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SEARCH IN JULIE CREEK DRAINAGE – SEPTEMBER 14, 2019
FROM MISSION REPORT BY CHRIS BROOKMAN
Fourteen members responded to the pageout at 0739 hours for an overdue hunter in Boise County, arriving at the Julie
Creek Trailhead at 1102 hours. Sgt. Anthony and the two reporting parties were on scene. The reporting parties advised
that they and the missing subject had begun hunting at 0700 the previous morning, had deliberately split up to hunt separate drainages, and had not seen the missing person since 0700; they had used amateur ham radios for contact with the
subject, but were unsure whether the batteries would still have a charge. The RPs also stated that they had encountered
difficulty while attempting to cross the Deadwood River, due to steep cliffs and banks along the shoreline, so they had
moved north of the planned crossing point and uphill to Julie Creek Trail, and contacted the subject at approximately
1500 hours. They had informed the subject of the difficult river crossing and that was their last contact with him.

The reporting parties stated that they and the missing subject had planned to regroup at the Julie Creek Trailhead, had
hiked out to that location, and initiated an emergency response when the subject had not reached the trailhead by 0000
hours. The subject was reported to be in excellent physical condition with no medical history, dressed in camouflaged
clothing, carrying a bow and a small daypack, and perhaps unfamiliar with the area. The RPs did not believe the subject
was carrying maps, a GPS, or supplies to spend a night out, and they were almost certain he would have been hiking in
the Sams Creek drainage.
Team 1 deployed from base at 1132 hours. As additional teams were preparing to deploy, Team 1 advised that they had
located the subject hiking on the road leading to the Julie Creek Trail; he was uninjured and in good spirits. He did accept the offer of a courtesy ride back to his vehicle.
IMSARU members responding were Mark Barney, Eric Boyum, Sonda Boyum, Chris Brookman, Tricia Brookman,
Lindsy Glick, Brian Newbill, Dodi Newbill, Duane Levy, Scotty Perkins, Daniel Roberts, Michael Rock, Eddie-Dean
Thomas and Christopher Weltner. In-town coordinators were Rod Knopp and Charlotte Gunn.
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Top: Mission planning for the Julie Creek Drainage search.
Right: Team planning before departing on an assignment.

OVERDUE HUNTER - OCTOBER 11, 2019
--MIKE ROWE
We received a call from Boise County Sheriff’s Office regarding an overdue hunter. He had left his vehicle in the Twin Springs area along the Middle Fork of the Boise River on October 8. Two days later, his
dad dropped him off in the morning near Thorn Creek Butte; he was going to hunt the ridges down from
there to his vehicle. The hunter was supposed to return home at dark or soon after but did not arrive.
Boise County received a call late that night, and IMSARU received a request to search at about 1300
hours on the following day. After receiving the basic information from Boise County Sheriff’s Deputy
Archer, we came up with a plan. We sent a team to the Thorn Creek area, and a member, Scott Perkins,
to secure the vehicle. As the teams were travelling to their search assignments, the overdue hunter was
observed by Scotty, driving westbound on the Middlefork-Arrowrock Road. Scotty flagged down the
driver, asked his name, and it was indeed the missing subject. (This was at about 1530 hours.)
Scotty led the subject back to Spring Shores Marina, where we did a quick debrief. Our subject had gone
into some very deep and thick brush, and ended up fighting it all the way down the drainage. He was
scratched up, but otherwise OK. We were thankful that Chris Brookman decided to send someone to the
vehicle and that Scotty was vigilant and alert, spotted the subject’s vehicle, and was able to get him to
stop.
IMSARU participants were Eric Boyum, Sonda Boyum, Chris Brookman, Tricia Brookman, Angie
Christensen, Ron Christensen, Jim Findley, Christy Kelley, Scotty Perkins, Dan Roberts, Mike Rowe,
Christopher Weltner and Rod Zwainz.
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JHPTS/VTATI CLASS, SEPTEMBER 13-16, 2019
--MIKE ROWE
IMSARU typically sponsors a JHPTS/VTATI 24-hour tracking class every year. For the last few years we have used
the Trinity Pines Camp and Conference Center in Cascade as our venue. Two aspects of the training were different
this year. First, this was my first time coordinating the class. Secondly, this year the training was broken into two
groups with different training objectives: a novice/basic group and an apprentice/journeyman/signcutter group.
For this class, we had 21 students and three instructors, including the master tracker Joel Hardin. After meeting as a
whole group Friday morning, we broke into the two separate student groups with Joel taking the advanced tracking
students. The emphasis for the advanced class was how the program should work (every tracker is also a trainer) and
advanced training techniques such as moving the prime sign rapidly. As we began the training in the field, we quickly
learned that we couldn’t move faster than our ability to identify the correct sign.
The weather was perfect for our three days of tracking, and accommodations were very adequate. There were many
lessons for me to learn as a first-time coordinator. Despite my panic and worry about having enough students, the
class came together within days of its beginning. I had lots of help from some of the senior members of the program
in gathering enough students.
We had one student, Lee Neer from Latah County, who went before the board and received his basic certification.
Trackers in this class came from British Columbia, California, Idaho, Montana and Washington. IMSARU members
in attendance were Dan Scovel, Kris Scovel and Mike Rowe.

