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THREE POINT MOUNTAIN MISSION 
NOVEMBER 16, 2019 

--MIKE ROWE 
The Elmore County Sheriff’s Office requested IMSARU to assist with a search on Black’s Creek Road, 
just inside the Elmore County line.  We had a great response with 29 members to assist the search, look-
ing for a 31-year-old despondent male who had last been seen on October 28.  We set up our base at the 
#500 trailhead off Black’s Creek Road. 
 
I was working with Ron Christensen in base.  (I still have much to learn as an OL.)  After meeting with 
Elmore County Deputy Brizzi and the Elmore County SAR operations leader, we were given priority are-
as that Elmore County wanted searched first.  We sent three K9 teams into the three high priority areas.  
The UAV team of Daniel and Nicko joined an Elmore County UAV team and flew some areas of interest.  
We then sent two bicycle teams to cover some trails that ran north from our initial search areas.  A couple 
of our trackers went to the subject’s camp and tried to develop some information about direction of travel.  
Two more ground-pounder teams deployed to fill in some other areas not yet searched.  Lastly, after some 
of the previously mentioned assignments were completed, we worked alongside Elmore County personnel 
to cover area immediately north of our base to the subject’s last known point.  A few clues were found, 
but nothing definitive to further our efforts.  Elmore County suspended the search, with all members back 
to base by 1700 hours. 
 
IMSARU used every specialty team except the Technical Rescue team on this search effort.  It was fan-
tastic to have such a great turnout and allowed many areas to be searched quickly and efficiently.  The 
following day, we learned that our subject had been discovered deceased on the shore of the Charcoal 
Creek section of Lucky Peak.  This was four miles (straight-line distance) from his camp. 
 
IMSARU members responding to this mission included Lisa Bahr, Darryl Beemer, Arnoldo Beltran, Aa-
ron Burdin, Francisco Castellon, Ron Christensen, Alex Deduck, Nicko Demeter, Derek Haver, Christi 
Kelley with K9 Brewster, Kyle Madsen, Brian Marinelli, Evan Mitchell, Ann Moser with K9 Oskar, Rory 
Olsen, Holly Ponath, Alisa Rettschlag, Gregg Rettschlag, Daniel Roberts, Michael Rock, Mike Rowe, Ja-
mie Simpson with K9 Yoki, Pam Stevens, Mark Sullivan, Ken Swickard, Mark Szentes, Eddie Dean 
Thomas, Christopher Weltner and Tom Wheless.  Rod Knopp was in-town Coordinator. 
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FINALLY, MY FIRST SEARCH! 
--HOLLY PONATH 

 
Since I went through the SAR Academy and pack check in June 2019, missions had come and gone 
but were never at a time when I could participate.  Then on Friday, November 11, a callout came for a 
search the following day, for a missing person in the Black’s Creek area.  I could arrange my schedule 
and make this search.  Perfect! 
 
We arrived at the Compound Saturday morning, were assigned to vehicles, and caravanned to the 
search site.  The Sheriff briefed the O.L. and they sent out the canine teams.  The ground-pounders 
waited for their assignments.  Expecting to be a ground-pounder, I was pleasantly surprised to be 
asked to work on logging radio communications in the HQ trailer.  Another newbie, Pam, joined me 
in handling the radio communications. 
 
Fortunately, I had completed the training on the operations software the Saturday before, and with 
some help from Eddie I got up to speed quickly.  Pam, who had past radio experience, had no prob-
lems figuring it out once Eddie explained the different radios and channels. 
 
Being in the HQ trailer gave me an inside view into how a search is managed and directed.  It provid-
ed the chance to watch the Sheriff and O.L. work together, see the teams return and load their GPS 
tracks into the computer and watch the O.L. make decisions as information came in.  I now have some 
understanding of what happens on the management side of a search. 
 
In the afternoon, Ken took over logging communications and I got my chance to be a ground pounder, 
walking the hillsides and searching with Alisa and Alex.  Alisa searched the creek; Alex was crawling 
on his knees in sections to get through the brush that grew up from the creek, and I searched a little 
higher up the hill from Alex.  We also side-hilled steep hillsides and ridges. 
 
I’d say it was a successful first search for me.  I was lucky that it was a sunny day, close to Boise, and 
the mission callout was the afternoon before.  The IMSARU team members were supportive in teach-
ing me as I learned the different jobs assigned to me that day. 

Left: The view of base and the overwhelming response. 
 

Right: Search planning in action, with Mike Rowe pretending 
to do something by pointing at the trailer wall while Ron 

Christensen does the heavy lifting. 
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A VIEW OF IMSARU K-9 TRAINING 
--DAN BRODKEY 

 
Having owned and trained Pointing dog breeds, I attended the IMSARU K9 Awareness Class and was 
curious to see these search dog teams in action.  At the K9 team’s field training exercise on November 
24, near Marsing, ID, I “shadowed” two different teams as they searched for and successfully detected 
a live subject, and also human remains. 
 
