RESCUE has been the voice of IMSARU since January 1962
Founding Member: Mountain Rescue Association

IDAHO MOUNTAIN SEARCH AND RESCUE UNIT, INC. Boise, Idaho
Vol. 48 Sept-Oct 2015 No.5

Assisting Blaine &
Custer Counties—Pg
1,2,3

Missing Hunter in
Corn Booth, A New Expe- Search & Recovery in Malheur
Summit Flat Area—Pg rience—Pg 5
County Oregon — Pg 6
3&4

THANK YOU to KPG/ Medical Problem in
Lithographics Printing Grandjean Area—Pg
— Pg 6
6&7
JHPTS Course at
McCall — Pg 8

Thank You, Thank You— IMSARU Christmas Party—Pg 8
Pg 7&8
Press on the calendar to see upcom-

Mock Mission Training — Pg 9

ASSISTING BLAINE & CUSTER COUNTIES, SEPTEMBER 16-20, 2015
EDITOR’S NOTE: A young man described as a ridgerunner who also liked to free-climb went missing in
the mountainous area above Sun Valley, an area that includes both Blaine and Custer Counties. His vehicle was located but there was no information on where he planned to go. After two days of searching, the
local units asked IMSARU to join the search; various numbers of our members responded on Wednesday
through Sunday, with some remaining overnight and others making the long drive for single days. The
following is limited descriptions by three of our members of their roles in the unsuccessful search.
Ann Moser on Thursday, September 17
Six IMSARU members and one K9 drove up; fortunately,
we had all seen the weather forecast and had added winter
gear to our packs! Craig Swan, K9 Watson and I were sent
up the Kane Creek Trail on a four-mile hike with a Blaine
County team of Molli McLam and K9 Kobe to search the
large boulder field on the east side of Kane Lake. At about
the time we reached the area and met to determine a search
strategy, it began to snow. My team was to search the boulder field while Molli and Kobe were going to work closer
to the creek; we gave ourselves 1-1/2 hours for our assignment and would meet at the mouth of Kane Lake at 1400.
Craig, Watson and I started out OK for about the first 15
minutes, but by 1300 it had turned into a blizzard. With a
couple of inches of snow already on the boulder field plus Not easy terrain for searching.
the new snow and wind, the situation quickly turned unsafe.
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Watson was having a very hard time on the slippery boulders. When he got his leg stuck between two shifting rocks, Craig and I decided to abandon our search area and head back to the
trail. It was lucky for Craig that Watson was not hurt and Craig didn’t have to carry him out!
As we made our way slowly back to the trail, word came over the radio that there was lightning
on Mt. Baldy, that it was headed our way, and we needed to take cover. We never actually saw
any lightning but were asked by Base to head back down to our vehicles, and all arrived safely
back in Sun Valley by about 1730.
Mike Johnson on Thursday-Friday, September 17-18
On Thursday, Becky Louber, Siw Lea, Steve Hunt and I were shuttled by ATV part-way up
Corral Creek Trail to search a basin near a very steep ridge line. We had to hike a little over
half of the way because the ATV’s couldn’t make it all the way. (Riding those machines with
my pack on while climbing the steep trail was pretty tough, but I was thankful I didn’t have to
climb all the way on foot.) We started at about 7,400 feet at the trailhead and ended up at about
9,400 feet, just below the ridgeline. As we began to move into our search area, a storm blew in
and it began to snow really hard. Base told us this first storm had another one behind it with
lightning and that we had to get off the mountain. We tried moving forward but, due to low
visibility, had difficulty picking our way down the hill and cliff faces, so we ended up backtracking several hundred yards to make our way down into the tree line. We were able to clear
the tree line and the lower part of our search area, so the day wasn’t a total waste. The high altitude, climbing that far, and negotiating the scree fields really wore me out!
At the end of Thursday, everyone but Craig and I returned to Boise. Levi Maydole asked me to
assist him in incident command on Friday, so I spent most of my day attempting to keep track
of the Lakota and Blackhawk helicopters
along with our teams in the field. I think the
field teams had a much easier hiking day on
Friday than we did on Thursday, as the helicopters were able to shuttle them directly
from the edge of town to their search areas.
At the end of the day, there was still no sign
of our missing subject. Dodi and Brian Newbill very graciously drove up to pick up Craig
and myself and take us home.