Top: Presentations and discussion during the mantracking class.
Right: Kris Scovel presenting Lee Neer with his Basic
Certification.
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EAGLE FIRE OPEN HOUSE
--LINDSY GLICK
On October 5, the sun once again rose in the east (more or less), though perhaps with a little less warmth than the
average summer-weather-accustomed Boisean was anticipating. Eddie Thomas and I set up shop with 902 and the
command trailer at Eagle Fire Station 1 to join their annual Open House activities. If I had to describe the distribution of tasks for the day, I would say that Eddie did all the leg-work of getting the unit property there, and I played
with a lot of GO TEAM therapy dogs who were also showing off their bandanas and giving out collector cards.
(Can you blame me?)
Throughout the course of the morning, we had a few very excited Boy Scouts, a retired Navy ham radio operator,
and some parents who encouraged their children to jump aboard the “Hug-a-Tree” campaign, stop by the trailer to
chat and check it out. We probably would have drawn a bigger crowd if one of our famous search dogs had been
able to attend--that, or if we had a tank, like the Ada County S.W.A.T. team….
About halfway through the day, the firefighters began prepping for their demonstration, which I will title for them as
“Jaws of Life to Rescue Randy.” Luckily, it wasn’t our Rescue Randy; I think he would have been a bit unnerved
with all the loud sounds, and lack of comforting ropes and pulleys. Their Rescue Randy (shall we call him
“Roger”?) just sat there calmly while a team of well-trained men made short work of slashing the tires and removing
the doors and roof off a dysfunctional foreign SUV. Their tools are battery operated, and I’m (once again) rethinking my career path—that looked like fun. When Roger was carefully extricated by some of the firefighters and
a few paramedics from Ada County, the crowd cheered and clapped. More than a few adults filmed the entire event.
Overall, I think it was a highlight of the day; I could be wrong, but I think the firefighters got their kicks from it also.
After the broken glass was swept up and families did their final rounds, we began to pack up our station as well, and
I returned the coffee mug I’d borrowed from the kitchen like I belonged there. The fire chief and several others
thanked us for coming, and tried to get us to eat more cookies. I think that next year a dog would really help our visibility—have I mentioned that dogs were popular? And not just with me, eh? Everybody loves dogs…and maybe
Rescue Randy in a sked or the fat-tire litter…and stickers; we should get stickers. Look forward to next year!

Right: Lindsy hamming it up for the public at the Eagle
Fire Open House.
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SAFETY EDUCATION PRESENTATION TO
IDAHO MOUNTAIN RECREATION CLUB
OCTOBER 10, 2019
--JIM FINDLEY
Two IMSARU members delivered a presentation on back-country safety to a meeting of the Idaho Mountain Recreation Club on Thursday evening, October 10. Topics covered included: background of IMSARU; contingency planning, including making sure that someone knows your itinerary and plans; review of the ten essentials; what to do when
lost or stranded; and cell phone tips. The knowledge level of the audience was high and there were many good questions and comments.
IMSARU participants were Gregg Rettschlag and Jim Findley.

THE CORN BOOTH AT THE WESTERN IDAHO FAIR, 2019
--ALISA RETTSCHLAG
It was another great year at the Western Idaho Fair. Many Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit members, their
friends and family members, long-term Corn Booth volunteers (such as Darryl and Sheila Ford), and the Boise Company folks volunteered their time during the ten days of the fair…and sold nearly 11,000 ears of hot-buttered ears of corn
to the hungry and very appreciative fair-goers. Feedback was that the corn was EXCEPTIONAL this year—thanks to
Volcanic Farms! And again, with this fundraiser we replenished our budget funds for the coming year.
With every Corn Booth year, there are challenges. This year started off like any other year; all the supplies and product
had been ordered and were in place, and all necessary equipment rented. Ron Christensen even procured a new refrigerator for us (since our old one stopped working last year.) But two days into the Fair, the UMS debit card machine
stopped working. The UMS phone support tried but failed to fix the machine or give us an alternative. Cash transactions continued but we were unable to take debit cards…a major handicap in today’s world.
We put on our thinking caps and investigated options for a replacement system. After some scrambling that involved
an old I-phone, a pre-paid T-mobile SIM card, and a SQUARE merchant services account that included a card reader,
we switched from UMS to SQUARE—and were back to taking not just debit cards but also credit cards by day three of
the Fair. And through all of this challenge, our volunteers and members remained committed to preparing and selling
corn, seemingly unfazed by the inconvenience. What a great bunch of people! Thank you to all!

