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RACE TO ROBIE CREEK – APRIL 20, 2019 

―TOUGHEST HALF-MARATHON IN THE NORTHWEST‖ 
--CHARLOTTE GUNN 

 

IMSARU has worked with the Race to Robie Creek since 1980, supplying help with first aid and 

communications.  Despite all the advances in communications equipment and our expansion from a tent to a 

major communications network and base trailer, this was a huge challenge year for the 41 IMSARU 

members on site.  A few of our incidents were: 

 

Heavy spring rains had washed out a major gulley across the road.  Road crews worked hard to get it 

passable again in time for the race. 

 

The weather was quite warm on the first part of the course and there were calls for more sunscreen, more 

bottled water, etc.  (But I have to mention that the first runner crossed the finish line in approximately one 

hour and fifteen minutes!) 

 

The IMSARU repeater that we use to allow our radio communications to be heard on both sides of the 

summit refused to repeat despite our trying various sites and orientations, so members with handheld radios 

acted as the repeater.  We also had some communications help from ham operators.  [Our logistics officer 

took the repeater into a shop for repair on the following Monday, getting laughs from the workers there who 

informed him that our repeater was way too old to repair and that we were lucky it lasted as long as it did.] 

 

As usual, our command trailer and medical tents were set up at the finish line.  When we turned on the two 

laptops that we use to record communications, neither computer would operate, so I spent several hours hand

-writing the messages while Tom Wheless worked the mic and Dan Scovel did his usual job of keeping the 
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whole operation organized.  It’s amazing what sticky tabs on a whiteboard can do, if you have someone 

like Dan to make it happen! 

Colin Sesek was in charge of our medical tent, with Boise County EMTs and Ada County paramedics 

responding to calls of runners needing help.  Some of those runners received treatment on the course and 

then continued; some were transported to the medical tent at the end of the racecourse; and a few turned 

back to the start. 

 

Runners and spectators had pretty much done their usual things:  eating, drinking, relaxing, then getting 

in line for the buses that would return them to their vehicles…when threatening clouds were suddenly 

overhead.  There were perhaps twenty people in line awaiting a final bus for transport when those clouds 

open up the heaviest downpour I can remember ever seeing.  The gap between the medical tents and the 

command trailer was bridged by a tarp that filled and then dumped the water every few minutes, soaking 

those who were trying to protect equipment and supplies. 

 

Fortunately, the downpour did not last for hours, so we disassembled our communications and medical 

facility, and headed back toward Boise, awed by how quickly the little creek beside the road had become 

a raging torrent.  The last task was unloading everything and laying it out 

to dry inside the IMSARU garage. 

As usual, we were very impressed by all of the work and organization 

that went into this race.  The Race to Robie Creek committee is highly 

professional in action, and it seems that some improvement appears 

every year.  [But no, even they cannot control the weather.]  This race is 

so popular that the list of participants is filled within minutes of when 

that list opens.  Not all who get a ticket end up using it, so some hopefuls 

are delighted to get a second chance and buy the ticket they missed on 

the first round.  And for all who were there, as runners, workers or 

spectators, this was indeed a race to remember! 

 

IMSARU members participating were:  Justin Ahlin, Darryl Beemer, 

Mike Buckingham, Aaron Burdin, Angie Christensen, Ron Christensen, 

Chase Christopher, Nick Dawson, Nicko Demeter, John Ferguson, 

Kristin Freeman, Charlotte Gunn, Derek Haver, Dale Hyatt, Mike 

Johnson, Brian Marinelli, Ted Marx, John McLeod, Evan Mitchell, 

Aaron Moiso, Mary Moiso, Dodi Newbill, Scotty Perkins, Alisa 

Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Daniel Roberts, Michael Rock, Mike Rowe, Dan Scovel, Kris Scovel, 

Colin Sesek, Delinda Shubin, Ken Swickard, Vicki Swickard, Eddie-Dean Thomas, Monica Vermillion, 

Greg Weber, Tom Wheless, Everett Wood, Jimmie Yorgensen and  Rod Zwainz. 

 

2019 ROBIE CREEK RACE AS SEEN FROM THE SUMMIT 
APRIL 20, 2019 – MIKE ROWE 

 

This was the fourth year that I have worked at this race and I was excited on Saturday morning to learn 

that I would be working the summit assignment with Mike Johnson.  I had not ever worked this 

assignment, but knew of Mike’s experience and thought, “with Mike and Mike, what could go wrong?”  