Kris Scovel on Saturday, September 19
Ten of us left the Compound at 0425 to
Elkhorn Fire Station in Sun Valley, arriving at
0700, just in time for briefing. Levi Maydole
(Custer County S.O.) and Brian Carpita,
“Shelter” for a rest stop.
Photo by S. Lea
(Blaine County S.O.) remained as jointcommand as they had done all week. The IC had done a nice job of laying out assignments the
night before and quickly dispatched 8 teams with roughly 50 people, including 5 K9 teams and
a National Guard helicopter out of Montana. The briefing included special attention to the hazardous conditions resulting from the 8”-10” of snow that had fallen during the week.
IMSARU members Dell McNees, Jen Skeldon with K9 Kato, Bill Lindenau and Becky Louber
were assigned to work the area east of Devil’s Bedstead below the ridge line, south to Kane
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Creek Lake, and to pay special attention to the boulder fields around the trail. Jake Gillis, Aaron Burdin and Eric Rust were also to go in via the Kane Creek trailhead, stopping at the main
peak of Devil’s Bedstead and working the slope east to Kane Creek and back north to Kane
Creek trailhead, paying special attention to the high-probability fall zones.
Due to minimal radio contact in this area, Tom Kearney and Mike Buckingham took 902 to the
Kane Creek trailhead for communications with our teams in the field. I stayed at IC as the IMSARU lead. Communications from the field were spotty and often frustrating, as is common
with large-scale searches. Totaling the week of searches, the IC calculated that roughly 52
square miles (not counting vertical miles) had been searched.
At around noon, with information that the snow was melting relatively quickly with the exception of north-facing slopes, the IC began planning to get technical teams in the field on Sunday
to work the cliffs and high-probability fall zones around Bedstead. IC did a nice job of gathering 15-18 mountaineers from WY, MT and ID for this task. IMSARU teams were back to the
command post at around 1930. After debriefing and a quick bite to eat, we all headed back to
Boise, arriving at 2300.
NOTE: In addition to those already listed, the following IMSARU members also participated
on other days in this extended search: Justin Ahlin, Chris Brookman, Ron Christensen, Dan
Herring, Linda Kearney, Phil Lewis, Brandon Mart, Gregg Rettschlag and Mark Westerdoll—
making a total of 25 different IMSARU responders to the search area. Rod Knopp was in-town
coordinator with help from Charlotte Gunn, including getting teams on the road at 4 and 5 a.m.

