain Safety program of safety concepts, including the 

Ten Essentials, Rules of Three and an emergency shelter.  [continued on p. 4] 

Ken started by explaining who we are and what Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue does.  The 

Scouts were interested in our special-skills teams, especially the technical and K-9 teams.  We 

then talked about how to prepare for an outing in the wilderness, discussing the ten essentials as I 

unpacked my 24-hour pack and we had a hands-on study of the items.  The boys, and six of the 

fathers in attendance, were especially interested in the bivy sacks and the shelter tarp.  There 

were a lot of questions and discussion of needs for survival in the backwoods. 

 

Vicki presented the Hug-a-Tree shelter idea by demonstrating, and then having one of the Scouts 

size a plastic bag to his nose and properly make it usable as an emergency shelter.  Even the 

adults present found this a great way to ensure that everyone in an outdoor group had shelter for 

an emergency situation. 

 

We concluded with a quick explanation of “Why Cotton Kills,” and all were able to have further 

hands-on examination of the survival gear we carry.  After the retirement of the colors, the 

meeting was closed but we spent another twenty minutes answering questions about IMSARU 

and our missions.  Presenters were Vicki Swickard and Ken Swickard. 

 

NAVIGATION TRAINING AT BOGUS BASIN -- OCTOBER 17, 2015 
--TOM RAND 

 

Wow!  These field trainings keep getting better and closer to realistic mission experience!  

Gregg Rettschlag planned, set up, and coordinated the activities of a foot team, a bike team and a 

motorized team.  Clearly, this took several days of Gregg’s time in advance of the training day. 

 

We met at the Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation Area parking lot that served as base camp.  We 

received a topo map, typed instructions, and a search area loaded into our GPSs.  Each line of 

instructions required a shift in skill set among compass, map and GPS use.  Once we found the 

search area, we needed to do a grid search, and ultimately navigated back to base. 

 

As the exercise was held in a ski area, we were aware of potential for steep ascents, and our first 

reaction to new coordinates was to follow a direct bearing to the destination whether a ridge 

intervened or not.  As we worked through each line of instructions, we learned that the most 

efficient route was to determine the trail that took us to the destination, as Gregg designed the 

activity to follow trails.  Finding the most efficient route kept us relating the map to both our 

visual perspective of terrain and the coordinates to which we were navigating.  The next time 

navigation field training comes around, don’t excuse yourself because you think it is too hard, as 

the smart route is not always the same as the hard route!  

 

The experience was enhanced by the proportion of highly experienced IMSARU members who 

participated.   

 

Thanks to Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation Area for use of the ski area and trail system for our 

training day. 

 

Motorized Team was Chris Brookman, Mike Johnson, Ken Swickard and Vicki Swickard. 

Bike Team was Justin Barney, Amanda Leader, Jeff Munn and Alisa Rettschlag. 

Foot Team was Jim Finley, Tom Rand, Scott Walls, Greg Weber and Tom Wheless.    

SAFETY EDUCATION FOR BOY SCOUT TROOP 21—NOV. 12, 2015 
--KEN SWICKARD 
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MANTRACKER TRAINING – NOVEMBER 9 AND 21, 2015 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

As the days shorten, temperatures drop and precipitation falls in various forms, it’s hard to find 

good places outdoors to lay sign for training…but we still need to keep our eyes tuned up.  So…. 

 

On November 9th, which turned out to be an evening of chilly rain, we set up an indoor session 

at the IMSARU Compound.  We started with the video that Remy Newcombe produced several 

years ago, showing how to plan and execute the drawing of a track.  We don’t, of course, often 

have that distinct a footprint to work with, nor do we take the time to put in every little detail 

when there is probably a lost and/or injured person waiting for help, but the video offers valuable 

techniques for really looking at a print and mentally organizing what we see. 

 

Each participant then chose one of sixteen footprints made on tinfoil and taped to walls, and drew 

that print.  We shuffled the footprint cards and had individuals identify the wall print that 

matched the one someone else had drawn, simulating a mission where some trackers have to 

return home while others arrive to join the team.  One more shuffling of the cards, and pairs sat 

back-to-back, taking turns at drawing the print their partner was describing, this time simulating a 

radio call during a mission when a searcher describes what he/she sees and asks whether that is 

the subject they are looking for.  Everyone then matched what they had heard and drawn to the 

prints on the wall. 

 

Participants at this session were Jimmie Yorgensen, Scott Walls, Vicki Swickard, Ken Swickard, 

Kris Scovel, Dan Scovel, Tom Rand, Siw Lea and Aaron Burdin.  Trainers were Alisa Rettschlag 

and Charlotte Gunn. 