We found out very quickly.  Upon our arrival at the summit location, we began doing radio checks and 

noticed right away that we were not able to transmit or receive using the repeater.  We went up to the 
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repeater site to check connections and search for anything that looked out of place.  Eddie Dean 

Thomas later joined us and was also stumped as to what the problem was with the equipment.  We 

soon realized that our role would be as a human relay to both sides of the ridge, which is exactly 

why our long-time Robie Creek planners and IC, Dan and Kris Scovel, have the assignment there. 

 

On the summit location, we soon teamed up with the Ada County Paramedics’ supervisor as well 

as a REACT member, all in vehicle 901.  There were several times when three or four of us were 

talking on our respective radio channels, relaying incident or race information, all at the same time.  

The communications and the race seemed to go well overall.  Late in the afternoon, knowing that 

all of the runners and walkers were on the downhill side of the race, we were given permission to 

take down the non-functioning repeater and pack up for moving.  As Mike and I approached the 

repeater site, the sky was very dark and the wind had picked up considerably.  We probably made 

world-record time on taking down the repeater and running back to the truck as the storm hit.  As 

Mike drove down the ridge toward base, it appeared that buckets of hail were being thrown in 

rapid succession at the windshield of vehicle 901.  We made it back to base as the storm lightened 

up, just in time to help take down the finish-line tents and equipment. 

 

LIVE-STREAM CLIFFHANGER 

LINDSY GLICK 
 

It was a hot and sunny day.  Some might say it was a tad warm to be spending eight hours in the 

direct sun with no shade, setting up Chris Brookman’s highline dream across a canyon.  Now that I 

think about it though, his side had a nice tall ponderosa for an anchor, which provided a wide 

swath of shade.  Our side (nearly everyone else) had this scrawny, questionably sturdy, pokey bush 

of a pine.  (Yes, we tied a back anchor, just in case….)  Curious.  If you’re the kind of person who 

reviews Rigging Lab Academy on the daily, or invents 21:1 mechanical advantage systems instead 

of counting sheep to fall asleep—which is apparently what Chris and Francisco Castellon do—the 

goal of the day was simple:  set up a dual-track Kootenay highline with a single carriage English 

reeve with 6:1 mechanical advantage.  Everybody with me?  Well, before we could set this easy-

peasy system up, we had to get to the site in the first place.  If there were any grumbles driving out 

to the middle of nowhere (there were), I think they were gone by the end of the day; Chris had 

scouted out a pretty narrow and high-walled canyon along the South Fork of the Boise, right over a 

waterfall.  Perhaps we’ll let him plan more trainings after all.  Somehow, on the way there, though, 

on a tiny little two-track road, Chris and Ron Christensen (both search specialists and multi-year 

tech team members) forgot all their mechanical advantage training and, from what I hear, Chris 

made Ron physically trundle all the washing-machine-size boulders out of the way so they could 

reduce the walking approach to the site. 

 
Once both teams finally arrived on site, we waved to each other and got to work.  On our side, 

Francisco assigned roles, and that meant that Aaron Burdin went over the cliff.  He rappelled, of 

course, as did Chris from the other side, so that they could play jump rope and toss rope ends 

across the river.  They might has also played Red Rover, but I couldn’t hear from up top, so that’s 

not verified.  Jim Findley and I were super busy the first hour setting up the perfect (aka safe) 

anchors for anyone operating as edge attendant.  I can’t speak for Jim, but personally, this is the 

reason I never moved beyond sport climbing.  Seriously, it took us forever.  Alex Deduck and Greg 
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Weber set up no less than four wrap-three-pull-two anchors, and undoubtedly chatted about 

Antarctica.  Francisco answered about 35 questions (per hour) and also somehow managed to set up 

or pre-rig the track lines, the 4:1 haul system, the tag line, the load cell (I don’t think we ever 

surpassed more than 4.4 kN of our 6kN allowance to maintain our 10:1 safety factor) and various 

other components.  Once Aaron jumared himself back up the cliff, he and others set up the A-frame 

for a high angle re-direct, and we all prepared to tension the  

system.  Meanwhile, on the other side, Chris and Ron presumably did their thing because I could 

see a gin pole and lines going back to their enviable shade-producing tree.  After another round of 

safety checks of everything, we got ready.  We pulled, we held things in place, we minded prusiks.  

The system, with its neon roper and shiny metal, became a taut 2.3 kN structure of integrity—a 

beautiful suspension of disbelief.  We took a break for lunch. 