MISSING HUNTER IN SUMMIT FLAT AREA - SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2015
--ALISA RETTSCHLAG

At 0507 we got a mission call for a missing hunter in the Centerville area of Boise County.
Eighteen members rallied to the Compound and were quickly on the road toward Idaho City,
through Centerville and Pioneerville, and finally arriving near the hunting camp. Once there,
we learned that the subject was a male in his late 50’s with a prosthetic leg and a medical condition that caused severe disorientation at times. He and his father-in-law had taken an ATV a
quarter mile north of their camp, then at about 1800 had split up on foot to scout for game. The
subject did not return to the ATV; family members and friends searched until 2200 before calling the Boise County Sheriff’s Office.
As Operations Leader, Gregg set up Base Camp southwest of the ATV, which was the LKP
(last known point). He deployed a two-person tracking team, Jimmie and myself, to secure the
LKP and look for a direction of travel from the ATV. We found a bunch of feathers and a couple of grouse carcasses next to the ATV, an empty rifle bag attached to the ATV, and two
45mm shell casings; radio communications confirmed that the two men had shot and cleaned
grouse, and that the missing man was most likely carrying a small fanny pack, a .22 rifle and a
hand gun.
Jimmie and I then cut for sign (looking for footprints and other clues along a natural or manmade barrier) around the ATV. We knew we were looking for a person with one natural leg
and the family had mentioned that the subject wore a “C”-shaped prosthetic, not one with a
shoe, so we quickly discounted sign lines that had both left and right footprints. While crossing
an unimproved ATV trail on our cut, we found and followed a very prominent right boot print
measuring about 12 inches in length with a distinct heel; the subject’s wife had said he was
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wearing Whites—a boot with a very distinct heel. We could not find the corresponding left
boot print, so we radioed our findings to the O.L. and asked, “By the way, which leg has the
prosthesis?” The answer came back “Left”—but really, how many other hunters with prosthetic legs were there in that area at that time?!
As we followed this line of sign up the unimproved road, we occasionally found a slight 2”x2”
square disturbance just to the left of the right boot print, this being the only “footprint” of the
prosthesis. We followed the sign until about 2030, then took a break for sleeping and continued
on September 10. At around 1000 that second day, one of our ground teams heard shouts for
help coming from Rock Creek, a drainage east of our search area. They shouted back but there
was no response. At 1240, one of our teams (Carolyn and Dodi) radioed that our subject had
been found by a Park-N-Ski groomer on an ATV who was in the area checking trails for the
coming season; the groomer brought the subject to our ground team, and one of our vehicles
retrieved the subject and team members.
The subject was quite dehydrated and sore, complaining of diarrhea and nausea, actively vomiting while riding back to Base Camp. Between bouts of vomiting he gave IMSARU the compliment of “I sure am happy to see you guys!” At Base Camp, a couple of our members with
medical training took vitals, gave him some diluted Gatorade, and interviewed him while awaiting the arrival of the Life Flight helicopter. He said he ate a raw grouse and some other
“critters” including snails, and drank capfuls of unfiltered water from small puddles and
streams; that he found an old mine shaft that provided some shelter during the cold nights; and
that he felt like he had walked a long way—it was very painful to walk on his prosthetic leg.
Even so, after 36 hours of being lost, he is quite the survivor! The helicopter arrived within 15
minutes and he was whisked off to a Boise hospital. He recovered quickly enough to attend an
IMSARU meeting a couple of weeks later and express in person his thanks to the group.
Responding members on one or both days included Chris Brookman, Mike Buckingham, Aaron
Burdin, Francisco Castellon, Ron Christensen, Joe Florko, Don Fridrich, Jake Gillis, Taylor
Grisham, Mike Johnson, Linda Kearney with K9 Cayenne, Phil Lewis, Mike Mancuso, Brandon Mart, Ted Marx, Ann Moser with K9 Watson, Dodi Newbill, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg
Rettschlag (O.L.), Eric Rust, Jamie Simpson with K9 Yoki, Jen Skeldon with K9 Kato, Andy
Stehling with K9 Riffle, Carolyn Sukkha, Kacy Watkins, Tom Wheless, Everett Wood and Jimmie Yorgensen.
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CORN BOOTH, A NEW EXPERIENCE--AUGUST 21-30, 2015
--BECKY LOUBER