Many thanks to Lisa Bahr, Schatzi and Tom Wheless; and to Lindsey Latham, Eli and Jim Findley for 
explaining each training scenario, how to recognize dog “interest,” dog/handler/flanker coordination, 
weighing in environmental factors and terrain in devising K9 search strategies, and how navigation, 
track recording, clue marking, and communications work a bit differently in K9 searches.  As we all 
know, dogs move a lot faster than us, over all terrain, so keeping up with them makes for great (and 
sometimes strenuous) hiking, rewarded by tremendous views. 
 
I also learned that K9 search teams have to meet rigorous certifications to national standards.  As a re-
sult, to keep themselves in top condition and at a high skill level, IMSARU teams train twice monthly 
as a group (on average) and train even more individually.  This is a serious time and financial commit-
ment, but a great asset to IMSARU. 
 
Finally, at the conclusion of the field exercise, the entire team debriefed its performance, noting high 
points and improvement opportunities.  This was a constructive and fairly candid self-after-action as-
sessment…and a hallmark of most high performing teams.  If you haven’t yet had a chance to partici-
pate with the K9 team, you really should come out and see them in action.  Thanks to all of the K9 
team at this event who welcomed my so warmly. 

Top Left: Schatzi almost blending in with the lichen-covered 
rocks. 

Top Right: Jim and Lindsey majestically overlooking their 
search area. 

Lower Right: The team less majestically searching the road. 
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AWARDS PRESENTED AT 2019 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
-  INFORMATION VIA GREGG RETTSCHLAG 

 
The highest award presented at the end of the year (and not every year) is the “Rock” award, and this 
year two members received this award: 
 
Ron Christensen joined IMSARU in 2013, was elected Vice-President the following year and filled 
that role 2015-2019, directing our SAR Academy training for new members and coordinating our 
Safety Education events.  (The SAR Academy was offered three times per year and brought an average 
of over 30 new members for each of the years.)  In addition, Ron handled the stocking and selling of 
IMSARU clothing, was at the top of the list in training events, achieved Rescue Technician certifica-
tion, and became a SAR Manager…driving from his home in Nampa for all of these events. 
 
Chris Brookman joined in early 2013, barely making the minimum age for membership.  He led train-
ing sessions (specializing in navigation) and soon rose through Rescue Tech to Rescue Specialist, 
where he updated training in rigging and operating highline.  In 2017 Chris was Deputy Training Di-
rector and is currently starting his third term on the board as Training Director, where he has updated, 
reinvented and standardized training materials.  He also found the energy to reorganize the entire IM-
SARU garage, eliminating a lot of out-of-use stuff, and took a very active role in revamping the new 
member process. 
 
IMSARU Excellence Award (IMSARU vest):  Jim Findley – for participation in 8 missions, major 
safety education work, Board member, Rescue Basic status on Technical Team, Search Specialist, and 
led several training events. 
 
IMSARU Excellence Award (IMSARU vest):  Christopher Weltner – for 11 missions, SAR Manager, 
training committee, Facilities Director 2019 and Coordinator for 2020. Always available for the 
“Sorry, but we need this area cleared” assignment. 

 
Most Training sessions attended in 2019:  Chris Brookman (19), Ron Christensen (18), Dan Roberts 
(17), Angie Christensen (16). 
 
Individuals who led or assisted at the most Safety Ed events:  Jim Findley, Brian Marinelli, Daniel 
Roberts. 
 
Most shifts at the Corn Booth (including recruiting family members/friends):  Ken Swickard, Cora 
Findley, Everett Wood, Jeff Munn, Jimmie Yorgensen. 
 
Newsletter:  Darryl Beemer – formatting and printing.  Charlotte Gunn – editing. 
 
Sunshine Award:  Brian Marinelli – long list of effective participation. 
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George Gunn Award Recipients 
Left: Chris Brookman 

Right: Ron Christensen 
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 SOME IMSARU HISTORY 
ORDINARY PEOPLE DOING EXTRAORDINARY THINGS! 

---ROD KNOPP 
In the early 1960’s when IMSARU began, meetings were held in members’ homes.  A donated Jeep 
wagon was kept at the State Police headquarters on State Street, and unit equipment was kept at a 
member’s house.  Later, meetings were held at a Fish and Game warehouse in Garden City.  In 
1964 the American Red Cross provided a meeting room in the basement of their building at Sixth 
and Main Street along with a storage room for equipment--the first “home” for the unit. 
 