IMSARU OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 2020
Coordinator –Christopher Weltner

President – Mike Rowe

Vice President – Rory Olsen

Secretary – Dodi Newbill

Treasurer – Jim Findley

Rescue – Aaron Burdin

Logistics – Eddie Thomas

Public Relations – Ken Swickard

Medical – Colin Sesek

Training – Chris Brooikman

Facilities – Darryl Beemer
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Maya is perched atop the “Big
Rock” waypoint during October’s
navigation training. Intermediate
and advanced navigation challenges were presented to have some
training for everyone.

VACATION TO ICELAND
--ALISA RETTSCHLAG
What do IMSARU volunteers do when they are not on a search or a rescue or at training or at their day jobs? Go
to Iceland, of course! Oh, not all of us. My husband and I—we did just that for our vacation!
Iceland, in case you don’t know, is an island in the Arctic. The population of the whole country is about 360,000
people—a little more than the population of Boise. Sixty percent of its citizens live in the capital city of Reykjavik. Dubbed “the land of fire and ice,” Iceland has five main ice caps and many active volcanoes. There is an
eruption about every five years, and sometimes these eruptions affect the whole world. In fact, the eruption of
Eyjafallajokull in 2010 disrupted air traffic over Europe for six days!
During our time in Iceland, we backpacked for seven days into the highlands and then rented a camper van and
explored the Ring Road—a road that runs the outer circumference of the country. We experienced Iceland in all
its amazingly beautiful stark landscapes, its moss-covered volcanic fields, its multiple awe-inspiring waterfalls
and glaciers, and its incredible northern lights that dance across the sky at night.
And the people are so kind, generous, and tough with a quirky sense of humor. Local farmers and townspeople
in the western fjords are famous for a rescue mission of an English trawler off the western coast in the extreme
winter weather in 1954. These hardy folks rescued almost all of the crew of the ship by hoisting them up a 300meter cliff! I’m sure the favorite Icelandic phrase “easy-peasy” was used multiple times as the rescuers later described the endeavor.

You can tell that we loved Iceland. It was an awesome adventure!
Editor’s Note: Alisa did not volunteer this article, but gave in to my request. From time to time, our members do
exciting things outside of IMSARU and it’s worth noting some of them when we have enough space.
Continued on next page……..
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Photogenic Gregg in his orange jacket scoping out the sights of
Iceland. Alisa managed to hop on the other side of the camera
and up on top of some columnar basalt to join “outdoors gear
model Gregg”. Thankfully, a technical system was not needed to
help them off of the rock.
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CALENDAR
November 5

General Meeting

7:00 p.m.

November 12

Training Meeting

7:00 p.m.

November 19

Medical Meeting

7:00 p.m.

November 26

Business Meeting

7:00 p.m.

December 3

General Meeting

7:00 p.m.

December 7
CHRISTMAS PARTY
7:00 p.m.
As usual, this will be a potluck supper in the IMSARU garage.
Members, please volunteer to help clean, set up, and decorate, then to clean up afterward.
We also need your help in planning the entertainment. Family members are strongly
encouraged to attend and meet some of the people they hear us talking about.
December 10

Training Meeting

7:00 p.m.

December 17

Medical Meeting ?

7:00 p.m.

December 24

Wait at home for Santa Claus!

December 31

?????????

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Bill and Jackie Clark Memorial Foundation

Scott Walls

The Armanio Foundation

Anonymous

KPG Printing of Boise – for donation of IMSARU brochures
We greatly appreciate the individuals and groups listed above for their donations to Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit, Inc. during the past two months. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. All our members are unpaid volunteers, so the money goes to equipment and supplies
that are used whenever and wherever law enforcement requests our help.
Idaho Mountain Search and Rescue Unit is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. All of our members are unpaid volunteers, who supply their own personal equipment as well as the time and effort to train for our missions. Gifts to
the Unit, such as those listed above, help to fund group equipment such as trucks and command trailer.
The stalwart editor-in-chief of RESCUE is Charlotte Gunn. Don Fridrich provides the online version and mailing
help. Darryl Beemer formats and prints with the generosity of HP Inc. Thanks to all who write articles and provide photos.

Back to Top