I had the privilege to serve IMSARU at our Corn Booth at the Western Idaho Fair. It was my
first experience there, and I worked one night shift and one day shift. I learned several positive
things:
First, I learned about our customers, including a few more demographics of the Treasure Valley
as different crowds attended during the evening and during the day. I learned about all things
corn…shucking, how much silk is on every single ear, that you need to cook it for 7 minutes
and that it comes from Volcanic Farms in Montour. Fresh Local Corn! Come and get it!
Speaking of which, I learned from some professionals experienced in the field of “corny,” vocal
sales pitches. We have some creative people in our midst. If I had known sooner, I would have
practices my corn calls, proposed a competition and tried a lot harder to win. I learned it is a lot
easier to get someone to buy two ears of corn than you think. “Oh, and would you like something to drink with that?”
I met some fair-goers excited to see us because they remember the days when their only Fair
food options were corn-on-a-stick and cotton candy. I learned a lot about fellow members, too.
All the time behind my apron was also quality time working with and learning more about our
team. I experienced that the Corn Booth is sincerely a team effort that couldn’t be done without
everyone pitching in (lots of corn husks into bins, literally, and in many other ways as well.)
And last but probably most importantly, I observed and was amazed at the number of hours put
into the Corn Booth by IMSARU. We have some dedicated and selfless members. I can only
wonder at how many hours of volunteer service we totaled, especially considering all the behind-the-scenes work I don’t even know about. It is always a great experience to work with
such hard workers with great attitudes. Way to go, Team!
[Editor’s Notes] Out business seemed more concentrated on weekends this year, presumably
because schools had started during the week, but our income was essentially the same as last
year’s…and it’s about half of our budget for the year. Special thanks to Jeff Munn for organizing and supervising the setting up and taking down of the booth; to Gregg Rettschlag for coming in every night to supervise the closing, inventory possible needs for the next day, phone in
the corn order, and take the corn husks to be recycled; and to the people like Everett and Rose
Wood and Jimmie Yorgensen who worked the
weekday daytime shifts. We had “only” two
SAR missions during the Fair and greatly appreciate the members who added those to their
schedules as well as the members who could not
respond to the missions but filled in for others
who could.

The “back room” where the corn is husked.
Photo by J. Simpson
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SEARCH & RECOVERY IN MALHEUR COUNTY, OREGON
AUGUST 29, 2015
--TOM RAND

The Malheur County Sheriff contacted our coordinator, Rod Knopp, for assistance in a planned
search for a 69-year-old man who had been missing for more than two weeks. In addition to
IMSARU, small teams from Union and Wallowa Counties in Oregon, Washington County in
Idaho, and the BLM participated in the mission.
The subject from Chico, California, was last seen August 5 when he left relatives in Bend, Oregon, towing his 30-foot RV trailer “to go fishing” and he last telephoned on August 8. His relatives said it was characteristic for him to be gone long periods of time with his RV. Because of
wildfires in the nearby Owyhee Mountains, activity was minimal in the subject’s area. On August 17, hunters scouting for antelope reported the subject’s rig blocking a steep Jeep trail in a
remote area between Succor Creek Road and Owyhee Reservoir. The first trip by Malheur
County officers did not locate the rig, and when they returned with the reporting party on a subsequent day, the rig had been moved and was jack-knifed off the edge of the trail. Ground
search by Malheur County SAR and several days of airplane search failed to locate the subject.
Ron Christensen attended a briefing in Vail, OR the evening before the search mission. Thirteen IMSARU members with seven search dogs met early for rendezvous with the Malheur
County Sheriff (IC), then proceeded up the rockiest Jeep trail ever driven by IMSARU vehicles.
We continue to marvel at how the subject could tow his 30-foot RV for 11 miles on that trail
from the Succor Creek Road. After we arrived at base camp but before teams deployed, airplane searchers radioed sighting of the deceased subject in a draw leading toward Owyhee Reservoir. The body was extracted from the draw by highline from a BLM helicopter. The location was 2.8 miles direct distance and approximately 4 miles along the suspected route of travel.
(During interviews while planning the search, the subject’s family estimated that he could not
walk one mile and his doctor in California estimated that he could not walk two miles, so the
location was outside the planned search area.)
Since so many of our K-9 handlers and their dogs were together, they decided to spend some
time training in this unfamiliar territory before returning home.
IMSARU members on the mission were Ron Christensen (O.L.), Don Fridrich, Stephanie Jenkins, Linda Kearney with K9 Cayenne, Siw Lea with K9 Yuki, Amanda Leader, Brandon Mart,
Ann Moser with K9s Cricket and Watson, Tom Rand, Gregg Rettschlag, Andy Stehling with
K9 Ripple, Jamie Simpson with K9 Yoki and Jen Skeldon with K9 Kato. Rod Knopp was intown coordinator. We greatly appreciate IMSARU members who covered extra shifts at the
Corn Booth at the Western Idaho Fair so that all the above-listed searchers could participate.