In 1979, when the Red Cross moved to a new location, we were allowed to move to the basement of 
the Public Safety building on Barrister Street.  This was “home” for several years until the growth 
of the Sheriff’s Office required the unit to move again.  In late 1988 or early 1989, we found space 
in the upstairs of an old home on Vista Avenue…very tight quarters but we managed.  Then ex-
traordinary things began to happen. 
 
Sometime in 1989, a member noticed a “For Sale” sign at Federal Way and Malad Street and dis-
cussions began to purchase the property, the site of an old motel dating back to the 1940’s.  As a 
volunteer organization with practically no collateral or credit history, we were unable to secure a 
loan.  Then Ted Strasser, a life member with a long-time dream of a permanent home for the unit, 
stepped in and did the extraordinary thing!  He co-signed a five-year loan with a large balloon pay-
ment at the end of the five years.  The down payment was possible, due to several years of saving 
and conservative spending, and the sale was completed on August 7, 1989.  Thanks to continued 
fund-raising and still conservative spending, the balloon payment was made on time and we owned 
the property free and clear. 
 
Then the next string of extraordinary events took place.  Members spent thousands of hours over the 
next several years cleaning up the property.  They removed two old buildings to make room for 
parking; removed old electrical and plumbing then installed updated wiring and fixtures; removed a 
wall to make the meeting room; installed windows; built the restroom and completed other tasks too 
numerous to mention.  During this time, discussions were held to plan for the construction of a gar-
age to house our trucks and money was saved, placed in a dedicated fund. 
 
Then another extraordinary event took place.  Another life member, Larry Novak, bequeathed a 
large sum of money dedicated to the construction of a garage!  That, with the money we had saved, 
plus another loan, enabled the garage construction…dedicated on September 12, 1998. 
 
And the story of ordinary people doing extraordinary things will continue! 
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SEARCH TACTICS FIELD TRAINING AT ARROWROCK RESERVOIR 
---DARRYL BEEMER 

 
I got to organize a field training for Search Tactics, the topic of the month for unit training.  We had a 
nice mixture of new members and seasoned veterans, allowing me to put teams into modules for each 
lesson and have the team leads do the heavy lifting on teaching details to the newer members.  Focus 
points of the training were on properly saving tracks, finding Critical Separation, analyzing contour 
lines for performing corridor and grid searches, marking and documenting various types of clues, and 
search strategy.  The modules that members ran through were:  
 Signaling and visibility with various tools, including lights, sirens, mirrors, whistles, etc.  This 

was to emphasize the importance of attraction as a search tool. 
 Search planning and strategy for evaluating a scenario and determining how to use various availa-

ble unit resources.  This put members into an OL-type scenario to practice higher level tactics. 
 Rapid Response search tactics in action. 
 Corridor search of an unmapped area, with identification of a significant clue. 
 Fine grid search for a headlamp/small object, Medium grid search, and larger grid search. 
 Final super-fine grid search competition. 
 
The training concluded with a fun competition for a grid search.  Being on a beach, we marked out 
search areas in the sand and tossed quarters into each section.  Teams then received another coin to 
enable finding their Critical Separation distance then all started into their sections at the same time to 
find the quarters.  The first team to win received all of the quarters, so competition was fierce! 
This was my first time training at this area, and it was a fantastic location for training and using dif-
ferent types of geography in close proximity.  Overall, training went smoothly considering the precip-
itation in previous days.  One lesson for future planners is to scout the site in person before planning 
to ensure the strategy makes sense.  The maps and sections I made all got changed once I got on-site 
and realized the precipitation would make the original plan difficult and expansive.  Smaller areas 
with an emphasis on discussion of why different actions were taken turned out to be quite effective. 

The snow from previous days provided a nice canvas for the search tactics training.  The base 
coordinator had a nice office view for the day, since the stronger truck radio was needed for the 

terrain. 
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THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

Art Carlson   Capitol Gypsies  Diane Matthews & Tim Henning 
 
 
We greatly appreciate the individuals and groups listed above for their donations to 
Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, Inc. during the past two months.  We are a 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  All our members are unpaid volunteers, so the 
money goes to equipment and supplies that are used whenever and wherever law en-
forcement requests our help. 
 
Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  All of our members 
are unpaid volunteers, who supply their own personal equipment as well as the time and effort to 
train for our missions.  Gifts to the Unit, such as those listed above, help to fund group equipment 
such as trucks and command trailer. 
 
The stalwart editor-in-chief of RESCUE is Charlotte Gunn. Don Fridrich provides the online ver-
sion and mailing help.  Darryl Beemer formats and prints with the generosity of HP Inc.  Thanks to 
all who write articles and provide photos. 
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As of press time there was an active mission finishing up in the Lucky Peak area.  Here is a teaser photo 
submitted by the bike team clearing a search area. Thanks to Evan and Dave for the bike photo. 
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