 

 

On November 21st, Tom and Jimmie provided a very different experience, miles out of town on 

Cartwright Road, on a sunny day after another rainy spell.  They had laid lines of sign for the less

-experienced trackers and a scenario for the more-experienced.  The story was of a rancher who 

from a distance had seen a couple of men acting furtively and disappearing into the brush on the 

opposite side of the road.  Where did they go and what were they doing? 

 

A standard challenge in tracking is to determine which prints are the appropriate age for the line 

you need to follow.  On missions, we are usually looking for older prints that have newer ones 

(often from family and friends of the missing person and/or earlier responders) on top of them.  

This time, the newer prints were our target but the challenge was the same:  Which ones were of 

the right age?  Need I mention that we were working in thick brush, on steep and sometimes 

muddy slopes, where the deer were obviously at home?  It was an excellent training, in a location 

we had not previously used. 

 

Participants at this session were Aaron Burdin, Charlotte Gunn, Linda Kearney, Siw Lea, Alisa 

Rettschlag, Mike Rowe, Dan Scovel, Kris Scovel and Ken Swickard.  Trainers were Tom Rand 

and Jimmie Yorgensen. 
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BOISE HOLIDAY PARADE – NOVEMBER 19, 2015 
--DELINDA CASTELLON 

 

This year’s theme was “Christmas Through A Child’s Eyes.”  Most of us met at the Compound 

and a few felt it was easier to meet us directly at the staging area.  We had a fun group with a 

large attendance of 19 individuals.  We incorporated walkers, ATV’s, the bike team, Jake with 

his motorcycle, and the crowd pleasers, our K-9 friends and their respected handlers.  Ron was 

kind enough to drive the truck pulling our command trailer. 

 

When I spoke earlier with the parade officials, I had expressed concern that should we have a 

mission call during the parade, we would need accessibility to leave.  We were happy to be 

assigned seventh 

place in the parade. 

The crowd was 

engaged with our 

team, asking 

questions of each 

team as well as 

clapping and 

shouting “Thank 

you” as we passed.  

Our crew handed out 

candy canes to the 

spectators and I 

quickly realized that 

there was a much 

higher attendance 

this year than last; we ran out of candy canes halfway through the parade. 

 

We offer a huge thank-you to the parade officials for taking care of us with early placement in 

line and sponsoring our entry fee.  We also thank everyone who showed up and enjoyed a cold 

morning out in Boise.  I couldn’t think of better company for spending a Saturday morning in 

the outdoors. 

 

 

IMSARU OFFICERS FOR 2016 
 

Election of officers for 2016 was held on October 6.  We do it this early to allow outgoing and 

incoming officers to work together before the newly-elected become totally responsible in 

December.  (** indicates a change from 2015.) 

 

President – Jimmie Yorgensen   Vice-President – Ron Christensen 

Coordinator – Rod Knopp    Secretary – Andy Stehling ** 

Treasurer – Phil O’Bryan    Logistics Director – Ken Swickard ** 

Rescue Director – Owen Miller   P.R. Director – Delinda Castellon 

Medical Director – Chris Brookman **  Training Director – Gregg Rettschlag 
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PRESENTATION TO BOGUS BASIN SKI PATROL 

OCTOBER 13, 2015 
--KEN SWICKARD 

 

The Bogus Basin Ski Patrol asked IMSARU to send members to their first meeting of the 2015-

2016 ski season.  They wanted to know the history of IMSARU and what each member carries 

into the field.   

 

Ken started with a presentation of the history of our unit, including that some of our founding 

members had also been associated with the Bogus Basin Ski Patrol and the National Ski Patrol.   

Carolyn and Vicki handed out brochures while Ken went through the ten essentials from his 

pack.  Most were amazed to hear that every member of the field teams is expected to have a 24-

hour pack ready and available for instant mission response.  All of the bivy and shelter items 

were opened for inspection, and attendees had the opportunity to ask questions as well as to 

physically examine the pack contents. 

 

After Vicki gave a quick presentation of the Hug-A-Tree concept of utilizing the garbage bag 

for survival, we handed out the “Why Cotton Kills” flyers and explained why cotton is never 

the winter fabric of choice in the wilderness.   

 

The group asked about possible mutual training, and I referred them to our President and our 

Training Director.  After our presentation, the Ski Patrol continued with their business meeting, 

and we found out later that many were betting I could not get all of the items back into my pack 

before we left.  They lost. 

 

Thirty-four Ski Patrol Members were present.  Presenters were Carolyn Sukkha, Ken Swickard 

and Vicki Swickard. 