THANK YOU to KPG/Lithographics Printing for printing our IMSARU brochures without charge.
MEDICAL PROBLEM IN GRANDJEAN AREA – AUGUST 23, 2015
--GREGG RETTSCHLAG
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We’re always concerned about having to accommodate a mission callout during the ten days of
the Western Idaho Fair, where our Corn Booth is our main fundraiser for the year. The first of
two callouts during this year’s Fair came on the first Sunday at 3 a.m. After shaking the mental
cobwebs, I finished some quick prep and headed to the Compound. Seven of us were going to
the Grandjean trailhead in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area to assist with the evacuation
of a hiker with medical issues. Our subject was camped at the confluence of the Main and
North Forks of Baron Creek, about 3.5 miles by trail from the Grandjean trailhead.
Arriving at the trailhead, we decided to send in a rapid response team of two to get an updated
medical status for our subject as quickly as possible, with the remaining five members following soon after with a wheeled litter. Air medical evacuation was not yet a possibility, as darkness combined with smoke from fires around the northwest to cause visibility issues. While
East Boise County Ambulance staff continued to work with State Comm on helicopter resources, we continued with the plan for a ground evac.
About 20 minutes down the trail, we received word that Air St. Luke’s would be able to fly.
Knowing we’d still need to find a way to move the patient from his camp to an LZ, we continued on the trail. Just as Tom and I (Team 1) arrived at the LZ about 1/2 mile from the subject’s
camp, we saw people loading into the helo. The helicopter had landed just as our subject was
walking down-trail in an attempt to self-evacuate. Serendipity prevailed as he walked near the
LZ just as the helo arrived.
With our subject now en route to Boise, we continued on to his group’s camp. His hiking partners asked if we would take the subject’s gear to him at the hospital in Boise, allowing the rest
of the group to work their way back to Redfish Lake and their vehicle, as they had completed
only two days of a planned five-day loop. After a coffee break provided by the subject’s hiking
companions, we split his gear among our group of seven and hiked back to where we had left
the litter. From there, the litter served as a carry-all for the gear and we made quick work of the
walk back to the trailhead.
Notes: While we were not needed to help evac the subject, we always treat these missions with
a sense of urgency. We prefer a helicopter for transport of subjects with major problems, as it
is more comfortable for subject and rescuers, but we are always prepared to be Plan B in the
event that a helo is not able to get in. This was also the first time I can remember us taking an
assembled litter and wheel such a long distance down the trail (6 miles round trip) and we came
home with ideas for improving such an experience in the future.
IMSARU members participating were Aaron Burdin, Ron Christensen, Taylor Grisham, Tim
Henning, Gregg Rettschlag, Tom Wheless and Jimmie Yorgensen.
—Photo by J. Yorgensen
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
We greatly appreciate cash donations from the following:
United Way of Northern Utah (as part of the Intermountain Combined Federal Campaign)
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Capitol Gypsies
David Peterson
The Razoo Foundation
The Race to Robie Creek (Rocky Canyon Sailtoads)
Valerie L. Houser
Gail Kearns
REI
John Heppe
Ronald Christensen
JPMorgan Chase Bank (specifically for our K-9 Team)

IMSARU CHRISTMAS PARTY!!!
Save the first Saturday in December, as we try to do our party before your holiday schedule gets
really crammed. That will be December 7th. We normally start the social hour at 6 p.m. and
plan to eat at 6:30, to be followed by a program that includes serious awards for achievements
during the year and not-so-serious awards for events some might prefer to forget. If you have
suggestions for either category, tell Jimmie about the serious and tell Charlotte about the others.
We are hoping to have it in the same location as the past few years; will let you know for sure
when arrangements are made. In the meantime, put the date on your calendar, decide what food
you will bring for the potluck dinner, and be sure to invite your spouse or a friend. Dress is informal; orange is not required.