 

We were finally ready to test our system, and since Francisco assigned roles that meant that Jim 

Findley went over the cliff.  We sent him about halfway across, and that went pretty smoothly, so 

we thought we’d try to bring him back….  That also went smoothly.  We did decide to move the A-

frame a bit closer to the edge to make that transition easier on the carriage-rider, and ensure that our 

lines didn’t sag to a point where they were actually touching the canyon walls.  Since Jim gave a 

rave review of the falls, more of us decided it would be fun to cross.  Alex volunteered next, and we 

also successfully hauled him halfway across and back.  For timing’s sake, we didn’t reeve 

everyone, but since Aaron was next, we decided to check that function as well.  I think he wanted to 

go down and touch the water, but I didn’t want us to have to pull him back up that far…and we did 

haul him back up.  My turn!  Riding along a twin trackline highline versus climbing is kind of like 

riding a horse vs. hiking:  you get a better vantage point, and someone else does all the work.  It 

was fabulous.  I made Chris take a picture of me with the falls below, but somehow spaced taking a 

Bottom Left: Anchor setup. 

Top Right: Jim crossing on the highline 
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Left: Setting up the highline over the waterfall. Right: The twin track line system under tension. 

Bottom Left: High-directional anchor setup. 

Top Left: Ron moving a fallen rock out of the way. 

Right: Lindsy in a moment of suspense over the waterfall. 
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picture of the falls (or a selfie!) so I’d like to go back and set the system up again so I can get that shot.  

Unfortunately for the remainder of the crew, our time was up, and Mom and Dad were making us put away all our 

toys.  I think the total number of gear pieces used during the day was 303*, a new record. 

 

When people ask me what I did this weekend, I say, “Oh, just hung out.  On the edge of a cliff.”  And then I leave 

them there, hanging on to those words…. 

*I made that up. 

 

Participants included Chris Brookman, Aaron Burdin, Francisco Castellon, Ron Christensen, Alex Deduck, Jim 

Finley, Lindsy Glick, and Gregg Weber. 

 

 

IMSARU K9 TEAM HOSTED NATIONAL CERTIFICATION 

MAY 3-4, 2019 – RORY OLSEN 
 

The IMSAR K9 team hosted a National Search Dog Alliance certification testing event for 12 search and rescue 

canine teams from Idaho, Oregon and Washington, with four National Search Dog Alliance evaluators.  Tests 

included Area II, Area with Live and Cadaver, and Land Human Remains Detection. 

 

The area tests had 80 acres, with Area II having one or two live subjects, and the area with Live and Cadaver having 

one live subject and one large cadaver source.  Teams had two hours to complete the test.  We also had testing for 

human remains detection (HRD) where the dog must detect small amounts of human remains.  For the HRD test, the 

team must work a building, cars, a tenth of a mile of roadway, and two separate one-acre areas, with each area 

containing an unknown number of sources.  The testing process is rigorous but is designed to make sure that the 

canine teams are thoroughly prepared to perform the critical task of searching for someone who is lost and/or 

injured…or, in some cases, to bring closure to family members who have lost a loved one. 

 

Six teams passed their respective testing problems and became certified to be used in search and rescue operations.  

Two IMSARU teams passed their tests and became certified in Area II:  Linda Kearney with K9 Cayenne, and Christi 

Kelley with K9 Brewster. 

 

Organizing and implementing a large testing event is very challenging!  We appreciate all the work of the K9 Team 

members, flankers, and volunteer subjects who made this event a success. 
 

In Honor of Cricket 
 

Last week we said goodbye to one of the great IMSARU 

members.  Cricket was the sweetest dog on the team and she 

loved to hunt! She was a rescued by Ann Moser and her husband 

Jim and overcame the limited life experience from her first home 

to become a standout search dog and ambassador for the 

unit.  During her career, Cricket worked numerous wilderness 

searches, attended lots of public events and assisted on several 

police searches, including one where she located tiny bones that 

had been buried in a yard for decades.      

You can tell by the kindness of a dog how a human 

should be. 

Captain Beefheart 
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KOREAN ALPINE RESCUE DELEGATION 
--AARON BURDIN 

 

During the MRA winter business meeting, IMSARU was approached with a question of whether we would be 

willing to help host a delegation of Korean SAR members who were passing through on their way to the MRA 

conference in Portland, OR.  The Korean Alpine Rescue organization is about 700 members strong with small 

groups operating all over the country.  A member of the Vail County CO and one from the Alaska MRA teams 

arrived in Boise on Sunday and four SAR members (team leads from four different groups) from Korea flew in 

late that day. 