 

 

 

TRAINING SCHEDULE FOR 2016 
 

January – Avalanche Awareness  July – Helicopter/Air Ops 

 

February – Winter Survival/Shelter/Travel August – N/A (Corn Booth) 

 

March – Base Camp    September – IMSARU Olympics 

 

April – Navigation    October - Navigation 

 

May – Swiftwater Awareness   November – Search Tactics/SAR Management 

 

June – Bivouac    December – Winter Clothing/Pack Prep 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY – DECEMBER 5, 2015 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

A roomful of members, family and friends; a second roomful of great foods for the potluck 

dinner; reports on the year’s activities; non-serious awards to laugh at; serious awards in 

appreciation of service…what more could anyone ask for this traditional celebration? 

 

Thanks again to Fish and Game for allowing us to use their facility.  With only an hour between 

an earlier meeting and our party, the set-up team did an outstanding job.  In the kitchen they 

had tables and table service awaiting the food—and oh, what food appeared!--coffee brewed 

and water hot for tea.  The meeting room (also known as the Trophy Room) was filled with 

tables and chairs; and all those animal heads on the wall wore stocking caps and mufflers for 

the occasion.  I dare not list the members who went early to make this happen for fear of 

missing some, but we can thank Ann Moser and Michael Mancuso for being our liaison with 

Fish and Game. 

 

A special guest this year was Dave Clarke, President of the Mountain Rescue Association, who 

brought us greetings and spent some time conferring with our committee members who are 

working on preparations for hosting the national summer conference in 2017. 

 

Our vice-president, Ron Christensen, announced statistics on our Safety Education program for 

2015 to date:  36 members helped to present 27 sessions to various groups, with audiences 

totaling 645 children and 517 adults.  And our president, Jimmie Yorgensen, gave statistics of 

our SAR missions:  30 calls, 22 of which became field operations, with the others being 

resolved before we could respond.  Our responses involved 63 different members responding to 

39 adults and 12 juveniles; 2,964 person-hours; and over 18,000 vehicle miles.  These missions 

took place in 11 counties, in 2 states. 

 

One of our traditional awards is a blue vest with the MRA logo, for members who have made 

major contributions to the unit over multiple years.  This year the vests were presented to Brad 

Acker, Francisco Castellon, Jeff Munn, Jen Skeldon and Ken Swickard.  Congratulations and 

thanks to these people for their valuable work! 
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SAR MANAGEMENT SEMINAR IN ELMORE COUNTY – NOV. 7, 2015 
--JEN SKELDON 

 

Senior IMSARU members presented a Search Management course in Mountain Home for 

twenty Elmore County LE and SAR personnel and six IMSARU members.  The day included a 

PowerPoint session and group planning with actual search scenarios that gave everyone a 

chance to act as a SAR manager and try to rescue the subject(s) as quickly and safely as 

possible. 

 

The first section introduced the philosophy and theory behind SAR management, including 

everything from how to rank the urgency of a callout (i.e., paging searchers to get to the 

Compound ASAP or letting them rest until 5 a.m.), to managing various OLs and search teams 

through multiple operational periods, through debrief and post-search analysis.  There is a LOT 

to think about when managing a search and/or rescue; keeping a cool head, planning, enlisting 

help, and delegating responsibilities are essential.  An effective SAR manager must possess 

integrity, experience, juggling abilities, a competent team, and organizational skills. 

 

One way of organizing resources, SAR personnel, and family members/friends as part of 

strategic planning uses the acronym SCORPA:  Size up the situation; identify Contingencies; 

determine goals and Objectives; manage Resources; Plan; take Action.  A SAR manager must 

be able to quickly evaluate where teams are and modify their objectives, based on new 

information, weather, etc. 

 

Managing a SAR mission is a multi-faceted task that requires a lot from the individual in 

charge.  As search personnel, sometimes we just want to get into the field and find them!  

Sitting around in base camp can be the hardest task.  Some ways to be a prepared searcher, thus 

allowing the OL to focus on his/her job include:  Make sure your pack is ready for the season 

and terrain, with any additions required for the subject.  Turn on and clear out old GPS track 

logs.  Provide specialized skills AND limitations to the OL up front.  Make sure your 

assignment is clear, and repeat it to your team leader or OL in your own words.  Understand 

comms; know primary and secondary channels, and how often to check in while in the field.  

Look for clues, document everything relevant you find, and pass it on to the OL.  Remember, 

there are more clues than subjects!  If you are assigned to base, be ready to assist with jobs such 

as running mission software, recording radio logs or acting as a scribe. 

 

Elmore County provided a comfortable meeting room, good company, and a delicious lunch 

with homemade chili and soup.  We thank them for their hospitality. 

 

IMSARU members presenting this seminar were Jimmie Yorgensen, Kris Scovel, Dan Scovel, 

Gregg Rettschlag and Charlotte Gunn. 
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