JHPTS COURSE AT MCCALL, SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2015
--CHARLOTTE GUNN

SAR training, like SAR missions, often includes the unexpected. Joel Hardin, as always, had
this class thoroughly planned…and then life interfered. One of his instructors came directly
from three days on a search, driving as far as she could into the night and then continuing on the
morning of the course. Three other instructors got as far as New Meadows before their unit
called them back home for a search. Kris and Dan Scovel, signed up as advanced students to
hone their skills, graciously traded roles and became instructors.
IMSARU sponsored this course and we thank Alisa Rettschlag for being the lead in making arrangements and supplying information; Linda Kearney and I supplied some support but Alisa
carried the heavy load. Pilgrim Cove Camp is a gorgeous place, right on Payette Lake, with a
wide choice of sleeping quarters and beautiful view; the weather was equally gorgeous but we
can’t take credit for that.
IMSARU trackers attending were Todd Blue, Charlotte Gunn, Linda Kearney, Siw Lea, Tom
Rand, Alisa Rettschlag, Ken Swickard, Vicki Swickard and Jimmie Yorgensen, plus Dan
Scovel and Kris Scovel as instructors.
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MOCK MISSION TRAINING – SEPTEMBER 12, 2015
--RON CHRISTENSEN

This training was only a couple of days after 28 members responded to a two-day mission searching
for a missing hunter in the Pilot Peak/Summit Flat area. Even so, our members said they wanted to
train and the mock mission provided many different experiences and roles for those in attendance.
Gregg had worked hard in planning and staging this “mission” to provide realistic experiences. Our
briefing at the Compound involved two “missing hunters” (played by Mike and Jeff) in the Mores
Mountain area. We deployed both trucks 901 and 902, as well as the command trailer and multiple
POV’s.
Upon arrival at a junction in the search area, all team members pulled off the roadway while a scout
team went up the road to locate our subject’s vehicle; it was a short way up the road and we determined that the team’s current location was the best place to set up base camp. We set up the command trailer with generator power; comms and mission management programs were fired up. It was
in the command trailer that many people got to experience new roles, including those of OL, operation of comms and the mission management software.
Almost immediately, a tracking team was sent to the subject’s vehicle location. Once the trackers had
determined a direction of travel, a K-9 team went in to work that area while a ground team was dispatched from Mores Mountain trailhead around the east side of the summit in a containment move.
Gregg, in a new role as a family friend of the subjects, began to provide new clues which were used
in sending additional ground teams toward Coyote Rock, and two different K-9 teams went in to
work a drainage below the ground teams’ search area.
At this juncture, Gregg, now acting in a new role of IC, came to inform Ron (the original OL) that an
“emergency at work” had occurred so Ron was going to have to leave and Chris was the new OL.
After a briefing and transfer of authority, things began to happen quickly in the field.
Clues were found, ultimately leading to the finding of our first subject, Jeff, and he pointed to the direction in which he had last seen Mike traveling. Searchers heard yells for help and noises being
made as distress signals. The bearings of these audible clues were put into our mapping software
while the teams closed in on Mike’s location. Once he was found, we learned that the projected location based on triangulation of the noise bearings on the map was within approximately 300’ of his
actual location. All teams and subjects returned to base for a quick debrief, then took down camp and
prepared for the drive back to Boise.
Members attending were Chris Brookman, Ron Christensen, Jim Dennis, John Ferguson, Jim Findley,
Don Fridrich, Taylor Grisham, Steve Hankins, Mike Johnson, Amanda Leader, Phil Lewis, Becky
Louber, Brandon Mart, Del McNees, Ann Moser, Jeff Munn, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag,
Kris Scovel, Layne Simmons, Andy Stehling, Tom
Wheless and Jimmie Yorgensen.
—Photo by J. Dennis
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