 

On Monday morning, June 3, the six guests met with four IMSARU members at the Compound and were given 

a tour of our facility.  They seemed very impressed with our wheeled litter, and how well organized and 

equipped our truck 901 was.  The plan for the day was to either find a good climbing spot or go for a hike, then 

later that night they would join IMSARU tech team members for the tech class on High Lines presented by 

Chris Brookman. 

 

The group decided to hike the “Around the Mountain” trail so 

that the visitors would get an idea of what Idaho looks like, and 

what kind of terrain IMSARU operates in.  We opted to hike the 

trail in the counter-clockwise direction in case we might 

encounter snow on the north side that would force us to turn 

around.  About a mile down the trail, the two MRA members 

and Christopher turned back; the rest of the group opted to 

finish the trail.  The Korean delegation got a kick out of how 

cold the streams were coming off the mountain; they also loved 

hiking over deep snow.  (They do not get much snow in their 

respective areas.) 

 

After the hike, the Korean delegation stated that they would like to cook for the tech team after the tech class.  It 

was necessary to acquire a grill; big thanks to my big brother for providing that! 

 

The Korean delegation seemed very impressed with our tech class and our unit in general, speaking of it as 

professional.  While they do not speak much English (and we don’t speak Korean), all the photos and images did 

well in refreshing their knowledge of the subject and as an example of our training program. 

After the training, they cooked pork fat and kimchi, making a large amount of food for all the tech team 

members in attendance.  They also showed members some of the knots they use and other techniques. 

It was a great honor and an interesting experience to host and interact with a SAR delegation from another 

country. 

 

The tech team and our Korean colleagues ravenously digging into some fantastic Korean barbecue. 
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PLACERVILLE OPEN HOUSE – MAY 25, 2019 
--RACHAEL BAZZETT 

 

Five members of Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue spent time in Placerville doing outreach over the Memorial 

Day weekend.  We tabled at an open house hosted by the Placerville Fire Department.  IMSARU members, 

alongside the Placerville F.D. and the Idaho State Fire Marshall, had the opportunity to connect with community 

members from Placerville as well as visitors from other parts of the state.  IMSARU members distributed safety 

information to children who visited the open house, and engaged in conversation with interested adults about the 

work of IMSARU.  Participating in outreach in our rural nearby communities allows the unit to maintain strong 

relationships with other departments, enhancing opportunities for collaborative efforts in the future. 

 

IMSARU participants were Kristin Freeman, Brian Marinelli, Kim O’Connor and Gregg Rettschlag. 

 

 

IDAHO YOUTH OUTDOOR SKILLS DAY 
--AARON BURDIN 

 

IMSARU was invited to attend the annual Idaho Youth Outdoor skills day at the Nampa Sportsman warehouse.  

This event has been presented for about five years and it was the second time IMSARU had participated.  The 

event is aimed at teaching young kids outdoor skills, with the kids taking a sign-off sheet to each of the education 

booths to mark what they had learned.  It is a large event that keeps getting larger each year, with many booths 

teaching a variety of subjects. 

 

IMSARU taught basic map and compass, as well as what one should do when realizing oneself is lost.    We went 

over the basics of the compass, how to read a compass and how they would head in a specific direction.  We then 

covered how to read a map, including orienting the map, what the different colors mean, what trails and roads look 

like, contour lines, and how to tell what is a peak. 

 

IMSARU participants were Aaron Burdin and Jim Findley. 

 

 

 

Left: Kristin, Brian, Rachael. Gregg, and Kim in Placerville.  Right: Jim at the Idaho Youth Outdoor Skills Day.  
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ADA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE TRAINING PRESENTATIONS 
MAY 8 AND 22, 2019 – MIKE ROWE 

 

On the Idaho POST Academy training track, amongst the speeding and skidding patrol vehicles, stood the IMSARU 

Command trailer and vehicle 902.  I had been working with Ada County for several months in order for IMSARU to 

do a presentation for their block training.  It had been probably six years or more since the unit had been able to share 

who they are and what they do with this law enforcement agency.  We were able to schedule the presentation as a 

“station” amongst the EVOC (Emergency Vehicle Operations) training taking place including the always entertaining 

and usually effective PIT maneuvers (Pursuit Intervention Technique). 

 

Patrol deputies and detectives rotated to the IMSARU station and were given presentations on IMSARU capabilities, 

specialty teams, and command and control.  Many of the deputies that I spoke to didn’t realize that IMSARU is 

trained and capable of providing not only SAR activities in the back country and desert areas, but also in urban 

settings.  ACSO personnel were also made aware that IMSARU can provide assistance on evidence searches and 

were given some recent examples.  Also highlighted was the use of mapping and mission software. 

 

With this past winter’s several searches with the Ada County Sheriff’s Office, it was a perfect time to provide the 

deputies with more information on how IMSARU is activated and what is to be  

expected when they show up.  Members providing the presentations were Aaron Burdin, Gregg Rettschlag and Ken 

Swickard, with technical assistance from Eddie Dean Thomas. 

 

SHEJUMPS –NAVIGATION—JUNE 9, 2019 
--RON CHRISTENSEN 

 

It was a beautiful sunny day on Sunday at the Jim Hall Foothills Learning Center with approximately 40 young girls 

present for the SheJumps Wild Skills Day.  Four stations were set up for teams to girls to rotate through:  First Aid, 

Mountain Biking, Shelter Building and Navigation.  In addition to these stations, during the lunch break the girls 

were taught the Ten Essentials and the principles of Leave No Trace. 
 

IMSARU taught Navigation to the girls, who were very enthusiastic as they learned the cardinal directions with the 

aid of a parachute that they would run under to specific directions.  After this activity, we looked at the basic parts of 

a compass and they learned to take bearings with each girl having a compass in hand.  We wrapped up each session 

with a basic exercise that gave teams of girls a compass bearing to follow with an estimated number of steps to take.  

At that point they would pick up another clue, giving them a bearing to take with another set of steps leading them to 

their “destination.”  It was another fun day with SheJumps and we look forward to another opportunity with them 

next year. 

 

IMSARU Instructors were Tricia Brookman, Aaron Burdin, Angie Christensen and Ron Christensen. 

 

National Guard Helicopter Briefing 
--Darryl Beemer 

Once again, we had a nice briefing of the operating functions, capabilities, and response process that the Army 

National Guard helicopter team employs.  The National Guard provides IMSARU hoist assets and can also provide 

other helicopter and ground access tools.  For the Saturday training we had a nice PowerPoint session and got to see a 

UH-72A Lakota in the hangar.  All of the Blackhawks were off on deployment.  No flights or litter extractions were 

physically practiced, but proper use of the hoist and guideline were presented. 
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CORN BOOTH PREP AND TAKE-DOWN 

--JEFF MUNN 

The Corn Booth is our biggest fundraiser of the year and needs lots of help.  Besides the two shifts of workers 

for each of the ten days we are open at the Fairgrounds, setting up the booth and taking it down are major 

projects.  We need lots of help with: 

 

Load the corn booth and its equipment  -- August 6 (Tuesday evening meeting) 

 

Assemble the booth at the Fairgrounds August 10, starting at 8:30 a.m.  Bring work gloves, battery-powered 

drill, hammer, shovel, 6’-8’ tall stepladders.  We hope to get it all put together in one day, but will finish it on 

August 11 if there are still things to be done. 

 

Teardown      --  Monday, August 26 

 

Join the teardown crew at the Fairgrounds at 3:00 p.m. or as soon after that as possible, bringing your tools.  

The booth comes down faster than it goes up, but it is still a lot of work.  And yes, we will be cleaning and 

putting away the structure and all the equipment at our meeting on Tuesday, August 27. 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

 
THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS WERE RECEIVED IN APRIL & MAY, 2019 

 

Idaho Capital City Kennel Club (in support of the IMSARU K9 Team) 

 

REI    Fraternal Order of Eagles  Idaho Gives 

 

Network for Good (in honor of the Dry Creek subject and his family) 

 

United Way of Lane County, Oregon     Ron Christensen 

 

United Way of Treasure Valley     Taylor Williams 

 

Combined Federal Campaign    Benevity Community Impact Fund 

 

Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  All of our members are unpaid 

volunteers, who supply their own personal equipment as well as the time and effort to train for our missions.  

Gifts to the Unit, such as those listed above, help to fund group equipment such as trucks and command 

trailer. 

The stalwart editor-in-chief of RESCUE is Charlotte Gunn. Don Fridrich provides the online version and 

mailing help.  Darryl Beemer formats and prints with the generosity of HP Inc.  Thanks to all who write 

articles and provide photos. 

Page 10 Left: IMSARU 

members receiving 

training on how to 

operate a tagline to 

prevent litter spin 

during hoisting.  

 

Right: Unit members 

adding a little orange to 

the Army Green of the 

Lakota. 
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